Subject

Airport Master
Plan

Lake Tahoe Airport Master Plan
Public Meeting #1
Response to Comments

Comment

The South Tahoe Chamber
of Commerce Board of
Directors has agreed to
"support the Chamber's

Response

Comment has been noted.

The City appreciates the South Tahoe

Source

Letter sent to
Sherry Miller
on behalf of
the Board of
Directors of

involvement in the update Vo the South
N Chamber of Commerce's involvement.
of the City's Airport Master Tahoe
Plan." Chamber of
Commerce
An Airport Master Plan is envisioned as a
living document that provides logistical
and development solutions once needs
are identified. The end result of the
Ai t Master PI ill be th .
The master plan should be rport Viaster Fan process wifl be the Public
. . development of a 20-year plan that can be .
Airport Master | a proactive document to - . . . Meeting #1 -
utilized by the City to identify future need
Plan enable the future that we . . I Comment
based projects. The identification of
want. . Card
proposed projects on an FAA-approved
Airport Layout Plan (ALP) will make them
eligible for potential funding once all
environmental approvals have been
obtained.
As noted, the previous Airport Master Plan
was adopted in 1992. Since that time, the
aviation industry has gone through many
. changes including the consolidation of
We further urge the City to . . . .
. airlines, introduction of new aircraft types
address community . . . .
. . that meet stringent noise and air quality
confusion regarding the .
standards, and revisions to FAA
Master Plan. Key . .
. regulations and design standards that
questions should be . . Letter
. . dictate how airports operate and how they .
Airport Master | answered directly as soon . o submitted to
. - are developed. While this Airport Master .
Plan as possible - How is this e . . City of South
. Plan will utilize as much information from
Master Plan different Lake Tahoe

from the 1992 Master
Plan? Is its purpose and
end product different?

the 1992 plan that is still applicable to the
current conditions, the intent of this
process is to create a new path forward
with community support, not to rely on a
plan that no longer meets the needs of the
Community and airport.

Please see response to comment #2




Airport Master
Plan

As | mentioned to you
when we met a few weeks
back, my comments,
concerns and suggestions
are strictly related to
infrastructure. Overall, we
have a great airportin a
good location that serves
the community well. We
need to put a little effort
into it, but overall, we’ve
been relatively pleased
with our operations at the
airport over the course of
our tenure there. We are
the biggest supporter and
promoter of the airport,
and we want to see it be
successful and financially
viable. Itis not being
utilized to its fullest, and
getting it there will require
a concerted effort from
many interests. | would
presume that the Master
Plan process will be a big
step towards increasing
utilization of the asset.

Comment has been noted.

Please see response to comment #2.

Comment
emailed from
FBO to C&S
Companies




Since the airportis a
regional resource that
crosses county lines in
California and State lines,
both public and private
sector airport and
commercial air service
supporters and advocates
should be asked to
financially support

Comment has been noted. Coordination
with potential investors is outside of the
scope of this Airport Master Plan but the
options for implementing the various
alternatives will be considered and
analyzed (with input from the community)
to determine a preferred alternative.

Letter sent to

Sherry Miller
. commercial service Partnership ideas have been and will be ¥
Economics . . . . . . from
ventures if such supportis | considered and discussed with community .
. . . . Community
requested by commercial members. This topic may be discussed at
. . . Member
carriers. The City of South a later time.
Lake Tahoe should not
pledge limited general fund | Visitor expenditures generated by GA
revenues to subsidize airports account for over $2 trillion in
commercial air carriers as it | economic activity and over $82 trillion
did many years ago. The from commercial service airports (indirect
City operates the airport benefits).
and this should be its
contribution.
The South Lake Tahoe Comment has been noted and this benefit
Airport is a vital regional will be documented within the Airport
. Letter sent to
and local transportation Master Plan. .
. Sherry Miller
resource. It is a connector
. . . . on behalf of
between the Tahoe Basin The Airport is considered an asset to the
. . . the Board of
. and the U.S. Transportation | national transportation system by the FAA. .
Economics . . . Directors of
System. Additionally, the Airport provides valuable the South
emergency services and other benefits Tahoe
It is an economic engine for | such as delivery of supplies during natural
. . . . Chamber of
the South Shore. disasters including floods and fires.
Commerce
Also, see response to comment #12.
Comment has been noted and statistics
. . have shown that airports play a significant
The Airport is an . .p piay .g .
opDOrtUNity waiting to role in the economies of both California Letter sent to
PP y 8 and Nevada. According to information Sherry Miller
. happen for job growth and . . .
Economics o e published by the FAA, aviation contributes | from
economic diversification of e .
over 150 billion dollars annually to the Community
the South Lake Tahoe . . .
California economy through airport Member

economy.

operations, airline operations, and
expenditures by visitors.




By incorporating sustainability into the
master planning process, the City will
consider the four elements of airport
sustainability as defined by the Airports
Council International - North America:
Economic Viability, Operational Efficiency,
Natural Resource Conservation, and Social
Responsibility.

As discussed at the public meeting, the
City is seeking feedback and suggestions
on exactly what falls within these
categories for South Lake Tahoe. This

Economic benefit is also to | comment will assist us in defining both the | Public
Economics the working people who "Social Responsibility" (who are we serving | Meeting #1 -
live here; i.e., restaurant and how?) and "Economic Viability" (what | Comment
workers. are the economic benefits/goals?) Card
elements.
The airport benefits and potential impacts
to the local economy and community will
be considered under the Alternatives
analysis consistent with the integration of
sustainability as a driving force of the plan.
Visitor expenditures generated by GA
airports account for over $2 trillion in
economic activity and over $82 trillion
from commercial service airports (indirect
benefits).
This input will be valuable in the City's
. . mission to incorporate sustainability into
The Airport has available p' y'
. the master planning process. Potential
non-aviation lands that are o . .
. opportunities will be considered, though a
underutilized and should } . o
detailed analysis of specific non- Letter sent to
be developed for . . . .
. . aeronautical uses on available lands is Sherry Miller
Economics / environmentally sound . .
. outside of the scope of the Airport Master | from
Land Use business placement and .
rowth that help finance Plan. Community
& P Member

operation of the airport
and growth of the City and
South Shore economies.

As a public-use, federally funded airport,
any revenue generated by the City by
airport lands will be reinvested into the
Airport for maintenance or improvements.
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Economics

The economic indicators
presented at the meeting
were from 2011. We need
a 2013 study that shows a
positive economic boost to
the community and defines
those entities that will
thrive from this endeavor.
What is driving the demand
for a full service airport?
How are these statistics
being gathered? | know
that many individuals enjoy
Lake Tahoe for during the
Winter months for skiing ...
what will interest
individuals to visit this area
in the Fall, Spring, and
Summer months?

11

Economics

The goal of City officials
should be to make the
airport self-sustaining.

12

Economics

Too expensive for the city
to run.

13

Economics

There are many people in
the community who
question the value of the
airport and why the City
continues to subsidize
airport operations. This
persistent question must
be answered. A
comprehensive economic
analysis seems pertinent
and timely. We respectfully
urge the City to fund and
add this component to the
Master Plan.

The Airport Master Plan will be developed
to assist the City in determining how to
operate the airport as fiscally responsible
as possible. This includes a financial
feasibility analysis that will analyze and
describe the means by which the City will
fund future development projects.
Additionally, economics will play a key role
in the alternatives analysis. Airport
benefits and potential impacts to the local
economy and community will be
considered under this step consistent with
the integration of sustainability as a
driving force of the plan. Proposed
projects that could potentially increase
revenues for the airport and City of South
Lake Tahoe will be reviewed and
recommended for inclusion on the ALP if
determined feasible with FAA standards.
The potential return-on-investment (ROI)
of all proposed projects will be also
considered.

Economics was a major reason that the
City negotiated with the FAA to include
sustainability planning into the master
planning process. This will allow the City
and its consultant to identify potential
cost reductions by exploring ways to
maximize utilization of current assets and
future development.

Letter
submitted to
C&S

Letter sent to
Sherry Miller
from
Community
Member

Public
Meeting #1 -
Comment
Card (mailed
to Weidinger
PR following
meeting)

Letter
submitted to
City of South
Lake Tahoe




For many years the City of
South Lake Tahoe has
borne the management
and financial responsibility
to maintain the airport. As
we look to the future, the
following comments reflect
a broader vision and

Comment has been noted and these
benefits will be documented within the
Airport Master Plan. Additionally, the
option of air travel versus vehicle travel to
visit South Lake Tahoe will be considered
in the Alternatives analysis.

The Airport is considered an asset to the

Letter sent to

. . . national transportation system by the FAA. | Sherry Miller
Transportation | financial successful for the s . .
14 . . . . Additionally, the Airport provides valuable | from
/ Economics Airport. The Airport in . . .
. emergency services and other benefits Community
South Lake Tahoe is a . . .
. . such as delivery of supplies during natural | Member
community and regional . . . .
e disasters including floods and fires.
resource for providing an
alternative to the motor . .
. . Visitor expenditures generated by GA
vehicle to visit Lake Tahoe . -
. . airports account for over $2 trillion in
and encouraging economic . - -
. - economic activity and over $82 trillion
diversification of the local . L -
from commercial service airports (indirect
economy. .
benefits).
An Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan
(ALUCP) was originally prepared for the
Lake Tahoe Airport in 1990 and updated in
2007. The purpose of the ALUCP is to:
1. Protect public health, safety, and
welfare through the adoption of land use
standards that minimize the public’s
exposure to safety hazards and excessive
levels of noise.
Letter sent to
. Non-aviation lands should 2. Prevent the encroachment of Sherry Miller
Economics / ) . . .
15 Land Use not be used for developing | incompatible land uses around public-use | from
housing. airports, thereby preserving the utility of Community
these airports into the future. Member

This plan establishes specific planning
boundaries that define compatible land
use types and patterns for any future
development that might occur in the area
surrounding the Lake Tahoe Airport. This
includes areas that have been identified as
incompatible for residential land uses. A
copy of the ALUCP is provided on the
City’s website at http://www.cityofslt.us/




Non-aviation lands at the
airport should be made
available for economic

This input will be valuable in the City's
mission to incorporate sustainability into
the master planning process. Potential

Letter sent to
Sherry Miller
on behalf of
the Board of

Economics / growth opportunities to opportunities will be considered, though a .
16 . . . Directors of
Land Use help our local economy, detailed analysis of specific non- the South
promote job growth and aeronautical uses on available lands is
. e . . Tahoe
diversification and broaden | outside of the scope of the Airport Master
o Chamber of
the City's tax base. Plan.
Commerce
There are always
conflicting inputs, needs,
wants etc. Please get a
good definition of what the | Community input is a vital component to
community is trying to the process and success of the Lake Tahoe
achieve (ex. EOWS, aviation | Airport Master Plan. This input will be
growth, noise control, etc). | evaluated and incorporated into the Public
17 Community Will the proposed plan master planning process. Community Meeting #1 -
Involvement achieve the goals? Keep all | members are encouraged to continue to Comment
in the review loop (as you provide feedback on the Airport Master Card

are doing) so that as you
head down the path to
implementation there are
few changes downstream.
Late changes are always
extremely costly.

Plan at upcoming public meetings, through
the City's website, or via email to Ralph
Redman at rredman@cscos.com.
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Community
Involvement

As one of the largest
employers and the primary
Health and Safety Facility in
the Tahoe basin, Barton
Health has a vested
interest in the
development of the plans
moving forward.

Barton believes that we are
a primary stakeholder in
the community and are
directly affected by these
plans. As the City of South
Lake Tahoe continues to
develop the plans we are
requesting the city notify
us as soon as possible of
any impacts the plans may
have on the hospital and
surrounding properties.

Comment has been noted and updates on
the Airport Master Plan process will be
provided on the City’s website.
Community members and local businesses
are encouraged to continue to provide
feedback on the Airport Master Plan at
upcoming public meetings, through the
City's website, or via email to Ralph
Redman at rredman@cscos.com

Letter
submitted to
Sherry Miller
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Community
Involvement

The residents of South Lake
Tahoe need to have a voice
in this matter. A Citizen's
Advisory Committee should
be appointed to study this
matter and then solicit
feedback from the
taxpayers. This should not
be voted upon by the City
Council Members alone.
We are a concerned
committed community and
we have the right to have a
say in the expenditure of
funds that affect our
community.

Comment has been noted.

Please see response to comment #15.

Letter
submitted to
C&S




CNG plant/station is at the

The Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) station
located at the Airport provides potential
benefits to the environment and
community. This station helps to serve the

. . . . Public
. airport and should be seen | multi-modal nature of the Airport while .
Environmental ) . . L . . Meeting #1 -
20 . as a dual benefit to reducing air emissions associated with
Benefit . ; . . Comment
environment conventional fuel sources. This, along with Card
transportation. other sustainable initiatives in place at the
Airport, will be documented in the Existing
Conditions section of the Airport Master
Plan.
The City has elected to incorporate all
elements of sustainability into the master
planning process (Economic Viability,
Operational Efficiency, Natural Resource
Conservation, and Social Responsibility).
As discussed at the public meeting, the
City is seeking feedback and suggestions
. on the specific elements that fall within
The term "social .
Ll these categories for South Lake Tahoe.
sustainability" should
encompass those in the . . . . . Public
. . . This comment will assist us in developing .
Social community not necessarily ) o e Meeting #1 -
21 . . tailored definitions for both "Social
Sustainability | keen on enduring S . Comment
o\ . . Responsibility" (who are we serving and
additional noise and air " Card
. . . how?) and "Natural Resource
pollution associated with . . .
s . . Conservation" (which environmental
additional air traffic. .
resources are of key importance here?).
Although a detailed noise analysis will not
be conducted within the scope of this
project, the airport benefits and potential
impacts to the local community will be
considered under the Alternatives analysis
consistent with the integration of
sustainability as a driving force of the plan.
As an airport that currently holds FAA Part
. 139 Certification, which allows for
| believe any future . . . .
. commercial service operations, the choice
attempts to provide o .
. . of initiation of service to Lake Tahoe .
commercial air service Airport is essentially driven by the airline Public
Commercial should be put to City and P . y y . " | Meeting #1 -
22 . . not the City. Any future considerations to
Service County residents as a L - . Comment
maintain Part 139 Certification will be
referendum to be putto a Card

vote.

determined by the City with input from
the community and information supplied
by the Airport Master Plan, particularly the
aviation demand forecast.
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Commercial
Service

Here’s a discussion topic
that you might find odd
coming from us, but I am
objective. The airport
spends an inordinate
amount of time, money &
resources maintaining Part
139 certification. | support
that certification, as we
receive business in Tahoe
that wouldn’t go to other
area airports because the
airport is a 139 certificated
facility. That being said, if
the airport is not going to
pursue Part 121 service,
there is no reason to
continue meeting the
requirements of Part 139
certification. Then again, |
haven’t been vocal on this
matter as having the 139
certification actually helps
our top line revenue.

24

Commercial
Service

The economic demand for
an outdoor destination
recreational tourism
community is generally
recognized as the future of
Lake Tahoe and South
Shore. The demand for
regional commercial
service supporting this
objective should be clearly
evaluated.

The Airport Master Plan will be developed
to assist the City in determining how to
operate the airport as fiscally responsible
as possible. This includes a financial
feasibility analysis which will analyze and
describe how the City will fund future
development projects. The potential
return-on-investment (ROI) of proposed
projects will be considered in the
alternatives analysis.

Comment
emailed from
FBO to C&S
Companies

Public
Meeting #1 -
Comment
Card




Very interested in
improving the airport or
adding commercial. | do

As an airport that currently holds FAA Part
139 Certification, which allows for
commercial service operations, the Airport
Master Plan must consider the feasibility
of a return of those operations and their
potential demand. Existing noise
conditions will be identified in the Airport
Master Plan report. As required by the

. ) National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Public
. worry about noise. | think . . . . .
Commercial . . and California Environmental Quality Act Meeting #1 -
25 . improving would also . .
Service . . (CEQA), proposed projects listed on the Comment
improve our public .
L approved ALP will need to be Card
transportation in town and . . .
Y environmentally reviewed to determine
would be a huge benefit if . . .
their potential impacts to environmental
done properly. . . . .
resources, including noise. The Airport
Master Plan is intended to be in harmony
with all local, regional, and state
transportation planning efforts to support
the entire system of transportation
infrastructure in the region.
Pro airport and pro
commercial. | am a pilot Comment has been noted. Public
26 Commercial and a USPR of commercial Meeting #1 -
Service aviation in SAC The City appreciates your involvement in Comment
[Sacramento International | the master planning process. Card
Airport (SMF)] and Reno.
Tahoe regional planning
and transportation officials
should be asked by Basin
business and government
leaders to work toward
identifying Federal funds to
romote commercial air
P . . Comment has been noted. Letter sent to
service as an important .
. . Sherry Miller
Commercial alternative to the motor N . . .
27 . . . The City is working with all interested from
service vehicle. Saying one wants . e . . .
fewer cars in the Basin as parties within the Basin to reduce Vehicle | Community
Miles Traveled (VMTs). Member

some regional officials have
recently suggested and
more tourists is a dilemma
needing a solution. Air
service could be one
important part of the
solution.




The Airport and community
would benefit from
scheduled commercial air
service that would serve

Letter sent to

. . Comment has been noted. Sherry Miller
Commercial the City and Region. y M
28 R . . from
service Commercial air carriers .
See response to comment #6. Community
should be sought that have
Member
state-of-the-art planes that
are quiet and energy and
environmentally efficient.
The environmental benefits
of bringing visitors to Lake . . . . .
. Potential environmental impacts, including
Tahoe without cause needs | . ) . . .
air quality, will be considered in the
to be compared to the . .
. . analysis of all development alternatives. .
impact of commercial . . . Public
. . . . However, an in-depth analysis regarding i
Commercial flights. This requires . . . Meeting #1 -
29 . . . the potential environmental benefits
service assumptions regarding ) . o Comment
. . associated with bringing passengers to
ground transit. The tourism . . . | Card
o . Lake Tahoe Airport versus other airports in
nature of our community is . . .
. . the region was not included in the FAA
a key variable in the future
. approved scope of work.
and potential demand.
Thanks for the work!
Establishment of a full
service airport was a Comment has been noted.
concept that was tried
twice before and both Part of the master planning process is to
times it failed. Under what | conduct a forecast of aviation demand,
preface do you believe the | data collection/inventory and
airport will be successful stakeholder/public outreach. These
now? Ticket prices will be portions of the study will indicate what
expensive. Where is the the community will support and what the
supply and demand ... what | practical alternatives are. The City has not
. is your targeted group? determined that commercial service is a Letter
Commercial D . . . .
30 Service If individuals want to enjoy | viable option. submitted to

our beautiful area, it is a
short trip by automobile
from any direction. We
have Reno International
Airport and Sacramento
International Airport. We
could offer bus/limousine
shuttles from those
locations. Amtrak offers a
shuttle from their railroad
stations.

Statistics have shown that airports play a
significant role in the economies of both
California and Nevada. According to
statistics published by the FAA, aviation
contributes over 150 billion dollars
annually to the California economy
through airport operations, airline
operations, and expenditures by visitors.

C&S




The Airport had
improvements made to the

Letter sent to

Infrastructure | runway, tarmac, and L. .
. y . . Prior improvements have been conducted | Sherry Miller
and environmental setting with o . .
31 . to maintain a safe and efficient aircraft from
Commercial Federal and State . . .
. operating environment. Community
Service government help over the
L Member
last few years readying it
for passenger service.
As a public-use airport, Lake Tahoe Airport
is open to the public and any businesses
. . wishing to operate there pending their
Will the airport expand g p' P &
. ) compliance with local, state and federal
services to GA aircraft? . .
. regulations. The airport has developed
Currently there is only one o . .
. . . Minimum Standards, which would provide .
FBO with all fueling rights. . . . Public
. . . prerequisites for potential commercial .
Airport Airport hangars, parking Meeting #1 -
32 . operators.
Services and fuel are much more Comment
expensive than other L Card
. P . The FBO does not have the exclusive right
airports. Competition . .
. to sell fuel or provide services to
would lower prices and
. customers.
increase use.
The Airport fees are aligned with similarly
situated airports.
Snow removal is woefully
inadequate. We have
offered to conduct the
snow removal on the
airfield, and at one time,
we did do so in conjunction
with airport personnel.
However, the city’s risk
manager put an end to our
gerp Comment has been noted.
snow removal efforts.
. . Comment
. While this year has been a . . . .
Airport . The City and airport management does its | emailed from
33 . drought, snow will return .
Services . L best to balance maintenance of the FBO to C&S
to the airport and it will be . . i . .
Airport with the realities of sound fiscal Companies

a problem. The airport has
insufficient personnel and
equipment to conduct
adequate snow removal in
a timely manner. There is
no reason why a snowfall
of 12”-18” should close this
airport for an entire day or
more. That is a garden
variety storm.

management.




Self Serve 100LL is available
at virtually every single
airport in the area. Itisa
means to lower the
delivery cost of the
product. We have much of
the equipment to have this
available to the flying
public, in particular the
tank, footings, and
foundation for this. We
have requested the right to
build this valuable piece of

Comment has been noted. Self-service fuel
can be provided by a qualified person/firm
once a plan complying with all regulations

. infrastructure, but it was including fire code and building code has Com.ment
Airport . . . emailed from
34 . denied by the airport after | been submitted to, and approved by the
Services . . FBO to C&S
we submitted plans. | City. .
) Companies
don’t want you to get
involved in this dialogue or | To this date, an acceptable plan has not
create a dispute, but know | been submitted to the City.
that we are willing to make
this investment and have
the tank in place ready to
go. If we had self service
fuel available on the ramp,
we could have a much
more competitive pricing
structure available to the
flying public for this
product.
The Airport is a vital public
safety staging resource for Letter sent to
Emergenc aid and assistance to the Comment noted and these benefits will be | Sherry Miller
35 Servifes ¥ City and Basin during documented within the Airport Master from
emergencies as was clearly | Plan. Community
demonstrated during the Member
Angora Fire.
Letter sent to
Sherry Miller
The airport provides ver on behalf of
Emergenc high sa?et :nd emer er?c Comment noted and these benefits will be | the Board of
36 _g v & Y g . Y| documented within the Airport Master Directors of
Services value to our community in
L . Plan. the South
a crisis situation.
Tahoe
Chamber of

Commerce




I am in favor of keeping the

As part of the National Transportation
System that operates for public

Letter

Emergenc airport open but only for ) . .
37 _g ¥ P P 4 transportation and interstate commerce, submitted to
Services use by emergency . .
. . the airport must remain open for all types | C&S
helicopters/vehicles. TP . .
of aviation if it is to remain an airport.
The City does not have any current or
future plans to expand the airport by
lengthening the runway or moving the
river. It is possible that the FAA could fund .
. Question
the purchase of land in order to protect
. . asked to
. Will you be expanding the approach and departure areas but .
Airport . . . Sherry Miller
38 . airport? Lengthening the currently, the City has no plans to make . .
Expansion . . . . " . (provided via
runway? Moving the river? | the airport “bigger.” If there is demand, .
e email to C&S
more hangars could be built within the .
. . . Companies)
current airport boundaries. The runway is
8,541 feet long and is long enough and
wide enough for present-day use by short-
to medium-range aircraft.
. . Public
Noise! The basin is too Meeting #1
small of an area to NOT g
affect its citizens and Comment
39 | Noise - . Card (mailed
visitors negatively. The .
. to Weidinger
noise bothers everyone .
. PR following
under the flight path. .
meeting)
More and more visitors to
Lake Tahoe are seeking . . . . . .
. . Potential environmental impacts, including | Public
solitude and passive ) . . . . .
. . . noise, will be considered in the analysis of | Meeting #1 -
40 | Noise recreational activities. The . .
. . . all development alternatives. In addition, Comment
impact of increased air . \ .
L . the Airport's current voluntary noise Card
traffic will be a detriment . .
. abatement procedures will be reviewed as
to such pursuits. .
part of the Airport Master Plan process
Jets create noise. With or and recommendations will be provided on
without noise abatement how to improve them.
restrictions and technology
and even with pilots being
asked to 'use their good Letter
41 | Noise & submitted to

judgment' ... noise is noise.
In speaking with one of the
City Council Members, she
indicated that there could

be up to 10 flights per day.

C&S




One initial concern we
came to realize was the
delaying of the CLUP and
dated policy(s) that speak
to limited overnight patient
stays present and future at
the hospital. | have been
working with Lyn Barnett,
of Wells Barnett and
Associates and John
Hitchcock, City Liaison to
the Tahoe Regional

To our knowledge the Airport Land Use
Compatibility Plan (ALUCP) update has not
been delayed and will likely be updated
when the Airport Master Plan and follow-
on environmental document is completed.

. . This will allow for a more accurate ALUCP Letter
Noise/Land Planning Agency and am . .
42 L by using a more accurate forecast of the submitted to
Use very appreciative thus far . .
L airports needs and future. Sherry Miller
for their input. In the
interim | believe that we .
. . The ALUCP was last updated in 2004 and
are headed in the right . .
o o although it is 10 years old, traffic at the
direction however, it is of . .
. airport and land uses surrounding the
the utmost importance airport have not changed a great deal
that Barton be made aware P & & '
of any future policy that
may impact the hospital
prior to the adoption or
implementation. Thank you
for your consideration of
my request.
Pavement maintenance is
our #1 concern.
Unfortunately, the airport
doesn’t have a pavement
maintenance program. The
asphalt is the greatest
asset the airport has. We
were instrumental in
having the runway rebuilt A pavement maintenance management
five (5) years ago, and since | program (PMMP) is identified within the Comment
then, nothing has been 2014 Airport Capital Improvement emailed from
43 | Infrastructure .
done to preserve that Program (ACIP). Provided that all FBO to C&S
multi-million dollar necessary funding is available, the PMMP | Companies

investment. Further, the
condition of the GA ramp is
quite candidly deplorable.
For what it’s worth, we
have even offered to
contribute financially to the
paving of the GA ramp.
That offer was previously
declined by the airport.

will begin later this year.
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Infrastructure

Gates, fencing, and access
are challenging in the
respect that the
infrastructure suffers from
deferred maintenance. In
essence, it’s not very user
friendly. The intercom
system is inoperative on
the gates, making it very
difficult for vehicular access
to aircraft.

45

Infrastructure

Infrastructure investment
has been minimal over the
course of the past few
years. That would not
normally concern us,
however, there is much in
the way of deferred
maintenance. What is very
frustrating is that we have
offered to contribute
financially to many of the
deferred maintenance
issues, and the city has not
accepted our offer to do
so. We have a greater
investment in the airport
than any other entity spare
the FAA. We'd like to see
the overall condition of the
infrastructure improved,
and we’re willing to invest
to make that happen.

Comment has been noted.

Please see response to comment #31.

Comment
emailed from
FBO to C&S
Companies

Comment
emailed from
FBO to C&S
Companies
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Equipment

The ASOS is inaccurate and
has become a safety of
flight issue. Should an
aircraft accident occur as a
result of the erroneous
ASOS readings, the airport
could be found to be
liable. Part of the problem
with the ASOS is its
location, and Sherry has
indicated that it would be
relocated to the mid-field
windsock where it rightfully
belongs. Its present
location does not provide
for accurate reporting as
the winds are blocked by
nearby terrain and trees.
This has been an ongoing
issue dating back better
than a decade, and nothing
has ever been done about
it.

The Airport Surface Observation Station
(ASOS) is owned by the FAA and operated
by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA).

A number of agencies including the NOAA
and FAA have been advised of pilot
concerns and they continue to work on an
acceptable alternative location for the
weather reporting equipment.

Comment
emailed from
FBO to C&S
Companies
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Instrument
Approach
Procedures

With regards to departures
and arrivals, we need a
southbound instrument
departure. All of our
instrument arrivals are
oriented to land on runway
18, with all of our SID’s
departing from runway 36.
That’s not good planning.
A southbound instrument
departure is possible, albeit
challenging due to terrain
constraints. Prevailing
winds at the airport are out
of the south, and this has
been a historical challenge
for departing aircraft for
years. It would also be
beneficial to have a
precision approach to
runway 18 in the form of
an ILS or WAAS approach. |
believe that this would be
one of the best
investments the airport
could make in terms of
receiving the “biggest bang
for the buck”.

The Airport Master Plan process includes a
review of current arrival and departure
procedures to the Airport and will make
recommendations to improve them based
on available aircraft navigation
technologies.

Comment
emailed from
FBO to C&S
Companies
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Safety

Safety of the community
should be first and
foremost in the minds of
the City Council Members.
The proposed flight path is
directly over a very
populated area. This is not
the 1970s. A great deal of
construction has occurred
since that time and full
time residents and
businesses are located in
this corridor. | am
extremely concerned about
the safety of 100
seat/passenger commercial
jets flying over this area.
There have been several
plane crashes with
fatalities within the last
two years in Tahoe; one
with a family of six aboard
crashing close to Barton
Hospital. These were small
planes/jets ... how can
there be a guarantee that
this will not happen again
... only this time maybe
with a larger casualty
count.

| have been told by pilots
that the wind currents in
this area are 'tricky and
dangerous' for even the
most experienced pilot.

Safety is one of the City’s primary
concerns when it comes to making
decisions that will affect the community.
The master planning process will help
identify any shortcomings in the airport
operating procedures and the ALUCP will
help identify any areas surrounding the
airport that are in a safety compromised
area. Currently, City zoning codes are in
conformity with the airport ALUCP.

To this date the City/Community has not
determined that scheduled commercial
will be appropriate for South Lake Tahoe.

Letter
submitted to
C&S
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Safety

In closing, my husband and
| bought our home 12 years
ago in the County area. We
moved to Lake Tahoe from
the San Francisco Bay
Area/Peninsula so that we
could live and eventually
retire in a more peaceful,
safe environment. | am
hopeful we can keep it that
way.

Comment has been noted.

Please see the response to comment #46.

Letter
submitted to
C&S




If the Master Plan is to be
considered for adoption by

Potential environmental impacts will be
considered in the analysis of all
development alternatives. Subsequent to

the TRPA as well as the City . . . . Letter
. - the alternatives analysis the City will .
Environmental | Council, is the scope of the | . .. . ) submitted to
50 . . initiate a separate environmental analysis .
Analysis Plan and environmental . City of South
. that will be completed to meet the
analysis adequate to meet . . . Lake Tahoe
. requirements of the California
TRPA Regional Plan and . .
) Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
Master Plan requirements?
TRPA.
h .
Jet fuel emissions affect Comment has been noted
the environment. How will . . . . . Letter
. . . Potential environmental impacts, including .
51 | Air Quality you guarantee that air ) . . . ) submitted to
- . noise and air pollution will be considered
quality won't be . . C&S
. in the analysis of all development
compromised? . S
alternatives and certainly in the follow-on
environmental document.
If and when capital projects are made, the
grant match for airport improvements will
The EAA will fund 90% of likely come from Stream En\{ironment
. . Zone (SEZ) credits that the airport holds.
the airport improvement. Letter
52 | Fundi Wh ill the 109 bmitted t
unding ere will the 10% come The FAA grants fluctuate between 90% submitted o
from .... bonds, grants, 0 . . C&S
rivate donors? and 95%. Some projects are eligible for
P ’ additional grant funds from the California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
Division of Aeronautics.
If a full service airport is . .
. . . The FAA requires that the airport be used
open, the City Offices will . . .
for aviation related purposes if necessarily
need to relocate. In a .
. . appropriate. Currently there are no plans
recently published article, . . .
. . for City Administration to move from the
Citv Office it stated that the City saved siroort Letter
53 v . $100,000 per year by port. submitted to
Location

housing the City Offices at
the airport. Where will the
City Offices move and what
will be the cost to the
taxpayers?

If at some point in the future City
Administration was required to relocate,
the City would find an appropriate
location at the best price possible.

C&S
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Traffic

How will traffic patterns on
our roads be addressed if a
full service airport is
established?

Part of the current master planning
process is identifying appropriate facility
requirements — this includes ingress and
egress, parking and transportation.

Letter
submitted to
C&S
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Airport
Closure

We support closing the
airport.

Under the Airport and Airway
Improvement Program Act of 1982 (AIP),
the FAA has provided federal funding in
the form of grants to assist in the
development and maintenance of Lake
Tahoe Airport. Over the past 20 years, the
City has received $19,234,292 in AIP grant
funding. As a public-use airport that has
been purchased and developed with the
aid of federal funds, Federal Law requires
the compliance of specific regulations and
guidelines prior to closure. Assurances
associated with receiving grant funding
remain in full force and effect for the
useful life of the facilities developed under
the project but not more than 20 years.
Under current grant assurances the City
would need to obtain FAA consent prior to
closure of the Airport. This would include
the following:

-A determination that the airport is no
longer needed within the National Air
Transportation System;

-Return of monies proportionate to the
government’s share of the cost of
acquisition and/or development within the
past 20 years; and

-FAA Associate Administrator of Airports
concurrence on airport closure.

Furthermore, the identification of
alternatives as part of this master planning
process, including airport closure, is based
on the existing and forecasted needs of
the airport and its service area.

Please attached letter the FAA has
provided regarding airport closure.

Public
Meeting #1 -
Comment
Card




Public

Meeting #1 -
Airport Shut down (or downsize) Please see response to comment #52 and Comment
56 P . attached letter the FAA has provided Card (mailed
Closure the airport. . . -
regarding airport closure. to Weidinger
PR following
meeting)
A review of existing facilities and
We need to look to oper.ati.ons at airports within close. public
. . . . proximity to Lake Tahoe Airport will be .
Airport alternatives to air traffic . . Meeting #1 -
57 . . . documented and evaluated in the Airport
Closure into SLT-Mindan [sic], . . Comment
. Master Plan report. Potential relocation of
Carson City, etc. . . . Card
operations to other airports will be
considered in the alternatives analysis.
At present, City Council has
many projects 'in the
works'. For instance, our
roads are a disgrace. We
have a 'hole in the ground'
Other at Stateline and have just The master planning process will not Letter
58 Concerns enough money to build a detract from the City Council’s committed | submitted to

facade. We have parking
meter issues. City Council
should focus their energy
and efforts towards
resolution of these
problems.

focus on strategically improving the City.

C&S




U.S. Department

of Transportation

Federal Aviation
Administration

Western-Pacific Region 1000 Marina Boulevard, Suite 220
San Francisco Airports District Office Brisbane, CA 94005-1835

April 17,2014

Sherry Miller

Airport Manager

Lake Tahoe Airport

1901 Airport Road, Suite 100
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Dear Ms. Miller:

Information on Airport Closure
South Lake Tahoe Airport

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will act on an airport sponsor’s request for release
and closure to the extent that such action will benefit the public interest in civil aviation. The
FAA will not consider a release and closure for an airport: (a) if the airport in question serves a
unique role and there is no comparable alternative within the immediate vicinity; (b) if the
airport is part of a system of airports and the role it fulfills is important to the continued operation
of the local airport system; (c) if the airport supports a level of activity that classifies it as either
"National" or "Regional" in the NPIAS Report to Congress.

The FAA will take no public position either approving or denying a sponsor’s request to close a
federally obligated airport until the FAA has completed a thorough review and analysis of the
sponsor’s request. An airport sponsor has an obligation to conduct its own analysis and provide a

justification for its request for closure. [For your reference, please see Attachment 1 for definitions
relating to terms used in this letter and Attachment 2 listing the relevant FAA rules, policy, statutes, and
regulations.]

RELEASE OF ENTIRE AIRPORT

In all cases, the benefit to civil aviation is the FAA’s prime concern and is represented by various
considerations. These include the future growth in operations; capacity of the airport; the
interests of aeronautical users and service providers; the state aeronautical agency, and the local,
regional, and national interests of the airport, and the impact on the airport system (state and
national). It is the responsibility of the FAA airports district offices (ADOs) and regional
airports divisions to review the release request and recommend a course of action for ACO-1.
Major considerations in granting approval of a release request include:

1. The reasonableness and practicality of the sponsor's request.

2. The effect of the request on needed aeronautical facilities.

3. The net benefit to civil aviation.

4. The compatibility of the proposal with the needs of civil aviation.

5. The existing airport must be in a safe and operable condition, and not in disrepair.
1



The FAA granting a release depends on the type of obligating document, such as a property
conveyance or grant agreement.

The FAA Associate Administrator for Airports (ARP-1) is the FAA approving official for a
sponsor’s request to be released from its federal obligations for the purpose of closing or
disposing of an entire airport. Each request to release an entire airport shall be considered by
ARP-1 on a case-by-case basis.

Release of Federal Obligations. Before any action is taken to close a federally obligated
airport, FAA must determine whether to release a sponsor from its federal obligations. A release
of federal obligations can result in a closure of the airport and disposal of the property. The use
of the proceeds resulting from these actions will be determined by the FAA.

A release of federal obligations can also result in removal from the National Plan of Integrated
Airport Systems (NPIAS), regardless of whether the airport continues to operate as an airport,
without the benefit of future grant funding. A release of obligations associated with federally
acquired land can eliminate the perpetual obligation to operate the airport. A release associated
with grant funded improvements can be considered to reduce the useful life (administratively)
associated with such grant improvements.

ALL DISPOSALS OF AIRPORT REAL PROPERTY

All land shown on an Exhibit “A” Property Map constitutes the airport’s federally obligated
property. A sponsor is federally obligated to obtain FAA consent to delete any land described
and shown on the Exhibit “A” or the Airport Layout Plan (ALP) if no Exhibit “A” exists. All
sale proceeds are treated as airport revenue and deposited in the airport account for eventual
disbursement to a new sponsor or replacement airport. The airport sponsor must receive fair
market value (FMV) compensation for the disposal of all airport real property even if the
existing sponsor retains ownership of the land for a non-airport purpose.

Reinvestment of Federal Share. After the FAA has determined that a release of grant funded
improvements is appropriate and that the release serves the interest of the public in civil aviation,
the FAA may require the sponsor, as a condition of the release, to reimburse the federal
government or reinvest in an approved AIP eligible project. The amount to be reimbursed or
reinvested is an amount representing the unamortized portion of the useful life of the federal
grant remaining at the time the facility will be removed from aeronautical use.

Release of Federal Obligations and Disposal of Airport Property. The airport sponsor must
convince the FAA that its plans for the use, and possible disposal, of surplus property benefit
civil aviation. A total release permitting the sale and disposal of airport real property shall not
be granted unless it can be clearly shown that the disposal of such property will benefit civil
aviation. An important factor of the justification of net benefit to civil aviation must include an



amount equal to the current fair market value (FMV) of the property is realized as a consequence
of the release and such amount is committed to airport purposes.

The airport owner requesting a release of airport land must identify and support the reason for
which the release is requested. One justification of a release could be a showing that the
expected net proceeds from the sale of the property at its current market value will be required to
finance items of airport development and improvement in the local public airport system where
that need has been confirmed with FAA concurrence. A sponsor's request must assure that the
federal government shall be reimbursed or the federal share of the net proceeds will be
reinvested in a replacement airport, or in another operating publicly-owned airport in the NPIAS.

Except where the grant agreement specifically provides otherwise (by special condition), the
amount to be reimbursed shall be the unamortized amount of the federal share of the grant. Any
release of airport land for sale or disposal shall be subject to a written commitment of the airport
sponsor to receive a fair market value for the property. FAA shall not issue a release without this
commitment. [A history of AIP grants and amounts is shown in Enclosure 3 for your reference.]

Airport Sponsor Request for Release. The sponsor must submit its request for release in
writing and signed by a duly authorized official of the sponsor. Normally, the sponsor submits
an original request and supporting material to the ADO or regional airports division. The
sponsor must make its request specific with justification for a release and closure. If the FAA
finds the request reasonable and practical, the FAA will request the sponsor to submit the plan
justifying the Net Benefit to Civil Aviation, and the financial and implementation plan, for FAA
approval.

FAA Determination on Sponsor Requests. The statutes, regulations, and policy applicable to
the specific types of agreements involved must guide the decision to grant or deny the request
based on the evaluation factors. In addition, the FAA must determine if FAA Order 5050.4B
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Implementing Instructions for Airport Projects
requires an environmental review procedure.

Continuing restrictions may be required to be included in any deed, lease, or other conveyance of
a property interest to others to protect the airspace.

As a matter of policy, the FAA will provide public notice of a proposed release of a sponsor
from its federal obligations regarding the closure of a federally obligated airport. At least 30
days prior to the agency’s determination of an airport sponsor’s request to release aeronautical
property or facilities, notice must be published in the Federal Register to afford the public an
opportunity to comment. Public notice is also an opportunity for the FAA to obtain additional
information as a part of its evaluation of the airport sponsor’s request. It allows the FAA to take
public comment into account in the agency’s decision making. In addition, the airport sponsor is
encouraged to provide local notice and notify tenants in a timely manner to ensure they are aware
of the proposed action and have an opportunity to comment.



When the FAA determines that the request is contrary to the public interest and therefore cannot
grant the request, ARP-1 will advise the airport sponsor in writing of the denial.

Please contact our office at (650) 827-7629 should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

(o Lricdos.

Robert Lee
Airports Compliance Specialist



Attachment 1

DEFINITIONS: The FAA Administrator's authority to grant a release depends on the type of
obligating document, such as a property conveyance or grant agreement.

Federally Obligated Airport Property — is all property identified on an airport’s Exhibit A
property map. It is not limited to the airside property or that property purchased with Airport
Improvement Program funds or donated under the Surplus Property Act of 1944, as

amended. Most Federally Obligated Airport Property is listed in the National Plan of
Integrated Airport System (NPIAS). However such property can also be excluded from the
NPIAS and remain obligated by Surplus property conveyances and or grant agreements. Any
property, when described as part of an airport in an agreement with the United States or
defined by an airport layout plan (ALP) or listed in the Exhibit “A” property map, is
considered to be “dedicated” or obligated property for airport purposes by the terms of the
agreement.

Release is defined as the formal, written authorization discharging and relinquishing the
FAA’s right to enforce an airport’s contractual obligations. In some cases, the release is
limited to releasing the sponsor from a particular assurance or federal obligation. In other
cases, a release may permit disposal of certain airport property.

Release Agreement - This document is the formal agreement used in cases where the sponsor
of a closing airport is transferring assets to another sponsor of a NPIAS airport in the region
facility

Duration and Authority - When the duration of the physical useful life of all grant funded
improvement ends, the sponsor can request a closure of the airport. The physical useful life
of such a facility extends to the time it is serviceable and useable with ordinary day-to-day
maintenance. However, airport land acquired with federal assistance under the Airport
Improvement Program (AIP) and/or conveyed as surplus or nonsurplus property remains
federally obligated until released by the FAA.




Attachment 2

STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

A. Statutes

1.

2,

5.
6.

Title 49 U.S.C. §46319 Permanent Closure of An Airport without
providing sufficient notice

Title 49 U.S.C. §47107(c)(2)(B) Written Assurances on
Acquiring(Disposal) of federally acquired land.

Title 49 U.S.C. §47107(h) Modifying Assurances and Requiring
Compliance with Additional Assurances.

Title 49 U.S.C. §47107(h)(2) Public Notice Before Waiver of Aeronautical
Land Use Assurance.- the Secretary must provide notice to the public not
less than 30 days before making such modification.

Title 49 U.S.C. §47133 Restriction on use of revenues

Title 49 U.S.C. §47153 Federal Surplus Property

(Also see Surplus Property Act of 1944 [P.L. 80-289]

B. Code of Federal Regulations

1.

2

3.

49 CFR 18.31: Uniform Grants/Real Property (c) Disposition. (1)
Retention of title.(2) Sale of property.(3) Transfer of title.

49 CFR Part 157 Notice of Construction, Alteration, Activation, and
Deactivation of Airports

49 CFR Part 155 Federal Surplus Property

C. Grant Assurances, Airport Compliance Manual, 5190.6B

1
g
3.

Grant Assurance 19. Maintenance and Operations
Grant Assurance 20. Hazard Removal and Mitigation
Chapter 22, Releases from Federal Obligations

D. Policy — Policy and Procedures Concerning the Use of Airport Revenue (64 FR
7697), February 16, 1999.



Airport Improvement Grants Summary 1994 - 2014

PAST 20 YEARS
Row Labels
3-06-0249-012-1994
3-06-0249-013-1994
3-06-0249-014-1995
3-06-0249-015-1996
3-06-0249-016-1997
3-06-0249-017-1998
3-06-0249-018-1999
3-06-0249-019-2000
3-06-0249-020-2001
3-06-0249-022-2003
3-06-0249-023-2004
3-06-0249-024-2005
3-06-0249-025-2006
3-06-0249-026-2007
3-06-0249-027-2008
3-06-0249-028-2008
3-06-0249-030-2009
3-06-0249-031-2010
3-06-0249-032-2012
3-06-0249-033-2012
3-06-0249-034-2013
3-06-0249-035-201

mGl:;ﬁvtiiTotal

|
{

LAND ACQUISITION

i

Sum of Entitlement

F‘Sumpf Dis;re;ionary

Attachment 3

Sum of Total

H
|
1
|
|
H
|
1
{
i
|

1

251,737.00
236,362.00
193,424.00
338,550.00
397,662.00
156,086.00
4,059.00
189,613.00
104,252.00
223,872.00
495,748.00
150,000.00
150,000.00
256,445.00
2,440,672.00
1,450,303.00
288,000.00
315,000.00
108,000.00
1,080,711.00

341,206.00
685,926.00
378,246.00
896,844.00

9,406.00

6,624,366.00
298,765.00

592,943.00
922,288.00
571,670.00
896,844.00
338,550.00
397,662.00
156,086.00
4,059.00
189,613.00
104,252.00
223,872.00
505,154.00
150,000.00
150,000.00
256,445.00
6,624,366.00
2,739,437.00
1,450,303.00
288,000.00
315,000.00
108,000.00
1,080,711.00

" 8,830,496.00
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© 9,234,759.00

$
$
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$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
s
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

18,065,255.00

Row Labels 7 Sum of Entitlement  Sum of Discretionary  Sum of Total
~ Acquire Land For Approaches  $ - §  882,747.00 $  882,747.00
3-06-0249-015-1996 $ - 5 882,747.00 $  882,747.00
Acquire Miscellaneous Land S 286,290.00 S - S 286,290.00
 3-06-0249-011-1993  $  286,290.00 $ 7 - $  286,290.00
Grand Total $  286,290.00 $  882,747.00 $ 1,169,037.00



