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PREFACE

This document is the 1st of 12 parts of the official triennial compilation and publication of the adoptions, amendments
and repeal of administrative regulations to California Code of Regulations, Title 24, also referred to as the California
Building Standards Code. This part is known as the California Administrative Code, also known as the California
Building Standards Administrative Code.

The California Building Standards Code is published in its entirety every three years by order of the California legislature,
with supplements published in intervening years. The California legislature delegated authority to various state agencies,
boards, commissions and departments to create building regulations to implement the State’s statutes. These building reg-
ulations, or standards, have the same force of law, and take effect 180 days after their publication unless otherwise stipu-
lated. The California Building Standards Code applies to occupancies in the State of California as annotated.

A city, county, or city and county may establish more restrictive building standards reasonably necessary because of
local climatic, geological or topographical conditions. Findings of the local condition(s) and the adopted local building
standard(s) must be filed with the California Building Standards Commission to become effective and may not be effec-
tive sooner than the effective date of this edition of the California Building Standards Code. Local building standards
that were adopted and applicable to previous editions of the California Building Standards Code do not apply to this
edition without appropriate adoption and the required filing.

Should you find publication (e.g., typographical) errors or inconsistencies in this code or wish to offer comments
toward improving its format, please address your comments to:

California Building Standards Commission
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, CA 95833-2936

Phone: (916) 263-0916
Fax: (916) 2630959

Web Page: www.bsc.ca.gov
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CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24

California Agency Information Contact List

Board of State and Community Corrections

WWW.BSCC.CA.GOV . oo oo (916) 445-5073
Local Adult Jail Standards
Local Juvenile Facility Standards

California Building Standards Comimnission
WWW.DSC.Ca.gov. ... ... (916) 263-0916

California Energy Commission

WWW.ERIegy.ca.gov. ............ Energy Hotline (800) 772-3300
Building Efficiency Standards

Appliance Efficiency Standards

Compliance Manual/Forms

California State Lands Commission

WWW.SIC.ca.gov ..o e (562) 499-6312
Marine Oil Terminals

California State Library
www.library.ca.gov ... .. ... L (916) 654-0266

Departinent of Consumer Affairs:

Acupuncture Board

WWW.ACUPURCTUTE.CA.ZOV . . . v v oo v e e e (916) 515-5200
Office Standards

Board of Pharmacy

WWW.PRATINACY.CA.GOV . ..o oo e i e (916) 574-7900

Pharmacy Standards

Bureau of Barbering and Cosmetology

www.barbercosmo.ca.gov ...... ... ... .... (916) 952-5210
Barber and Beauty Shop,
and College Standards

Bureau of Electronic and Appliance Repair,

Home Furnishings and Thermal Insulation

www.bearffti.ca.gov.......... ... ... 0., (916) 999-2041
Insulation Testing Standards

Structural Pest Control Board

www,pestboard.ca.gov..................... (800) 737-8188

Structural Standards
Veterinary Medical Board

WWW.D.CA.OV. . ..ot (916) 263-2610
Veterinary Hospital Standards
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Department of Food and Agriculture
www.cdfa.ca.gov
Meat & Poultry Packing Plant Standards (916) 654-0509
Dairy Standards (916) 654-0773

Department of Housing and Community Development

WWW.RCA.CA.QOV. . ... (916) 445-9471
Residential- Hotels, Motels, Apartments,

Single-Family Dwellings; and

Permanent Structures in Mobilehome &

Special Occupancy Parks

(916) 445-3338
Factory-Built Housing, Manufactured Housing &
Commercial Modular

Mobilehome- Permits & Inspections
Northern Region—(916) 255-2501
Southern Region—~(916) 782-4420

(916) 445-9471
Employee Housing Standards

Department of Public Health

wwwdph.ca.gov. . ... o o i o (916) 449-5661
Organized Camps Standards
Public Swimming Pools Standards

Division of the State Architect

www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa. .. ......... . . 0 ... (916) 445-8100
Access Compliance
Structural Safety

Public Schools Standards
Essential Services Building Standards
Community College Standards
State Historical Building Safety Board
Alternative Building Standards

Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development

www.oshpd.ca.gov........... ... ... ... .. ... (916) 440-8356
Hospital Standards

Skilled Nursing Facility Standards &

Clinic Standards

Permits

Office of the State Fire Marshal

osfinfireca.gov...... ... .. ... . (916) 445-8200
Code Development and Analysis
Fire Safety Standards




HOW TO DETERMINE WHERE
CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE

Symbols in the margins indicate where changes have been
made or language has been deleted.

H This symbol indicates that a change has been made.

> This symbol indicates deletion of language.
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California Matrix Adoption Tables

Format of the California Matrix Adoption Tables

The matrix adoption tables, examples of which follow, are non-regulatory aids intended to show the user which state agencies have
adopted and/or amended given sections of the model code. An agency's statutory authority for certain occupancies or building
applications determines which chapter or section may be adopted, repealed, amended or added. See Chapter 1, Division I, Sections

Adopt the entire IBC chapter without state amendments.

The side headings identify the scope of state agencies’ adoption as follows:

1.2 through 1.14 for agency authority, building applications and enforcement responsibilities.

If there is an “X” under a particular state agency’s acronym on this row; this means that particular state agency has adopted the entire
model code chapter without any state amendments.

Example:

CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE-MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE

(Matrix Adoption Tables are non-regulatory, intended only as an aid to the user. See Chapter 1 for state agency authority and building application.)

CHAPTER 2 — DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS

i HCD DSA OSHPD
Adopting agency 1
BSC  SFM| 1 | 2 [1-AC| AC | SS | SS/CC 2 3 BSCC |DPH|AGR | DWR| CA | SL |SLC
Adopt entire chapter X
Adopt entire chapter as amended s | a M L E

(amended sections listed below)

Adopt only those sections that
are listed below

Chapter/Section

Adopt the entire IBC chapter as amended, state-amended sections are listed below:

If there is an “X” under a particular state agency’s acronym on this row, it means that particular state agency has adopted the entire

model code chapter; with state amendments.

Each state-amended section that the agency has added to that particular chapter is listed. There will be an “X” in the column, by
that particular section, under the agency’s acronym, as well as an “X” by each section that the agency has adopted.

Example:

CHAPTER 2 - DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Adopting agency

HCD

DSA

OSHPD

BSC | SFM

2

1-AC

AC

Ss

SS/CC

2

3

BSCC

DPH

AGR

DWR

CA

SL

SLC

Adopt entire chapter

Adopt entire chapter as amended
(amended sections listed below)

Adopt only those sections that
are listed below

Chapter/Section

202
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Adopt only those sections that are listed below:

If there is an “X”" under a particular state agency’s acronym on this row, it means that particular state agency is adopting only specific
model code or state-amended sections within this chapter. There will be an “X” in the column under the agency’s acronym, as well
as an “X” by each section that the agency has adopted.

Example:

CHAPTER 2 — DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS
‘ HCD DSA OSHPD
BSC SFM 1 | 2 |tac|ac|ss sscc 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 BSCC DPH AGR DWR|CA SL |SLC

Adopting agency

Adopt entire chapter

‘ Adopt entire chapter as
amended (amended sections
listed below)
ooty x Js A woe oL e
| Chapter 1
202 X! X S A M P L E
202 X | X C O N
203 X | X
203 X | X

Xii 2013 CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE



CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING
STANDARDS COMMISSION

ARTICLE 1
GENERAL

1-101. Abbreviations. The following abbreviations shall
apply to Title 24, California Code of Regulations. Abbrevia-
tions may also be provided in each of the other eleven parts of
Title 24. Whenever an abbreviation provided in this section
conflicts with an abbreviation provided within another part of
Title 24, the abbreviation meaning provided in the other part
shall prevail within that part.

AGR Department of Food and Agriculture (see Note)
BSC Identifies code provisions by the Building
Standards Commission (see Note)
BSCC Identifies code provisions by the Board of
State and Community Corrections (see Note)
CA Department of Consumer Affairs (see Note)
CBC California Building Code (Part 2 of Title 24)
CCR California Code of Regulations
CEBC California Existing Building Code
(Part 10 of Title 24)
CEC California Electrical Code (Part 3 of Title 24)
CEC California Energy Code (Part 6 of Title 24)
CEC California Energy Commission (see Note)
CGBSC  Cadlifornia Green Building Standards Code
(Part 11 of Title 24) also known as CALGreen
CHBC California Historical Building Code
(Part 8 of Title 24)
CMC California Mechanical Code (Part 4 of Title 24)
CPC California Plumbing Code (Part 5 of Title 24)
CRC California Residential Code (Part 2.5 of Title 24)
CRSC California Referenced Standards Code (Part 12
of Title 24)
DPH Identifies code provisions by the Department of
Public Health (see Note)
DWR Identifies code provisions by the Department of
‘Water Resources (see Note)
DSA Division of the State Architect, a division within
the Department of General Services
DSA-SS  Identifies code provisions by the Division of the

State Architect-Structural Safety (see Note)
DSA-SS/CC Identifies provisions by the Division of the State
Architect-Structural Safety, applicable to
community colleges as specified.
Identifies code provisions by the Division of the
State Architect-Access Compliance (see Note)

DSA-AC

DOE Department of Education

DOT Department of Transportation

HCD Housing and Community Development

HCD1 Identifies code provisions by the HCD (see Note)
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HCD2 Identifies code provisions by the HCD (see Note)

HCD 1AC Identifies code provisions by the HCD (see Note)

IBC International Building Code®

IFC International Fire Code®

IEBC International Existing Building Code®

IRC International Residential Code®

NEC National Electrical Code®

NFPA National Fire Protection Association

OHP Office of Historical Preservation

OSHPD  Office of Statewide Health Planning &
Development

OSHPD 1 Identifies code provisions by OSHPD (see Note)

OSHPD?2 Identifies code provisions by OSHPD (see Note)

OSHPD 3 Identifies code provisions by OSHPD (see Note)

OSHPD4 Identifies code provisions by OSHPD (see Note)

SFM Identifies code provisions by the Office of the
State Fire Marshal (see Note)

SHSB Identifies code provisions by State Historical
Building Safety Board (see Note)

SL Identifies code provisions by the State Library
(see Note)

SLC Identifies code provisions by the State Lands
Commission (see Note)

UBC™  Uniform Building Code; the UBC is no longer

published or adopted in the current edition of
Title 24.

UBC STDS Uniform Building Code Standards; the UBC
STDS is no longer published, but relevant
standards are referenced in the CEBC.

UFC Uniform Fire Code; the UFC is no longer
published or adopted in the current edition of
Title 24.

UHC Uniform Housing Code; adopted by HCD in
Chapter 1 of Title 25.

UMC Uniform Mechanical Code®

UpPC Uniform Plumbing Code®

Note: For information regarding the code provisions adopted by this state
agency and the application of such adoptions, see the state agency administra-
tive chapters in the various parts of Title 24, California Code of Regulations.

Authority: Government Code Section 11000, and Health and Safety Code Sec-
tion 18931 (f).

Reference: Government Code Section 11000, and Health and Safety Code
Section 18931 (d).

1-103. Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to
this Chapter 1, of Part 1, of Title 24, California Code of Regula-
tions. Definitions may also be provided in each of the other
eleven parts of Title 24. Whenever a definition provided in this
section conflicts with a definition provided within another part
of Title 24, the definition provided in the other part shall prevail

1



ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION

within that part. Additional definitions are provided in Article 5 the amendment or repeal of an existing building standard
of this chapter. or administrative regulation in Title 24.

(a) ADOPTING AGENCY (or state adopting agency).
An agency of state government with authority in law to
develop and adopt building standards for approval and
publication in Title 24, California Code of Regulations,
by the Commission. An adopting agency has authority to
conduct public hearings aside from the public hearings
conducted by the Commission. See Proposing Agency.

(b) APPEAL. An appeal to the Commission, as provided
and limited by Health and Safety Code Sections 18945
through 19849, by any person adversely affected by the
application of an existing building standard or adminis-
trative regulation in Title 24, by a state agency or local
agency. See Petition.

(c) CALGreen. The California Green Building Standards
in Part 11 of Title 24, California Code of Regulations.

(d) CHALLENGE. A public comment received during
a comment period and directed at a proposed change or a
code advisory committee recommendation or the proce-
dures followed by the Commission in proposing or
adopting the action.

(e) CODE ADVISORY COMMITTEE. An advisory
panel or body appointed to advise the Commission with
respect to building standards as authorized by Health and
Safety Code Section 18927.

(fy CODE CHANGE. A proposed change to, or addition
of, a building standard as defined by Health and Safety
Code Section 18909, or administrative regulation of Title
24.

(g) CODE CHANGE SUBMITTAL. A proposed code
change for Title 24 and its justification submitted to the
Commission by a proposing agency.

(h) COMMISSION. The California Building Standards
Commission established under Health and Safety Code,
Division 13, Part 2.5, commencing with Section 18901.

(i) ENFORCING AGENCY (or Enforcement
Agency). An agency, board, commission, department,
division, office or individual assigned by law or ordi-
nance as being responsible for the enforcement of build-
ing standards.

(j) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. The Chief Executive
appointed by the California Building Standards Com-
mission pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section
18925, to carry out the duties assigned by the California
Building Standards Commission as designated in Health
and Safety Code, Division 13, Part 2.5, commencing
with Section 18901.

(k) JUSTIFICATION. An initial statement of reasons
and the information needed to complete a notice of pro-
posed action, including a determination as to the effect of
the code change on housing costs.

(1) PETITION. A written submittal to the Commission
by any person for the purpose of proposing a new build-
ing standard or administrative regulation in Title 24, or

(m) PROPOSING AGENCY (or state proposing
agency). A state agency having authority and responsi-
bility to propose a building standard for adoption by the
Commission and publication in Title 24, California Code
of Regulations. A proposing agency does not have
authority to conduct public hearings for the adoption of
building standards. See Adopting Agency.

(n) PUBLIC UTILITY. The California Public Utilities
Commission (PUC); or which would otherwise by regu-
lated by the PUC but are exempted by municipal charter.

(o) SPECIAL CODE ADVISORY COMMITTEE.
An ad hoc committee established by the Commission,
when necessary, to advise the Commission on a subject
in the code needing extensive revision or on a complex
subject which needs to be regulated or to perform a
review of a proposed code change that warrants special
technical review.

(p) TECHNICAL REVIEW. A review of a proposed
code change and its justification conducted pursuant to
Health and Safety Code Section 18930 (c), (d), (e), (f) to
ensure that a code change is justified in terms of nine-point
criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930 (a).

(q) TITLE 24. The 24th title within the California Code
of Regulations. Title 24 is reserved for building stan-
dards and administrative regulations to implement build-
ing standards approved and published by the California
Building Standards Commission.
Authority: Government Code 11000, and Health and Safety Code Sections
18929.1, 18931(f) and 18949.6.

Reference: Government Code 11000, and Health and Safety Code Sections
18927, 18929-18932, 18934, 18935, 18936, 18949.1, 18949.2, 18949.3,
18949.5 and 18949.6.

1-105. Use of Commission indicia.

(a) Other than the Commission, no person, firm, agency or
organization shall copy, duplicate, reprint or otherwise use
the indicia of the Commission without the express written
approval of the Commission. For the purposes of this section,
the Commission’s indicia shall include but not be limited to
any logo, symbol or emblem used by the Commission to
identify codes, standards, bulletins and other documents or
properties as being issued, adopted, approved, published or
maintained by the Commission.

(b) Requests for approval to copy, duplicate, reprint or other-
wise use the indicia of the Commission shall be in writing and
be submitted to the Executive Director at: California Building
Standards Commission, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite
130, Sacramento, California 95833. The address should be
confirmed at the Commission’s website. Requests shall
include the identification of the intended document or mate-
rial that is to include the indicium or indicia of the Commis-
sion, and the time frame for the proposed usage.

(c) The Executive Director, or his or her designee, shall pro-
vide a written response to requests received pursuant to
Subsection (b). Approvals of indicia usage may include lim-
itations to a specific usage, type of document or material,
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and or time frame. Denial of indicia usage shall include the
reasoning for the denial. The Commission shall consider
reasonably corrected resubmittals.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 18931(f)
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 18931(f)

ARTICLE 2
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE
BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION, THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, COMMISSION
PERSONNEL AND RESOURCES

1-201. Duties.

(a) Commission duties. The Commission shall perform all
functions relating to the adoption and publication of the Cali-
fornia Building Standards Code in Title 24 of the California
Code of Regulations prescribed by the California Building
Standards Law in Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Part
2.5, commencing with Section 18901.

(b) Executive Director duties. The Executive Director shall
be the primary individual responsible for implementing the
will of the Commission, and shall have the authority to:

1. Recommend to the Commission policies under which
the office of the Commission will operate.

2. Interpret and implement the policies of the Commis-
sion.

3. Provide the administrative direction for the day-to-day
work of the Commission.

4. Manage the technical and support staff of the Commis-
sion.

5. Represent the Commission to the Legislature.

6. Review and approve or disapprove agencies’ public
notices for proposed building standards per Sections
11346.4 and 11346.5 of the Government Code.

7. Ensure that state agencies comply with Section 18930
of the Health and Safety Code and Sections 11342
through 11446 (as required) of the Government Code,
when adopting building standards, prior to submission
to the Commission.
8. Negotiate and execute contractual agreements neces-
sary to carry out the mission of the Commission.
9. Manage the Commission’s appeal and petition process.
10. Represent the Commission to all levels of state and
local government, and with the private sector.
11. Perform other duties as required by the Commission
and state statute(s).
Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 18931.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18925 and 18931.

1-203. Development of standards.

(a) The commission shall adopt, approve, codify, update and
publish green building standards for occupancies that are not
under the explicit authority of another state agency. The com-
mission also may review and comment on proposals and pro-
posed standards developed by other agencies in order to reduce
or eliminate ambiguities or conflicts.
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(b) A list of agencies with specific authority to adopt or pro-
pose building standards to the commission includes the list of
agencies identified in Title 24, Part 2, the California Building
Code, Chapter 1, Division 1, Section 1.1, etal. The commission
shall work with these agencies to coordinate the adoption of
green building standards for residential and non-residential
occupancies.

(c) In developing green building standards, the commission
shall consult with the state entities it finds to be appropriate for
specific standards including, but not limited to, the following
State agencies:

1. Department of Resource Recycling and Recovery.

2. The California Energy Resources Conservation and
Development Commission.

. The California Air Resources Board,

. The California Department of Water Resources.
. The California Department of Transportation.

. The California Department of General Services.
. The California Department of Public Health.

8. Office of State Fire Marshal.

(d) The Commission also shall consult with representatives
from each of the following:

~N O bW

1. Environmental advocacy groups.

2. Interested local government and code enforcement
entities.

3. The building construction and design industry.
4. Interested public parties.

(e) The commission may consult with and seek input from
the entities and representatives identified in Subsections (c)
and (d) either by written comment or in a meeting format and
shall consider all input provided during the development of the
green building standards which is relevant to specific stan-
dards. The commission shall provide written responses to for-
mal comments received during the public comment period for
any proposed green building standards.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18909(c), 18929, 18930.5,
18931.6 and 18931.7.

Reference(s): Health and Safety Code Sections 18930.5, 18931.6, and
18931.7.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC07/09) Supplement adding Section 1-1004 Development of Stan-
dards to Chapter 1. Effective on January 1, 2011.

1-205. Conflict of interest disclosure.

(a) The Political Reform Act, specifically Government Code
Section 87306, requires state and local governmental agencies
to promulgate and adopt Conflict of Interest Codes. The Fair
Political Practices Commission has adopted a regulation, Title
2, California Code of Regulations, Section 18730, containing
the terms of standard Conflict of Interest Code, that can be
incorporated by reference, and that may be amended by the
Fair Political Practices Commission to conform to amend-
ments in the Political Reform Act after public notice and hear-
ings. Therefore, the terms of Title 2, California Code of
Regulations, Section 18730, and amendments thereto, duly
adopted by the Fair Political Practices Commission, are hereby
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incorporated by reference and constitute the Conflict of Inter-
est Code of the California Building Standards Commission.

Designated employees shall file statements of economic
interest with the Commission. Upon receipt of the statements
of the Commission members, the agency shall make and retain
a copy and forward the original of these statements to the Fair
Political Practices Commission. Statements of other desig-
nated employees are retained by the agency; no copies are for-
warded to the Fair Political Practices Commission.

(b) Designated Employee and Disclosure Category

DISCLOSURE
DESIGNATED POSITIONS CATEGORY

Chair of the Commission 1
Commissioners 1
Executive Director 1
Deputy Executive Director 1
Staff Services Manager [ 2.3

‘ Senior Architect 1
Associate Architect 1
Architectural Associate 1
Codes and Standards Administrator III 1
Associate Construction Analyst 1
Associate Governmental Program Analyst 3
Contracts Analyst (Administrative Staff 2
Service Analyst)
Consultants *

* Consultants shall be included in the list of designated positions and shall dis-
close pursuant to the disclosure requirements in this conflict-of-interest
code subject to the following limitation:

The Executive Director may determine in writing that a partic-
ular consultant, although a “designated position,” is hired to
perform arange of duties that is limited in scope and thus is not
required to fully comply with the disclosure requirements
described in this section. Such written determination shall
include a description of the consultant’s duties and, based upon
that description, a statement of the extent of disclosure require-
ments. The Executive Director’s determination is a public
record and shall be retained for public inspection in the same
manner and location as this conflict-of interest code.

1-207. Disclosure categories.
(a) Disclosure Category 1:

Individuals holding positions assigned to Disclosure Cate-
gory 1 must report interests in real property located with the
State of California; all investments and business positions in
business entities, and income, including gifts, loans and travel
payments, from all sources.

(b) Disclosure Category 2:

Individuals holding positions assigned to Disclosure Cate-
gory 2 must report investments and business positions in busi-
ness entities, and income, including gifts, loans and travel
payments, from sources, of the type that are required to adhere
to architectural and structural construction and building stan-
dards reviewed and approved by the Commission.

(c) Disclosure Category 3:

Individuals holding positions assigned to Disclosure Cate-
gory 3 must report investments and business positions in busi-
ness entities, and income, including gifts, loans and travel
payments, from sources, of the type to provide services and
goods used by the Commission.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 18909(f) and Government Code
Sections 82019 and 87306.

Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 18909(f) and Government Code
Sections 82019 and 87306.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/99) Article 1-7, Conflict of Interest Code. Amend Section
1-701. Approved by the Fair Political Practices Committee on October
29, 1999. Filed with the Secretary of State on December 31, 1999;
effective January 30, 2000.

2. (BSC 01/09) Article 1-7, Conflict of Interest Code, and Appendix.
Amend Section 1-701, add Section 1-702, and repeal the Appendix.
Approved by the Fair Political Practices Commission on October 13,
2009; effective on January 1, 2010.

1-209. Code advisory committees.

(a) Standing code advisory committees. The Commission
shall establish the following standing code advisory commit-
tees.

. Accessibility
. Plumbing, Electrical, Mechanical and Energy
. Building, Fire and Other Regulations
. Structural Design/Lateral Forces
. Health Facilities
6. Green Building

(b) Special code advisory committee. The Commission
may establish one or more special code advisory committees
when it determines that a subject in the code needs to be exten-
sively revised or that a complex subject which needs to be regu-

lated is not covered or that the content of a proposed code
change warrants special technical review.
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(¢) Quorum. A majority of the members of the code advi-
sory committee(s) shall constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business. A majority of the members present shall constitute
a quorum for determining the outcome of a vote.

(d) Members. The code advisory committees shall be lim-
ited to a maximum of nine voting members, appointed by the
Commission for one triennial code adoption cycle (3 years).
The Commission can extend the term beyond 3 years if deemed
necessary, and members shall hold appointments at the plea-
sure of the Commission. The appointments shall be made from
individuals knowledgeable in the building standards or general
subjects assigned to the specific committee. Members shall be
solicited by the Commission based on the representations
listed in this section. However, when there are no volunteers for
a specific representation following a 30-day advertisement of
an available committee position, the Commission may make
other appointments as deemed necessary to maintain the exper-
tise and balance of a committee:

1. Accessibility. The Commission shall solicit nomina-
tions from:

A. Ex-Officio Member(s)
(1) State Agency Representative(s)
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B. Voting Member(s)

(1) Disability Access Advocate Knowledgeable in
Visually Impaired

(2) Disability Access Advocate Knowledgeable in
Hearing Impaired

(3) Disability Access Advocate Knowledgeable in
Mobility Impaired

(4) Disability Access Advocate Knowledgeable in
Environmental Health Network or Other
Cognitively Impaired

(5) Local Government Building Official’
(6) Construction Industry

(7) Architect

(8) Fire Official

(9) Public Member

2. Plumbing, electrical mechanical and energy. The
Commission shall solicit nominations from:

A. Ex-Officio Member(s)

B.

(1) State Agency Representative(s)
Voting Member(s)

(1) Local Government Building Official’
(2) Environmental/Energy Organization
(3) Construction Industry

(4) Architect

(5) Fire Official

(6) Public Member or Local Government Water
Efficiency Official'

(7) Plumbing Inspector
(8) Mechanical Engineer
(9) Electrical Engineer

3. Building, fire and other. The Commission shall solicit
nominations from:

A. Ex-Officio Member(s)

B.

(1) State Agency Representative(s)
Voting Member(s)

(1) Local Government Building Official’
(2) Registered Fire Protection Engineer
(3) Construction Industry

(4) Architect

(5) Commercial Building Industry

(6) Fire Official

(7) Disability Access Advocate

(8) Public Member

4. Structural design/lateral forces. The Commission
shall solicit nominations from:

A. Ex-Officio Member(s)

(1) State Agency Representative
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B. Voting Member(s)
(1) Three (3) Structural Engineers
(2) Architect
(3) General Contractor
(4) Local Government Building Official'
(5) Public Member

5. Health facilities. The Commission shall solicit nomi-
nations from:

A. Ex-Officio Member(s)
(1) State Agency Representative(s)
B. Voting Member(s)
(1) Acute Care Hospital Representative
(2) Skilled Nursing Facility Representative
(3) Architect
(4) General Contractor
(5) Mechanical Engineer
(6) Electrical Engineer
(7) Fire Protection Engineer
(8) Local Government Building Official'
(9) Primary Care or Specialty Clinic Representa-
tive
6. Green building. The Commission shall solicit nomina-
tions from:
A. Ex-Officio Member(s)
(1) State Agency Representative(s)
B. Voting Member(s)
(1) Residential Construction Industry Representa-
tive
(2) Commercial Building Industry Representatives
(3) Architect
(4) Environmental Organization Representative
(5) Local Government Building Official'

(6) Public Member or Local Government Water I I
Efficiency Official

(7) Fire Official

(8) Mechanical Engineer or Energy/Building Per-
formance Specialist

(9) Electrical Engineer or Energy/Building Perfor-
mance Specialist
1 May be a consultant dedicated to full-time building ofticial service for a sin-
gle city, county or city and county authorized to represent the local agency.
[Footnote shall apply to each Local Government Building Official position
on every committee.]
Section 1-211. Application for code advisory committee
appointment.

(a) Application required. Persons desiring appointment to
a position on a Code Advisory Committee must make appli-
cation to the Commission as required by this section. A sep-
arate application is required for each advertised vacancy on
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a Code Advisory Committee. The Commission will not
maintain applications on file for future consideration.

(b) Application form. For each Code Advisory Committee
vacancy, a completed Application for Code Advisory Com-
mittee Appointment, form BSC-7, shall be submitted to the
office of the Executive Director, California Building Stan-
dards Commission, 2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130,
Sacramento, CA 95833. The current address may be veri-
fied at the Commission’s web site. The application form is
available from the Commission or may be obtained on the
Commission’s web site under Forms and Templates.

The application shall be accompanied by a resume and
may be further supported by attachments including letters
of support or recommendation and other materials demon-
strating expertise and knowledge applicable to the Code
Advisory Committee position.

(c) Application period. When advertising a vacancy on a
Code Advisory Committee, the Commission may establish
an application period with a closing date and may, at its dis-
cretion, consider applications received after the closing
date.

(d) Selection decision. The Commission will consider
applications and make selections based on qualifications
applicable to the Code Advisory Committee vacancy. All
decisions by the Commission regarding appointments to
Code Advisory Committees are final and are not subject to
appeal.

(e) Notice of appointment. The Executive Director, or his
or her designee, shall provide written notice to applicants
selected by the Commission for appointment to a Code
Advisory Committee. Written notice shall also be provided
to all applicants not selected for appointment to a Code
Advisory Committee.

(f) Application fee. There is no fee.
Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18909(c), 18929, 18930.5,
18949.6 and 18931(f).

Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18927, 18929, 18930.5, 18931
(f), 18934, 18936 and 18949.6.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/92) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-901, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Filed with the Secretary of State February 10, 1994; effec-
tive March 12, 1994. Approved by the Office of Administrative Law on
February 10, 1994.

2. (BSC 02/08) Article 1-9, Code Adoption Process. Amend Section
1-902. Effective June 21, 2009.

ARTICLE 3
APPEALS AND PETITION PROCEDURES

1-301. Appeals and petitions. The public may submit appeals
and petitions to the Commission as prescribed in this Article.

1-303. Scope of appeals and types of appellants. Appeals to
the Commission and the matters which can be appealed are as
follows:

(a) An appeal may be submitted by any person adversely
affected by the administration of building standards or
administrative regulations of Title 24, or the enforcement or

the lack of enforcement of Title 24, by any state agency as
prescribed in Health and Safety Code Section 18945(a) and
this article.

(b) An appeal may be submitted by any person adversely
affected by the enforcement of Title 24 by a local enforce-
ment agency, in the company of the local enforcement
agency, as prescribed in Health and Safety Code Section
18945(b) and this article. Such joint appeals must have
statewide significance.

(c) An appeal may be filed by any person, including a state
or local agency adversely affected by an apparent conflict,
duplication or overlap of any current Title 24 provision, or
any other matter of statewide significance relating to the
application of Title 24.

(d) The Commission may accept appeals relating to actions
and decisions by state and local agencies to enforce building
standards, but may only make recommendations for recon-
sideration. The Commission has no authority to overturn a
decision by a state or local agency when the matter is within
the jurisdiction of that state or local agency.

(e) When the basis of an appeal is the action of a state agency
other than the Commission, the appellant must obtain a final
determination from the state agency in question relating to
the issue under appeal before the Commission will hear the
appeal.

Exception: An apparent conflict, duplication or overlap
in other available state appeals procedures or within the
regulations or code.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931, 18945, 18946 and 18949.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931, 18945, 18946 and 18949.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 1/89) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to amend Section 1-601, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Filed with the Secretary of State April 1990; effective
April 17, 1990. Approved as a regular order by the California Building
Standards Commission on April 16, 1990.

1-305. (a) Time limitations for appeals. Appeals will be
accepted by the Commission only within:

1. Six months of when the act, interpretation, decision or
practice complained of occurred, or

2. As determined by the Commission if special circum-
stances are found to exist.

1-307. Appeal form and filing fee.

(a) The appeal shall be in writing and shall specifically set
forth:

1. The specific regulation, rules, interpretation or decision
of any state agency respecting the administration of any
building standard being appealed.

2. The dates of any act, interpretation or decision of any
state agency related to the complaint.

3. The nature of any act, interpretation or decision of any
state agency related to the complaint.

4. The reasons for the appeal.

5. Documentation of the official action of the applicable
state agency with respect to the agency’s final determi-
nation on the issue.
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6. Identification of witnesses, experts and other represen-
tatives of the appellant.

(b) The appeal shall be filed with the Executive Director at:
CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION,
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130, Sacramento, California
95833. The address should be confirmed at the Commission’s
website.

(c) Filing Fee: Health and Safety Code Section 18949
requires the Commission to recover the cost of administrating
appeals. Accordingly, a nonrefundable fee of $450.00 shall be
submitted with the initial request for appeal. In addition, any
and all costs for an administrative law judge or costs related to a
hearing before the appeals subcommittee will be the responsi-
bility of the appellants.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18945.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18945.

1-309. Receipt and processing appeals.

(a) Receipt of any appeal shall be acknowledged in writing
by the Executive Director within 30 days of receipt advising the
appellant and the state agency of the acceptance or rejection of
the appeal as filed. The reply shall also set forth the planned
action of the Commission in response to the application
together with reasons for the proposed actions.

(b) If the Executive Director determines that additional
information is needed in order to process the appeal, the Execu-
tive Director may request such additional information and
defer action on the appeal until such additional information is
received. If the Executive Director requests additional infor-
mation, the appellant shall have 30 days from the date of the
Executive Director’s request within which to submit the infor-
mation. If the requested information is not received within 30
days, the Executive Director may treat the appeal as having
been abandoned or may, upon written notice to the appellant
and any state agency a part of the appeal, process the appeal on
such information as is available. Upon written request the
Executive Director may, for good cause, extend the 30-day
period by one additional 30-day period.

(¢) The Executive Director and the Chair of the three-mem-
ber Appeals Committee, appointed by the Chair of the Com-
mission, shall, acting together, recommend to the Commission
whether the appeal should be heard by the Appeals Committee
or the full Commission. Suggested schedules for such hearings
shall also be submitted. The recommendations shall be con-
tained in the consent calendar of the next Commission meeting.
The Executive Director shall advise the appellant and any state
agency a part of the appeal, in writing within 15 days of the
Commission's determination and the procedures and schedules
to be followed for the hearing.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 18945.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18946.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to amend Section 1-603, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30

days thereafter, which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24, 1995.
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1-311. Hearings for appeals.

(a) If it is determined by the Commission that the appeal
shall be heard by the Appeals Committee, the following provi-
sions shall apply:

1. Time and place of hearing as determined by the Com-
mission shall be noticed to the appellant and any state
agency a part of the appeal, within 15 days of its deter-
mination; date of said hearing shall be within 60 days of
date of said notice.

2. The Executive Director shall provide written notice of
the date, time and location of hearing to interested par-
ties and may invite experts or other witnesses as neces-
sary for the hearing.

3. The Appeals Committee shall not be bound by the rules
of evidence or procedure applicable in the courts.
Appellant, appellant's witnesses, and any other inter-
ested persons may present testimony, argument and/or
documentary material concerning the matter(s) under
consideration.

4. The Appeals Committee shall prepare its finding(s) and
decision within 30 days after the appeal hearing.

5. The Executive Director shall, in writing, advise the
appellant and any state agency a part of the appeal, of
the decision within 15 days and shall advise the Com-
mission of the decision by memorandum at the next
Commission meeting.

6. If an appeal is heard by the Appeals Committee, either
party may request a reconsideration by the Comrmnission.
Said request must be submitted to the Executive Director
no less than 30 days after the determination by the
Appeals Committee and shall be acted upon by the Com-
mission no later than 60 days after said request is received.
Reconsideration by the Commission shall be based upon
the record of the appeal hearing and additional informa-
tion or testimony that is specifically requested by the
Commission. Notice of the determination of the Commis-
sion upon reconsideration shall be sent to all parties
involved within 15 days of the action by the Commission.

(b) If an appeal is not delegated, or if the Commission elects
to conduct the hearing, or if the appellant appeals a decision of
the Appeals Committee to the Commission, the following pro-
cedure will be used:

1. Time and place of the hearing as determined by the Com-
mission shall be noticed to the appellant and any state
agency a part of the appeal within 15 days. The date of
the hearing shall be within 60 days of date of notice.

2. The Executive Director shall provide written notice the
time, date and location of the hearing to interested par-
ties and invite expert or other witnesses as necessary for
the hearing.

3. The hearing shall be conducted at a regularly scheduled
or specially designated Commission meeting, under its
own rules, accepting evidence as it requires, and chaired
by its regular Chairperson. Appellant and other inter-
ested parties may present relevant testimony, argument
or documentary material as acceptable to the Commis-
sion consistent with the requirements of Section
1-306(a).
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4. The Commission shall make a decision on the appeal at
an open meeting thereof, provided that the matter may
be continued or taken under advisement for decision at
a later meeting of the Commission, or re-referred to the
Appeals Committee for further consideration and
report to the Commission. No Commissioner may cast a
vote on the determination of an appeal unless the Com-
missioner was present at the hearing held for appeal.

5. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the appeal may be
withdrawn at any time by the appellant upon written
notice to the Executive Director. Upon withdrawal, no
further proceedings as specified above shall take place.
The withdrawal of the appeal shall be accepted with or
without prejudice, as determined by the Commission.

6. The Executive Director shall, in writing, advise the
appellant, and any state agency a part of the appeal, of
the decision of the Commission within 15 days from the
date of the official Commission decision in the appeal.

(c) The Commission may elect to refer the appealing parties to
a hearing officer appointed by the Office of Administrative
Hearings as described in Health and Safety Code Section 18946.

(d) Action by the Commission on the appeal of a building
standards issue within the authority of the Commission shall
exhaust the administrative relief of the appellant.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 18945.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18946.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to amend Section 1-604, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter, which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24, 1995.

1-313. Petitions.

(a) Any local governmental agency, firm or member of the
public may petition either the Commission or the authoritative
agency for the proposal, adoption, amendment or repeal of any
building standard or administrative regulation in Title 24 of the
California Code of Regulations.

(b) The Commission may refer received petitions to the state
agency, or multiple agencies, having specific jurisdiction for the
subject of the adopted building standard or for the subject of the
proposed building standard as proposed by the petitioner. A state
agency receiving a petition referred by the Commission shall
process the petition as required by this Article, including the
reporting of actions and decisions by the agency to the Commis-
sion.

(¢) Petitions are not to be used to address matters relating to
currently proposed buildings standards. Any concerns relating
to currently proposed building standards should be brought
forward during the public comment period designated for the
proposed building standard.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6.
HISTORY:
1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Commis-
sion to adopt Section 1-801, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of Regula-
tions. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27, 1995;
filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 3() days there-
after, which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April 24, 1995.

1-315. Criteria for petition. A petition for the adoption,
amendment or repeal of a state building standard must meet the
following criteria:

(a) The subject issue must have statewide significance and
must have implications for a whole category of projects or a
broad range of project types, and:

(b) The rationale for the petition must take the form of at
least one of the following criteria:

1. A current building standard conflicts with pertinent
statute(s). To substantiate this criterion, the petitioner
must cite the subject building standard and the conflict-
ing statute(s), and provide a clear written description of
why the two are inconsistent.

2. Compliance with a current building standard is rou-
tinely impossible or onerous. To substantiate this crite-
rion, the petitioner must cite the current building
standard, present written or photographic evidence of
the difficulty in complying with it, and clearly show that
the problem is common or potentially common to many
different projects or project types in many different cir-
cumstances. This criterion shall not be used to justify a
petition for the repeal or amendment of a current build-
ing standard that poses difficulty to a single project.

3. A current building standard is inefficient or ineffective.
To substantiate this criterion, the petitioner must cite
the subject building standard, provide clear and concise
written or photographic evidence of its ineffectiveness
or inefficiency, describe a proposed alternative, and
provide clear and convincing written or photographic
evidence that it is more efficient or effective.

4. A current building standard is obsolete. To substantiate

this criterion, the petitioner must show at least one of
the following facts:

A. A material or product specified in the building
standard is not available, or

B. There is no statute authorizing the subject building
standard, or

C. Significant developments in procedures, materials
or other issues subject to the building standard have
created a need for amendment or deletion of the
building standard; that current state statutes permit
amendment or deletion of the building standards;
and that the building standard has the effect of pro-
hibiting the use of a material or procedure that has
demonstrated satisfactory performance and meets
the intended purpose of building standards.

5. Thereis aneed for a new building standard. To substan-
tiate this criterion, the petitioner must provide a clear
written description of the proposed building standard,
explain why it is necessary, and cite the statute(s) that
require or authorize the new building standard.

Note: The California Building Standards Commission provides a petition form
available at the website http://www.bsc.ca.gov/pubs/forms.aspx.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-802, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
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Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter, which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24, 1995.

1-317. Emergency petition.

(a) A petitioner may assert that the petition requires immedi-
ate action because there is imminent danger to the public
health, safety or welfare. To substantiate the existence of a
potential danger, the petitioner must include in the petition a
written description of the specific facts showing the need for
immediate action.

(b) If the emergency petition is approved by the Commission
and if the petition is accepted pursuant to this Article, the pro-
posing agency or adopting agency shall develop and/or adopt
new or amended building standards necessary to satisfy the
cause for the petition. The new or amended building standards
shall be proposed and adopted as emergency regulations as per-
mitted by Health and Safety Code Sections 18934.8 and 18937.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Commis-
sion to adopt Section 1-803, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of Regula-
tions. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27, 1995;
filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30 days there-
after, which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April 24, 1995.

1-319. Petition processing by the Commission and agencies.

(a) Within 45 days after receiving a petition, the Commis-
sion shall determine whether the petition meets the require-
meats of this article for petitions and provide the petitioner
written notification.

(b) If the Commission determines that the petition does not
meet the requirements of this article for petitions, the petition
shall be returned to the petitioner without action but with writ-
ten notification including itemization of the missing or incom-
plete items.

(c) If the Commission determines that the petition meets the
requirements of this article for petitions, the Commission shall
provide the petitioner notification of the acceptance of the peti-
tion and planned action.

(d) The Commission shall act on the accepted petition by
commencing a rulemaking process, or shall forward a complete
petitions to the appropriate proposing agency or adopting
agency having specific jurisdiction for the subject of the petition.

(e) The proposing agency or adopting agency shall have 45
days following receipt of the petition from the Commission to
dispute the determination of completeness and/or the Commis-
sion’s determination of jurisdiction. If the agency determines
that the petition is incomplete, it shall, by the close of business
on the 45th day following receipt of the petition, return the peti-
tion to the Commission, with an itemization of the missing or
incomplete items, and the Commission shall return the petition
to the petitioner within 30 days of receiving the returned peti-
tion without action in accordance with the procedures provided
in subparagraph (b) above.

(f) The Commission shall maintain records relating to the
submittal and disposition of petitions received by the Commis-
sion.
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Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-804, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter, which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24, 1995.

1-321. Petition processing by agencies. Upon receiving a
petition referred by the Commission, or a petition received
directly from a petitioner, the proposing agency or adopting
agency shall be responsible for the following duties:

(a) If the proposing agency or adopting agency disagrees
with the Commission’s determination that a petition is com-
plete, or if the proposing agency or adopting agency believes
the petition is in the jurisdiction of a different agency, the pro-
posing agency or adopting agency shall notify the Commission
no more than 45 days after receiving a petition.

(b) If the proposing agency or adopting agency determines
that a petition received directly from the public does not meet the
requirements of this article for petitions, the agency shall pro-
vide the petitioner written notification of the determination with
itemization of the missing or incomplete items. The agency shall
provide the Commission a copy of the notification.

(c) If the proposing agency or adopting agency determines
thatit has jurisdiction and that a received petition is complete, it
shall take one of the following actions, communicating with the
petitioner and Commission, within the noted time lines:

1. The agency may reject, accept or approve a petition in
part and may grant such other relief or take such other
action as it may determine to be warranted by the peti-
tion and shall notify the petitioner and Commission in
writing of such action.

2. If the agency denies the petition for cause pursuant to
Section 1-323 of this article [Criteria for Denying a
Public Petition for Cause], it shall do so in writing
within 45 days after the date of receiving the petition
from the petitioner, or the referral by the Commission.

3. Ifthe agency accepts the petition, it shall notify the peti-
tioner and Commission in writing within 45 days after
the date of receiving the petition. For the purposes of
this section, accepting the petition indicates that the
agency believes the issue(s) merit proceeding to code
development as prescribed in this chapter.

4. If the approved petition contains an emergency clause,
the agency shall also rule on the existence of an emer-
gency, and if it concurs that an emergency exists, shall
schedule code development and adoption procedures
on an emergency basis.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931, 18949.1, 18949.2,
18949.3, 18949.5 and 18949.6, Statutes of 1990.

Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 18931 and 18949.6.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-805, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter, which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24, 1995.
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1-323. Criteria for denying a petition. The Commission, pro-
posing agency or adopting agency, whichever is processing a
petition, may deny a petition for cause using at least one of the
following criteria:

(a) The subject building standard is already scheduled for
review at the next regular triennial or other scheduled adoption.
To substantiate this criterion, the Commission or agency shall
include in its written denial a schedule for the planned review.
Alternatively, the agency may approve a petition but defer its
implementation until the next scheduled adoption.

(b) The issues cited by the petitioner are factually incorrect.
To substantiate this criterion, the Commission or agency shall
identify in its written denial the incorrect facts.

(c) The issues cited by the petitioner are not within the State's
jurisdiction. To substantiate this criterion, the Commission or
agency shall show in its written denial why the issues are out-
side its jurisdiction.

(d) The issues cited by the petitioner have been raised and
answered through another petition or during the previous
rulemaking. To substantiate this criterion, the Commission or
agency shall include with its written denial a copy of the previ-
ous petition and its response or the pertinent rulemaking file
information.

Note: If new facts or substantiating data, pertinent to a peti-
tion, are provided, this criterion shall not be grounds for
denying a petition.

(e) Resolving the issues raised by the petitioner would com-
promise the agency’s ability to carry out its legal mandate. To
substantiate this criterion, the Commission or agency shall
include with its denial the specific ways in which its legal man-
date would be compromised.

(f) The building standard proposed by the petitioner would
create unnecessary hardship or expense; inappropriately
exclude materials, equipment or brands; include only specific
brands; conflict with federal or state laws or regulations or
existing building standards; or the building standard is other-
wise without merit and public benefit.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-806, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law onJanuary 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter, which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

1-325. Reconsideration of denied petition. A petitioner may
request reconsideration of any part or all of a decision of any
proposing or adopting agency or the Commission on any
denied petition. Any such request shall be submitted in accor-
dance with these petition procedures and shall include the rea-
son or reasons why the decision to deny the petition should be
reconsidered. Such request for reconsideration must be sub-
mitted no later than 60 days after the date of the decision
involved. The agency’s or Commission’s reconsideration of
any matter relating to a petition shall be subject to the provi-
sions of this article.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931, 18945, and 18949.6.
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Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931, 18945, and 18949.6.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-807, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter, which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24, 1995.

1-327. Reconsideration by the commission.

(a) The Commission shall have no authority to reevaluate or
reverse the decisions on petitions made by a proposing agency or
adopting agency when the subject of the petition is within the
specific jurisdiction of the proposing agency or adopting agency.

(b) Requests for the reconsideration of a decision by the
commission shall meet the requirements of Section 1-325 of
this article.

(c) Should the Commission reverse its previous decision
made on a petition, the petition shall be considered accepted and
a rulemaking process shall begin as provided in this chapter.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931, 18945, and 18949.6.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931, 18945, and 18949.6.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-808, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter, which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24, 1995.

1-329. Substitution of or supplementation by agency proce-
dures.

(a) The provisions of this article pertaining to petitions
shall not apply when an agency notifies the Commission that
a petition process is mandated by specific statutes in addi-
tion to Government Code Sections 11340.6 and 11340.7,
and/or that it has adopted its own regulations or procedures
complying with Government Code Sections 11340.6 and
11340.7, and that it has notified the public of the existence of
these statutes, regulations or procedures. Notification to the
Commission shall consist of a written copy of such statutes,
regulations or procedures and a description of the methods
used to make the public aware of their existence. Upon such
notification, the Commission shall exclude the agency from
compliance with this Article pertaining to Petitions. If the
Commission receives a petition pertaining to an excluded
agency’s jurisdiction, the Commission shall forward the
petition without undertaking any of the duties prescribed by
this Article pertaining to petitions directly to the agency and
shall notify the petitioner of that fact.

(b) These regulations are not intended to be the sole means
by which the proposing agency or adopting agencies and the
interested public can raise, discuss and resolve issues per-
taining to building standards. Agency procedures such as
public participation meetings, advisory committees, written
and verbal correspondence between members of the public
and agency personnel, and other methods are considered
alternatives that may be chosen by a member of the public
instead of or in addition to the petition procedures described
in this Article.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6.
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HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-809, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter, which will be February 26,1995, Publication date April
24, 1995.

ARTICLE 4
RULEMAKING FOR THE ADOPTION OF BUILDING
STANDARDS BY PROPOSING AGENCIES

1-401. Purpose. This article establishes basic minimum proce-
dural requirements for a code adoption cycle for proposing
agencies to ensure adequate public participation in the devel-
opment of building standards, to ensure adequate technical
review and adequate time for technical review by code advi-
sory committees and to ensure adequate notice to the public of
compiled code change submittals prior to adoption by the
Commission.

1-403. Public participation. Every state agency with author-
ity to propose or adopt building standards shall develop pro-
posed building standards in a manner to ensure public
participation. Methods for ensuring public participation may
include but are not limited to the following:

(a) Identify and maintain a listing of all interested groups or
persons affected by building standards of the type within the
jurisdiction of the agency.

(b) Prior to commencing the development of proposed build-
ing standards, notify all interested groups and persons that
building standards are to be developed, and solicit suggestions
and a means for participation.

(c) Conduct workshops to solicit input where the proposals
are complex or large in number and cannot easily be reviewed
during the comment period.

(d) Make available draft proposals to interested groups or
persons expressing interest.

(e) Establish a procedure to provide interested groups or per-
sons the opportunity to advise the agency of the impact of the
proposed standards.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18929.1 and 18934.

Reference: Government Code Section 11346.45, Health and Safety Code Sec-
tions 18929.1 and 18934.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to amend Section 1-501, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter, which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24, 1995.

1-405. Commencement of rulemaking. The Commission
shall notify a proposing agency of the deadline for acceptance
of code change submittals a minimum of 180 days prior to the
deadline. A proposing agency shall submit a code change
submittal for the Commission’s adoption on or before the dead-
line for acceptance specified in the notice.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18929.1 and 18930.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18930, 18931 and 18933.
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1-407. Rulemaking file approval.

(a) Proposing agencies developing building standards, or
administrative regulations to support building standards, to be
published in Title 24, shall prepare a rulemaking file for
submittal to the office of the Commission, which shall comply
with Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter
3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
The proposed Notice of Proposed Action required by this sec-
tion shall be approved by the Commission prior to any official
notice to conduct a hearing or comment period regarding the
proposed rulemaking.

(b) File content. The rulemaking file submitted to the Com-
mission shall include the following:

1. A Building Standards Face Sheet (BSC-1), with original
signature of a person authorized to certify documents on
behalf of the submitting agency shall accompany all sub-
mittals to the Commission pursuant to this section.

2. Two printed copies and one electronic file of the pro-
posed Notice of Proposed Action. The electronic file
shall be suitable for immediate placement on the
webpage of the Commission for public viewing.

3. One electronic file of the Express Terms showing the
proposed building standards or amendments to existing
building standards in strikeout/underiine format. The file
shall be in a form suitable for immediate placement on
the webpage of the Commission for public viewing. The
language, including numbering and punctuation, of pro-
posed new building standards or amendments to existing
building standards shall be shown underlined. Proposed
deletions of existing building standards shall be shown in
strikeout type. Existing building standards to remain
without amendment shall be shown without underlining
or strikeout or other highlighting.

4. One electronic file of the Initial Statement of Reasons
suitable for immediate placement on the webpage of the
Commission for public viewing.

(c) Upon approval of the proposed Notice of Proposed
Action for proposed building standards the Executive Director
will forward the approved proposed Notice of Proposed Action
to the Office of Administrative Law for the sole purpose of
publication in the California Regulatory Notice Register before
the start of the public comment period, and return an approved
copy to the proposing agency. If a proposed Notice of Proposed
Action is found to be incomplete or incorrect by Commission
staff, the Executive Director shall return it to the proposing
agency within 10 days with a written listing of the found defi-
ciencies to enable the proposing agency to make corrections for
resubmittal to the office of the Commission.

(d) Any Notice of Proposed Action not acted upon within 20
days shall be considered automatically approved and may be
published.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18935.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18935.
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1-409. Code advisory committee review.

(a) Prior to conducting any hearing or public comment
period as part of the rulemaking proceeding required by the
Administrative Procedure Act, the Commission shall assign a
code change submittal received on or before the deadline estab-
lished under Section 405 of this article, to one or more code
advisory committees specifically knowledgeable in the build-
ing standard being proposed for change and schedule the
submittal for a noticed public hearing to ensure adequate
opportunity for public participation and technical review.

(b) Code advisory committee reviews. A code advisory
committee shall conduct a public hearing to perform a techni-
cal review of all code change submittals assigned to it by the
Commission. A code advisory committee meeting shall be
scheduled by the Commission and shall be open to the public.

(c) Code advisory committee meetings. The location and
date of a code advisory committee meeting shall be noticed by
the Commission in accordance with Government Code Sec-
tions 11120 through 11132, the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting
Act.

(d) Code advisory committee recommendations. A code
advisory committee shall make a recommendation on each
code change submittal. A recommendation other than
“approve” shall include a substantiating reason based on
Health and Safety Code Section 18930. The recommendations
to the Commission shall be based on one of the following and
shall become part of the rulemaking file:

1. Approve. Approval of a proposed code change as
submitted.

2. Disapprove. A proposed code change does not
meet one or more specified criteria of Health and
Safety Code Section 18930.

3. Further study required. A proposed code change
has merit but does not meet one or more specified
criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930.
The proposed code change requires further study
by the proposing agency. The committee may rec-
ommend that the proposing agency submit the pro-
posed code change in the next code adoption cycle
after further study, or, if the matter can be resolved
in time, submit the proposed code change for a
comment period in the current cycle.

4. Approve as amended. Approval as amended as
suggested by the committee for organization,
cross-referencing, clarity and editorial improve-
ments or as amended and submitted for committee
review by the agency. Modifications are justified
interms of Health and Safety Code Section 18930.

(e) Code advisory committee reports. The code advisory
committee report of recommendations to the Commission shall
be made available to the public for review and comment and be
included in the Commission’s rulemaking file.

1-411. Hearing date approval. Adopting agencies planning to
conduct hearings relative to building standards shall, prior to
giving public notice, acquire the written approval of the Com-
mission as to the date, time and place of the hearing(s). Such
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approval may be in the form of the Commission’s approval of
the proposed Notice of Proposed Action submitted by an
adopting agency, when the date, time and place for the hearing
is included in the proposed Notice of Proposed Action.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18935.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18935.

1-413. Public written comment period and related actions.
Anyone wishing to contest arecommendation of the code advi-
sory committee(s) and/or comment on a proposed code change
may submit a comment to the Commission during the written
comment period established by the notice of proposed action.
Upon written request received, no later than 15 days prior to the
close of the written comment period, a public hearing pursuant
to Government Code Section 11346.8 shall be held by the
Commission on the proposed code changes, its justification
and code advisory recommendations at which time statements,
arguments, or comments, either oral or in writing, or both, shall
be permitted.

1. A challenge shall refer to a specific objection or recom-
mendation to a proposed code change and clearly indi-
cate what is being contested. The challenge shall
specify the action desired: approve, disapprove, return
for further study or approve as amended. A challenge
shall specify a concise substantiating reason for the
challenge.

2. Following the close of the comment period and/or pub-
lic hearing, the Commission shall make available to the
public upon request a record of comments received at
the Commission office by the close of the written com-
ment period and/or comments received at the public
hearing.

3. The Commission or proposing agency, whichever is
appropriate, shall consider the comments received from
the public pursuant to this section. Amendments and
determinations shall be provided in the Final Statement
of Reasons.

4. No new issues will be raised before the Commission
that were not included in the record of comments.

5. Items not challenged but affected as a result of an action
on another item may also be considered at the Commis-
sion meeting to eliminate conflict, duplication or over-
lap.

1-415. Final actions by the commission and proposing
agency.

(a) Following the close of the public comment period, and
any public hearing, the Commission shall take one of the fol-
lowing actions on each item of the rulemaking to adopt new,
repeal, or amend building standards.

1. Approve. The Commission approves a proposed code
change as submitted. The change is justified in terms of
Health and Safety Code Section 18930.

2. Disapprove. The Commission disapproves a proposed
code change as not justified in terms of Health and Safety
Code Section 18930.

3. Further study required. The Commission finds that a
proposed code change has merit but does not meet speci-
fied criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930.
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The change requires further study and justification by the
proposing agency. The proposed code change may be
submitted in a future code adoption cycle with further
study and justification.

4. Approve as amended. The Commission approves a pro-
posed code change as modified by the proposing agency
director or written authorized representative. No modifi-
cation shall be made that materially alters a requirement,
right, responsibility, condition or prescription in the text
made available to the public for comment in accordance
with this chapter. The proposing agency shall justify the
modification pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section
18930 in an amended justification consistent with the
approval action submitted to the Commission within 15
days. Failure to submit the amended justification within
that time is cause for disapproval.

(b) Withdrawal. A proposing agency may withdraw a pro-
posed code change as determined appropriate.

(c) The proposing agencies shall complete their respective
documents for the rulemaking file as specified in Section 419.
Autherity: Health and Safety Code Sections 18929.1, 18949.6 and 18931(f).

Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18927, 18929 through 18932,
18934, 18935, 18936, 18949.1, 18949.2, 18949.3, 18949.5 and 18949.6.

1-417. Emergency building standards.

(a) Emergency building standards may be developed as pro-
vided in the California Building Standards Law, Part 2.5, Divi-
sion 13, Section 18930, et seq., of the Health and Safety Code,
and shall not be effective until approved by the Building Stan-
dards Commission and filed with the Secretary of State.

(b) Rulemaking files for emergency building standard(s)
submitted to the Commission prior to public hearing shall
include:

1. Anoriginal signed Building Standards Face Sheet (BSC-1)

2. The Finding of Emergency.

3. An analysis which shall justify the approval of the
building standard(s) in terms of the criteria as set forth
in the State Building Standards Law, Part 2.5, Division
13, Section 18930, et seq., of the Health and Safety
Code.

4. The Express Terms illustrating the proposed emer-
gency building standards.

5. A delegation order if the Face Sheet (BSC-1) is signed
by other than the Agency Director/Chief.

6. Any supporting documentation as determined by the
Executive Director.

(c) The number of copies of proposed emergency building
standards packages will be determined by the Executive Direc-
tor.

(d) Following the filing with the Secretary of State, the Com-
mission shall notify the affected Agency in writing of the filing
date of the building standard.

(e) Agencies adopting emergency building standards fol-
lowing an Agency public hearing shall submit a rulemaking
file as prescribed in this article.

(f) The Commission shall forward the required number of
copies of the filing order to the Office of Administrative Law
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for the sole purpose of publication in the California Regulatory
Notice Register.

Authority: Government Code Sections 11346.1 and 11346.5 and Health and
Safety Code Section 18937.

Reference: Government Code Section 11346.1 and 11346.5 and Health and
Safety Code Sections 18913 and 18937.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to amend Section 1-402, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter, which will be February 26, 1995, Publication date April
24, 1995.

1-419. Final rulemaking file.

(a) After hearing or close of comment period a final
rulemaking file shall be submitted to the Commission for
approval, in a format as prescribed by the Commission. Each
final rulemaking file shall include:

1. Building Standards Face Sheet (BSC-1) with the origi-
nal signature of a person authorized to certify docu-
ments on behalf of the submitting agency.

2. Copies of the Public Notice, Informative Digest, Initial
Statement of Reasons and Express Terms to illustrate
the proposed building standards.

3. Finding of Emergency Statement (submitted only with
Emergency Regulations).

4. Copies of Department of Finance Fiscal Impact State-
ment (Std. 399) together with fiscal analysis prepared
by the submitting Agency.

5. Copies of the written transcript or recorded minutes of
the public hearing.

6. Copies of exhibits submitted at the public hearing.

7. Copies of correspondence received during public com-
ment period.

8. Copies of the Updated Informative Digest and Final
Statement of Reasons.

9. Copies of the proposed standards with any post hearing -
changes indicated, and a memo attesting to the 15-day
public availability period.

10. Agencies shall certify when the public comment period
was closed, and that the submitted rulemaking is
complete.

11. An analysis which shall justify the approval of the
building standard (s) in terms of the criteria as set forth
in the State Building Standards Law, Part 2.5, Division
13, Section 18930, et seq., of the Health and Safety
Code.

12. Any referenced documentation relevant to the hearing
as determined by the Executive Director of the Building
Standards Commission.

13. The number of copies of the proposed building stan-
dards packages to be forwarded to the Commission
shall be determined by the Executive Director of the
Building Standards Commission.

14. All proposed building standards packages shall be
indexed.

15. If other than the Agency Director/ Chief signs a Face
Sheet (BSC-1), a delegation order shall be attached to
the Face Sheet.
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16. If the building standards were filed as an emergency, a
certification that the requirements of Government Code
Section 11346.1 have been complied with.

(b) The proposed building standards shall be submitted in
the strikeout/underline format. If the proposed building stan-
dards amend existing building standards, all deletions must be
shown in strikeout type and all additions, including punctua-
tion, must be underlined. The provisions of this section may be
waived by the Executive Director through written notification
to the adopting agency.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 18931(f).
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 18931 (f).

1-421. Change without regulatory effect.

(a) Notwithstanding the rulemaking procedures specified in
Sections 407 and 415 of this chapter, a state adopting agency or
state proposing agency may add to, revise or delete text pub-
lished in Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations, with
the approval of the Commission, when the change has no regu-
latory effect as provided in this section.

(b) A state adopting agency or state proposing agency acting
pursuant to this section on provisions of Title 24 that are also
adopted by other state agencies, shall obtain the written con-
currence of the other agencies in regard to the change without
regulatory effect.

(c) A “Change without Regulatory Effect” is a change to the
provisions of Title 24 that does not impose any new require-
ment for the design or construction of buildings and associated
structures and equipment. A Change without Regulatory Effect
may include, but is not limited to:

1. Renumbering, reordering or relocating a regulatory pro-
vision;

2. Deleting a regulatory provision for which all statutory or
constitutional authority has been repealed;

3. Deleting a regulatory provision held invalid in a judg-
ment that has become final, entered by a California court
of competent jurisdiction, a United States District Court
located in the State of California, the United States Court
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, or the United States
Supreme Court; however, the Commission shall not
approve any proposed change without regulatory effect
if the change is based on a superior court decision which
invalidated the regulatory provision solely on the
grounds that the underlying statute was unconstitutional;

4. Revising structure, syntax, cross-reference, grammar or
punctuation;

5. Changing an “authority” or “reference” citation for a
regulation; and

6. Making aregulatory provision consistent with a changed
California statute if both of the following conditions are
met:

(A) Theregulatory provision is inconsistent with and
superseded by the changed statute, and

(B) The state adopting agency or state proposing
agency has no discretion to adopt a change which
differs in substance from the one chosen.

14

(d) The rulemaking file for a change without regulatory
effect to be submitted to the Commission for adoption or
approval, and publication in Title 24 shall include the follow-
ing:

1. A completed Building Standards Face Sheet (BSC-1) as

required by Section 1-419 of this chapter; and

2. Express Terms illustrating the change in the form
required by Section 1-419 of this chapter; and

3. A written statement for each section explaining how the
change meets the requirements of Subsection (c) above;
and

4. Pursuant to Subsection (b) above, a written statement by
each state agency that has adopted the provision being
changed, concurring with the regulatory change. All
such statements shall be signed by a duly authorized rep-
resentative of the agency.

(e) The Commission shall make a determination regarding a
change submitted pursuant this section within thirty (30) days
of its receipt. Within ten (10) days of making a determination,
the Commission shall send written notification of the determi-
nation to the agency that submitted the change.

1. When the Commission determines that the submitted
change meets the requirements of this section for a regu-
latory change without effect, the regulatory change shall
be filed with the Secretary of State and the Commission
shall publish the change in Title 24, California Code of
Regulations.

2. When the Commission determines that the submitted
change does not meet the requirements of this section for
a regulatory change without effect, or does not comply
with the rulemaking requirements of this section, the
written determination by the Commission shall provide
sufficient itemization of the deficiencies. The agency
may correct the rulemaking file for reconsideration by
the Commission, or begin proceeding with a regulatory
action pursuant to Section 407 of this chapter.

(f) An adoption or approval by the Commission of a change
without regulatory effect shall be effective 30 days after filing
with the Secretary of State. Health and Safety Code Section
18938(c) establishes the effective as being 30 days after filing
the amendment or repeal by the commission with the Secretary
of State.

Note: Authority cited: Health and Safety Code Sections 18909, 18930 and
18931(f).
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18909, 18930 and 18931(f).

ARTICLE 5
CITY, COUNTY, AND CITY AND COUNTY
BUILDING PERMIT FEES

1-501. Purpese. This article establishes regulations for imple-
mentation of Health and Safety Code Sections 18931.6 and
18931.7, to require a surcharge on building permits in order to
provide funds, upon appropriation, for the California Building
Standards Commission, Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Development and Office of the State Fire Marshal to use in
carrying out the provisions of California Building Standards
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Law and of State Housing Law relating to building standards,
with emphasis placed on the adoption, publication and educa-
tional efforts associated with green building standards. The
fees are to be collected by cities, counties, and cities and coun-
ties and transmitted to the California Building Standards Com-
mission. The fees are based on building permit valuation.

1-503. Definitions. The words defined in this article shall have
the meaning stated therein throughout California Code of Reg-
ulations, Title 24, Part 1, Chapter 1, Article 5.

(a) Building Standards Administration Special Revolv-
ing Fund (the Fund). The fund established in the State Trea-
sury to receive funds submitted by the Commission pursuant to
the provisions of Health and Safety Code Section 18931.6 and
this article.

(b) Department. The Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Development.

(c) Fees, appropriate fractions thereof. Fee increments for
permit values less than one-hundred thousand dollars
($100,000) as described in Section 1-505.

(d) Office. The Office of the State Fire Marshal.
1-505. Fee assessment.

(a) Fees shall be levied on building permits required for all
disciplines covered by Title 24, including, but not limited to,
building, electrical, mechanical and plumbing, and for which a
valuation is made.

(b) Fees are assessed at a rate of $4 per $100,000 of permit
valuation, but not less than one dollar, with appropriate frac-
tions thereof shown in the following table:

PERMIT VALUATION FEE
$1 - 25,000 $1
$25,001 - 50,000 $2
$50,001 - 75,000 $3

| $75,001 - 100,000 $4
| Every $25,000 or fraction thereof above $100,000 Add $1

1. Cities, counties, and cities and counties may retain up
to ten percent (10%) of the fees for related administra-
tive costs, code enforcement, and education as per-
mitted by Health and Safety Code Section 18931.6.

2. Cities, counties, and cities and counties may exempt
from fee assessment permits for which no valuation is
made.

(c) The Commission may reduce the rate of the fee by regu-
lation upon determination that a lesser fee is sufficient to carry
out the programs of the Commission, the Department and the
Office. The Commission may establish a termination date or
duration for the fee reduction period.

1-507. Fee collection.

(a) Cities, counties, and cities and counties shall submit fees
each quarter, commencing with the quarter beginning January

2013 CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

1 and ending March 31, 2009, due on the fifteenth day of the
following month.

1. Each quarter, a city, county, and city and county shall
submit a Fee Report Form (BSC-2), Contact Informa-
tiont Form (BSC-3), and a check made payable to the
California Building Standards Commission, with the
fees collected for that quarter.

Note: The form templates are available for
downloading at the Commission’s website at
http://www.bsc.ca.gov/proc_rsltn/pr_tmplts.html.

(b) The Commission shall deposit the moneys collected into
the Building Standards Administration Special Fund for use,
upon appropriation, by the Commission, the Department, and
the Office for use as specified in Section 1-501.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 18909(c), 18929, 18930.5,
18931.6 and 18931.7
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18930.5, 18931.6 and 18931.7
HISTORY:
1. (BSC 02/08) Add new Article 1-10, City, County, and City and County
Building Permit Fees. Effective on June 21, 2009.
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HISTORY NOTE APPENDIX FOR CHAPTER 1

Administrative Regulations for the
California Building Standards Commission
(Title 24, Part 1, California Code of Regulations)

The format of the history notes has been changed to be consis-
tent with the other parts of the California Building Standards
Code. The history notes for prior changes remain within the
text of this code.

1. (BSC 03/10) Repeal, amend and reformat Chapter 1 of
the 2010 California Administrative Code, CCR Title 24, Part 1,
effective on August 28, 2011.

2. (BSC 05/10) Add new Section 1-105 to Article 1 Use of
Commission Indicia, effective on November 20, 2011.

3. (BSC 02/12) Amend Chapter 1, Article 1, Section 1-101,
1-105, Article 2, Section 1-201, 1-207, 1-209, 1-211, Article 4,
Section 1-411, 1-421, Article 5, Section 1-503. Approved by
the California Building Standards Commission on January 23,
2013, filed with the Secretary of State on January 28, 2013, and
effective 30 days after filing with Secretary of State.
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CHAPTER 2

ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT
OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

ARTICLE 2-1
GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS

2-101. Scope. The Department of Housing and Community
(HCD) shall develop and propose for adoption to the California
Building Standards Commission green building standards
related to methods, materials or processes not under the author-
ity of another state agency. HCD also may review and comment
on proposals and proposed standards developed by other agen-
cies in order to reduce or eliminate ambiguities or conflicts
with HCD’s residential standards or authority. The green build-
ing standards developed and proposed by HCD would be appli-
cable for residential occupancies including, but not limited to,
hotels, motels, lodging houses, apartment houses, dwellings,
dormitories, condominiums, shelters for homeless persons,
congregate residences, employee housing, factory-built hous-
ing and other types of dwellings containing sleeping accom-
modations with or without common toilets or cooking
facilities. The administrative procedures for developing and
proposing those standards shall be consistent with this article.
2-102. Development of standards.

(a) In developing green building standards, the Department
of Housing and Community Development shall consult with
state entities appropriate for specific standards including, but
not limited to, the following state agencies:

1. The California Department of Resource Recycling and
Recovery

2. The California Energy Resources Conservation and
Development Commission

3. The California Air Resources Board

4. The California Department of Water Resources

5. The California Department of Transportation

6. The California Department of General Services

7. The California Department of Public Health

8. Office of the State Fire Marshal
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(b) HCD also shall consult with representatives from each of
the following:

1. Environmental advocacy groups

2. Interested city, county, or city and county government
and code enforcement entities

3. The building construction and design industry

4. Interested public parties

(c) HCD may consult with and seek input from the entities
and representatives identified in subsections (a) and (b) either
by written comment or in a meeting format and shall consider
all input provided during the development of the green building
standards which is relevant to specific standards. HCD shall
provide written responses to formal comments received during
the public comment period for any proposed green building
standard.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 17921, 17922 and 19990.

Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17060, 17910
through 17990 and 19960 through 19997.

17
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1. (HCD 05/09) Adoption of administrative provisions for
green building code development in Part 1. Effective on Febru-
ary 13, 2010.
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CHAPTER 3

ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS
FOR THE OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL (SFM)

(RESERVED)
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CHAPTER 4

ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS FOR THE DIVISION OF THE
STATE ARCHITECT—STRUCTURAL SAFETY (DSA-SS)

ARTICLE 1
ESSENTIAL SERVICES BUILDINGS

4-201. Purpose. Essential services buildings constructed pur-
suant to these rules and regulations shall be designed and con-
structed to resist gravity forces, to minimize fire hazards and to
resist, insofar as practical, the forces generated by winds and
major earthquakes of the intensity and severity of the strongest
anticipated at the building site without catastrophic collapse,
but may experience some repairable architectural or structural
damage. An essential services building as designed and con-
structed shall be capable of providing essential services to the
public after a disaster. In addition, the equipment and other
accessories which are necessary for the continued functioning
of the essential services operation shall be anchored and braced
to resist earthquake forces.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16001.

4-202. Scope. These regulations apply to the administrative
procedures concerning the construction, reconstruction, alter-
ation of or addition to any essential services building under the
jurisdiction of a city, city and county, county (including special
fire districts) or the State of California.

When the enforcement agency is the Division of the State
Architect (DSA) all parts of the California Building Standards
Code, as contained in Title 24 of the California Code of Regula-
tions and adopted by that agency designate the building regula-
tions which shall apply to an essential services building. The
term “essential services building” shall include all buildings,
structures, appurtenances and related systems or facilities as
defined in Section 4-207.

These rules and regulations establish reasonable standards
and minimum requirements for the design and construction of
an essential services building. An essential services building
shall also be designed and constructed to conform to the regula-
tions adopted by the California State Fire Marshal in Title 24,
CCR, for the particular occupancy concerned.

When the enforcement agency is a local agency, the locally
adopted editions of the model codes and the administrative reg-
ulations contained in Part 1 (Sections 4-201 through 4-222 and
4-243 through 4-249) Title 24, California Code of Regulations
(CCR) designate the building regulations which shall apply to
an essential services building. The term “essential services
building” shall include all buildings, structures, appurtenances
and related systems or facilities as defined in Section 4-207.

If the building standards and regulations adopted by the city,
city and county or county agency responsible for building
safety are more restrictive than those adopted in the applicable
sections of Title 24, CCR, then the local building standards and
regulations shall govern within its jurisdiction.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16001.
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4-203. Interpretation. No regulation shall be construed to
deprive the enforcing agency of its right to exercise the powers
conferred upon it by law or limit the enforcing agency in such
enforcement as is necessary to secure the safety of construction
as required in the Essential Services Seismic Safety Act (see
“Act,” Section 4-207.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16001.

4-204. Delegation of authority. Any powers, duties and
responsibilities pursuant to carrying out the provisions of the
Essential Services Buildings Seismic Safety Act for the State
Architect may be delegated by the State Architect to the Chief
Structural Engineer, Division of the State Architect, subject to
the direction of the State Architect.

Those powers, duties and responsibilities so delegated may
include the observation of the implementation and administra-
tion of the Act, the adoption in consultation with local jurisdic-
tions of the regulations necessary for carrying out the
provisions of the Act, providing advice and assistance to local
jurisdictions in matters concerning the Act or these regulations
and acting as an appeals agency relative to the administration of
the Act.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.

4-205. Application of building standards. Building stan-
dards are set forth in Parts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 12 of Title 24,
CCR, and have been adopted as a basis for the approval of plans
and specifications. These regulations shall not be construed to
prevent the use of higher design standards nor to restrict the use
of new or innovative design or construction techniques.

Where the designer desires to use innovative design or con-
struction techniques not addressed in these regulations, it shall
be necessary to submit for review and approval information
including computations, test data and recommendations cover-
ing the design in question. The Division of the State Architect
or local enforcement agency must be satisfied that the degree of
safety achieved is equivalent to that achieved by the standards
contained in Title 24, CCR. The enforcement agency review
and approval of the innovative design or construction tech-
niques shall precede the submission of plans and specifications
utilizing these techniques.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16001.

4-206. Approval of new essential services buildings. Plans
and specifications shall be submitted to the appropriate
enforcement agency for every new owned or leased essential
services building before the plans are adopted by the governing
board, authority, owner, corporation or other agency proposing
to construct any essential services building.

Before any agency may convert an existing building into an
essential services building, that agency shall submit plans and
specifications for the alteration of the building to the appropri-
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ate enforcement agency for approval. The plans shall provide
for the alterations necessary for compliance with the require-
ments of these rules and regulations.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16011.

4-207. Definitions. The words defined in this section shall
have the meaning stated therein throughout the rules and regu-
lations contained in Part I (Administrative), Title 24, CCR.

ACT shall mean the Essential Services Buildings Seismic
Safety Act of 1986, Sections 16000-16023, inclusive, of the
Health and Safety Code.

ADDITION shall mean an increase in floor area or volume of
enclosed space which is physically attached to an existing
building by connections which are required for transmitting
vertical or horizontal loads between the addition and the exist-
ing structure. The area exemption in Section 16010 of the Act
does not apply to additions to essential services buildings when
the total area of the existing building and the addition exceeds
2,000 square feet. An “addition” which is not required to be
physically attached either for its own support or for support of
the existing building shall be separated as required by Part 2,
Title 24, CCR, and shall be deemed to be the construction of a
new essential services building.

ALTERATION shall mean changes within an existing build-
ing as defined in Part 2, Title 24, CCR. Alterations to existing
essential services buildings shall conform to the requirements
of Title 24, CCR. Major alterations will be permitted, provided
the entire essential services building as modified, including the
structural alterations or additions, conform to the requirements
of Title 24, CCR, if the area of the existing building, including
additions, exceeds 2,000 square feet.

APPROVED PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS shall mean
plans, specifications, addenda and change orders which have
been duly approved by the appropriate enforcement agency
pursuant to Sections 16013 and 16016 of the Health and Safety
Code and which are identified by a stamp bearing the name of
the enforcement agency, the identification number, the date and
the signature of the qualified reviewer as required in Section
16011 of the Act.

COMPLYING BUILDING shall mean a building which has
been constructed or reconstructed in accordance with these
rules and regulations.

DIVISION OF THE STATE ARCHITECT, or DIVISION
or the initials DSA shall mean the Division of the State Archi-
tectin the Department of General Services, State of California.

ENFORCEMENT AGENCY shall mean the Division of the
State Architect for state-owned or state-leased buildings and
shall mean the enforcement agency of any city, county or city
and county having jurisdiction over locally owned or locally
leased essential services facilities.

ESSENTIAL SERVICES BUILDING means any building,
or any building a portion of which is used or designed to be
used as a fire station, police station, emergency operations cen-
ter, California Highway Patrol office, sheriff’s office or emer-
gency communication dispatch center.
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EQUIPMENT shall mean all new or replacement equipment
installed in any new or existing owned or leased building which
is required for the functioning of the essential services opera-
tion. The installation of such equipment shall meet the support,
bracing and anchorage requirements of Title 24, CCR. The area
exemption in Section 16010 of the Act does not apply to the
anchorage or bracing of equipment necessary to the operation
of the essential services function.

FIRE STATION shall mean any building that contains the
operational facilities, fire suppression, alarm and communica-
tions equipment necessary to respond to fire emergencies.

MAINTENANCE shall mean and include ordinary upkeep or
repair work such as replacement in kind, repainting, replaster-
ing and reroofing.

NEW ESSENTIAL SERVICES BUILDING shall mean any
newly erected essential services building or any existing build-
ing converted to essential services use subsequent to the effec-
tive date of the Act regardless of whether the building is owned
or leased by the public agency. Existing buildings housing
essential services facilities owned or leased by the state, a city, a
city and county or a county prior to the effective date of the Act
are exempt from these regulations except for the installation of
new or replacement equipment. When a portion of a building is
to be utilized for an essential services operation, the area so uti-
lized and the utilities systems and components servicing the
area shall be constructed according to these rules and regula-
tions and shall be separated or protected from damage due to
failures of other portions of the structure to the extent deter-
mined by the enforcement agency to insure continued func-
tioning after an earthquake or other disaster. Ancillary
buildings and facilities related to the essential services building
function may be exempt from these regulations if the enforce-
ment agency determines that such buildings and facilities are
not necessary to the functioning of the essential services opera-
tion after an earthquake or other disaster.

NONSTRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS shall mean only
such alterations which do not affect the safety of the essential
services building and do not change, in any manner, its struc-
tural elements.

OWNER for the purposes of these regulations shall mean the
public agency responsible for the essential services functions
performed under its authority within an essential services
building. The owner is responsible for applying for and
obtaining the approvals and certifications required by these
regulations.

PLANS as used in these regulations shall mean the drawings
associated with the project such as, but not limited to, vicinity
maps, site plans, foundation plans, floor plans, ceiling plans,
roof plans, cross-sections, interior elevations, exterior eleva-
tions and details which are used in conjunction with the project
specifications and which are necessary to accomplish con-
struction in conformance with the requirements of the Act.

POLICE STATION shall mean any building that contains the
operational facilities and the alarm and communications equip-
ment necessary to respond to police emergencies. This defini-
tion shall include the offices of local police departments,
county sheriffs, California Highway Patrol and all offices nec-
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essary to the functioning of the essential services operation
after an earthquake or other disaster.

PROJECT INSPECTOR shall mean any individual duly
approved by the enforcement agency as the on-site inspector
for a particular project. The project inspector shall be
employed and paid by the owner and shall act under the general
direction of the architect or registered engineer in general
responsible charge of the project and under the supervision of
the enforcement agency. The project inspector shall be
responsible for inspecting all work included in the construction
contract, except for work that must be inspected by an
approved special inspector. (See Section 4-211 (c) for special
inspection.)

RECONSTRUCTION is the repair of damage to an existing
complying essential services building or an alteration of an
existing noncomplying building to bring it into conformance
with the safety standards established by these regulations for
essential services buildings.

REGISTERED ENGINEER as used in these regulations
shall mean a structural engineer, civil engineer, mechanical
engineer or electrical engineer holding a valid certificate under
Chapter 7, Division 3, of the California Business and Profes-
sions Code.

SPECIFICATIONS as used in these regulations shall mean
the written document which is used in conjunction with the
project plans to establish the job conditions, the quality and
quantity of construction materials used in the project and the
quality of workmanship required to accomplish the construc-
tion in conformance with the provisions of the Act.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16003, 16011, 16018 and 16019.

4-208. Application for approval of drawings and specifica-
tions.

(a) Before adopting plans and specifications, the agency
responsible for the essential services function shall submit an
application to the appropriate enforcing agency for written
approval of said plans and specifications except where the new
construction is a Type V or Type II-N one-story structure which
contains 2000 square feet or less of floor area and is not located
in a special studies zone as defined in Section 2622 of the Pub-
lic Resources Code.

(b) An architect, structural engineer or civil engineer may act
as the agent for the essential services agency when filing the
application for approval of plans and specifications.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16010, 16011 and 16015.

4-209. Designation of responsibilities.

(a) General responsible charge. For every essential ser-
vices building project there shall be an architect, structural
engineer or civil engineer in general responsible charge of
plans, specifications and observation of construction, except
that plans, specifications and observation of construction may
be under the responsible charge of a registered mechanical or
electrical engineer for work involving only those respective
branches of engineering. A project may be divided into parts,
provided that each part is clearly defined by a building or simi-
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lar distinct unit. The part, so defined, shall include all portions
and utility systems or facilities necessary to the complete func-
tioning of that part. Separate assignments of general responsi-
ble charge may be made for the parts.

(b) Delegation of responsibility. The architect, structural
engineer or civil engineer in general responsible charge may
delegate responsibility for any portion of the work to, or may
employ, or retain other architects, structural engineers or civil
engineers. Registered mechanical and electrical engineers may
be delegated responsibility for the mechanical and electrical
portions of the work, respectively.

(c) Evidence of responsibility. The stamp and signature of
the architect or registered engineer on a plan, specification or
other document shall be deemed evidence that full responsibil-
ity is assumed by the signator for the work shown thereon,
including also those portions of the accompanying computa-
tions, specifications or plans which pertain to such work.

(d) Alternates. The applicant, or the architect or registered
engineer having general or delegated responsibility, may name
one or more persons to act as alternate(s) for the design and/or
observations of the work of construction, provided such per-
sons are architects or registered engineers who themselves are
qualified under these regulations to assume the responsibility
assigned.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16011, 16012 and 16015.

4-219. Plans, specifications, computations and other data.

(a) General. When an application is filed, it shall be accom-
panied by the required number of complete sets of the plans and
specifications, the complete structural design calculations, site
data and a fee as established by the enforcement agency.

(b) Plans. Plans shall show the use or occupancy of all parts
of the essential services buildings and shall give such other
information as may be required to indicate the nature of the
work proposed and to show compliance with the act and these
regulations. The drawings shall be legible and sufficiently
detailed and cross-referenced to show clearly the pertinent fea-
tures of the construction, and shall have sufficient dimensions
to be readily interpreted. Where a project includes several
buildings, the plans for each shall be drawn independently
except that details common to all need not be repeated. Submit-
ted plans and specifications, which are obviously incomplete
orincorrect, shall be returned to the architect or registered engi-
neer in general responsible charge with a request for compli-
ance with these regulations before checking is begun or
resumed by the enforcement agency.

(c) Specifications. Specifications shall completely set forth
the requirements for the various types of materials that will
enter into the permanent construction and shall describe the
methods not covered in the technical regulations which are to
be used to obtain the required quality of the work shown on the
plans and described in the specifications.

(d) Design computations. Computations, stress diagrams
and other pertinent data shall accompany the plans and specifi-
cations and shall be sufficiently complete so that calculations for
individual structural members can be readily interpreted. The
computations shall be prefaced by a statement clearly and con-

23



ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS FOR THE DIVISION OF THE STATE ARCHITECT—STRUCTURAL SAFETY (DSA-SS)

cisely outlining the basis for the structural design and indicat-
ing the manner in which the proposed essential services
building will resist vertical loads and horizontal forces. The
computations shall be sufficiently complete to establish that
the structure will resist the loads and forces prescribed in Part 2,
Title 24, CCR. Assumed safe bearing pressures on soils and
specified strengths of concrete shall be given in the computa-
tions and noted on the plans. Where unusual conditions occur,
such additional data as are pertinent to the work shall be sub-
mitted.

(e) Site data. Site data for all essential services buildings
covered by these regulations shall include a soil investigation
report providing information on subsurface site work and labo-
ratory testing, an evaluation of site soil conditions, a recom-
mendation for the type of foundation to be used and an
allowable design value for the soil bearing capacity. For all
essential services building sites not exempted from the provi-
sions of the act, a geologic and earthquake hazard report
including an evaluation of both known and potentially active
local and regional fault systems, slope stability, liquefaction
potential and other hazards shall be prepared by competent per-
sons and submitted with the application, plans and specifica-
tions. All or parts of the geologic and earthquake hazard
investigation and report may be waived by the enforcement
agency when in the judgment of the enforcement agency those
requirements are unnecessary and would not be beneficial to
public safety.

(f) Signatures required. All plans and specifications sub-
mitted for approval shall bear the stamp and signature of the
architect or professional engineer in general responsible
charge of design. When responsibility for a portion of the work
has been delegated, the plans and specifications covering that
portion of design shall also bear the stamp and signature of the
responsible registered engineer or architect.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.

Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16009, 16011, 16012, 16013 and
16014,

4-211. Observation and inspection of construction.

(a) Observation by architect or registered engineer. The
Act provides that the observation of the work of construction,
reconstruction, alteration or addition shall be under the general
responsible charge of an architect, structural engineer, civil engi-
neer or, under certain conditions, a registered mechanical or
electrical engineer for work involving only those respective
branches of engineering. A geotechnical engineer shall provide
the observation for placement of fills and shall submit a verified
report attesting to the compliance of the engineered fill.

(b) Inspection by project inspector. The owner must pro-
vide for and require competent, adequate and continuous
inspection of all construction work by a project inspector
approved for each individual project by the enforcement
agency. The project inspector so approved shall cooperate with
the architect or registered engineer in general responsible
charge of the observation of the work of construction to ensure
compliance with the approved drawings and specifications.
The project inspector shall request interpretations and clarifi-
cations of the approved contract drawings and specifications
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when necessary from the responsible architect or registered
engineer.

For every project there shall be a project inspector who shall
have personal knowledge as defined in Section 16021 of the
Health and Safety Code of all work done on the project or its
parts. On large projects adequate inspection may require the
employment of one or more approved assistant inspectors. The
employment of special inspectors or assistant inspectors shall
not be construed as relieving the project inspector of his/her
duties and responsibilities under Sections 4-214 and 4-219 of
these regulations. The project inspector shall, under the direc-
tion of the architect or engineer, be responsible for monitoring
the work of the special inspectors and testing laboratories to
ensure that the special inspection and testing program is satis-
factorily completed.

No work shall be carried out except under the inspection of
the project inspector approved by the enforcement agency. The
project inspector shall have had at least three years equivalent
experience in construction work of a type similar to that for
which he/she is proposed as inspector, shall have a thorough
knowledge of building materials, and shall be able to read and
interpret plans and specifications.

The cost of project inspection shall be paid for by the owner
(see “Project Inspector” definition in Section 4-207).

(c) Special inspection. Special inspection by inspectors spe-
cially approved by the enforcement agency may be required for
masonry construction, glued laminated lumber fabrication,
wood framing using timber connectors, concrete batching,
shotcrete, prestressed concrete, structural steel fabrication,
high-strength steel bolt installations, welding, pile driving, elec-
trical work or mechanical work. The cost of all special inspectors
required by this section shall be paid for by the owner.

The project inspector may perform special inspections if the
project inspector has been specially approved for such pur-
poses and has the time available to complete the special inspec-
tions in addition to project inspection work.

The detailed inspection of all work covered by this section is
the responsibility of the project inspector when special inspec-
tion is not provided. The enforcement agency may require spe-
cial inspection for shop fabrication procedures that preclude
the complete inspection of the work after assembly. The
enforcement agency may require special inspection at the site
in addition to those listed above if found necessary because of
the special use of material or methods of construction.

Approved special inspectors shall submit verified reports as
required by Section 4-214, for the special work covered. Special
inspectors shall periodically submit reports of inspections to the
enforcement agency, the architect, the registered engineer
responsible for the observation of structural work and the project
inspector. Construction work that the special inspector finds not
to be in compliance with the approved plans and specifications,
and which is not immediately corrected upon notifying the con-
tractor, shall be reported immediately to the project inspector,
the enforcement agency, the architect and the registered engineer
responsible for observation of the structural work.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 16017 and 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16015, 16017, 16020 and 16021.
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4-212. Supervision of construction by the enforcement
agency. During the construction, reconstruction, repair, alter-
ation of or addition to any essential services building, the
enforcement agency as provided in the Act, shall make such
site visits and observations as in its judgment is necessary or
proper for enforcement of the Act and the protection of the
safety of the occupants of the building and the public. If at any
time as the work progresses it is found that modifications or
changes are necessary to achieve compliance with building
standards, the enforcement agency shall direct the architect or
registered engineer in general responsible charge to prepare
and submit documents covering such modifications or changes
for the review and approval of the enforcement agency.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16001, 16009 and 16020.

4-213. Tests.

(a) General. Tests of materials are required as set forth in the
approved plans and specifications and in Part 2, Title 24, CCR.
Where job conditions warrant, the architect or registered engineer
may waive certain tests with the approval of the enforcement
agency. A list of all required tests of materials and of all required
special inspections shall be prepared and submitted by the archi-
tect, structural engineer, or civil engineer in general responsible
charge of the project at the time the plans and specifications are
stamped for identification by the enforcement agency.

(b) Test sampling. Test samples or specimens of material for
testing may be taken by the architect or registered engineer, the
architect’s or engineer’s representative, the project inspector or a
representative of the testing agency. In no case shall the contrac-
tor, his employee or a vendor select the samples or specimens.

(c) Test reports. One copy of all test reports shall be for-
warded by the testing agency to the enforcement agency, the
architect, the registered engineer responsible for observation of
the structural work and the project inspector. Such reports shall
include all tests made, regardless of whether such tests indicate
that the material is satisfactory or unsatisfactory. Records of
special sampling operations shall also be reported. The reports
shall show that the material or materials were sampled and
tested in accordance with the requirements of these regulations
and with the approved plans and specifications. In the case of
masonry or concrete, test reports shall show the specified
design strength. Test reports shall also state whether or not the
material or materials tested comply with the requirements of
the approved plans and specifications.

(d) Verification of test reports. Each testing agency shall
submit to the enforcement agency a verified report, covering all
tests and inspections which were required to be performed as of
the date that work on the project is suspended or the services of
the testing laboratory are terminated, and at the completion of
the project, covering all of required tests and inspections. The
verified report shall be signed, under penalty of perjury, by the
professional engineer charged with engineering managerial
responsibility for the laboratory. The verified report shall indi-
cate that all tests and inspections were made as required by the
approved plans and specifications, and shall list any
noncompliant tests or inspections that have not been resolved
by the date of the verified report. In the event that not all
required tests or inspections were made by the laboratory mak-
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ing this verified report, those tests and inspections not made
shall be listed on the verified report.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16009, 16020 and 16021.

4-214. Verified reports. Sections 16020 and 16021 of the Act
require that from time to time as the work of construction pro-
gresses, the architect or registered engineer in charge of obser-
vation of the work, each architect or registered engineer
delegated responsibility for observation of a portion of the
work, the project inspector, approved special inspectors and the
contractor shall each make and sign under penalty of perjury, a
duly verified report to the enforcement agency upon a pre-
scribed form or forms, showing that of his or her own personal
knowledge the work during the period covered by the report
has been performed and materials have been used and installed
in every material respect in compliance with the duly approved
plans and specifications, and setting forth such detailed
statement of fact as shall be required.

The term “personal knowledge” as applied to an architect or
registered engineer means the personal knowledge that is
obtained from periodic visits of reasonable frequency to the
project site for the purpose of general observation of the work,
and that is obtained from the reporting of others on the progress
of the work, testing of materials, inspection and superinten-
dence of the work. The exercise of reasonable diligence to
obtain the facts is required.

The term “personal knowledge™ as applied to an inspector
means the actual personal knowledge that is obtained from the
inspector’s personal continuous inspection of the work in all
stages of its progress. For work performed away from the site,
the project inspector may obtain personal knowledge from the
reporting of testing or special inspection of materials and work-
manship for compliance with approved plans, specifications
and applicable standards. The exercise of reasonable diligence
to obtain the facts is required.

The term “personal knowledge” as applied to the contractor
means the personal knowledge gained from constructing the
building. The exercise of reasonable diligence to obtain the
facts is required.

See Article 2, Section 4-240 and Article 3, Section 4-249 for
the reporting requirements to state and local enforcement agen-
cies, respectively.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 16020, 16021 and 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16020 and 16021.

4-215. Changes in the approved drawings and specifica-
tions.

(a) General. All work shall be executed in accordance with
the approved plans and specifications except where documents
authorizing changes have been submitted by the responsible
architect or registered engineer to the enforcement agency for
review and approval. These documents shall describe the
authorized changes, show the increase or decrease in the con-
tract cost involved and shall contain the signatures of the
responsible architect or registered engineer and the owner and
shall bear the approval stamp of the enforcement agency.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16011, 16013 and 16015.
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4-216. Final certification of compliance. The certification of
compliance for the essential services building shall be issued
by the enforcement agency when the project has been com-
pleted in accordance with the requirements as to safety of
design and construction with Sections 16000-16023 of the
Health and Safety Code (Essential Services Buildings Seismic
Safety Act) and with the requirements of these regulations. The
certification of compliance will be evidenced by a letter or a
certificate of occupancy each of which shall contain a state-
ment that the building design and review and the work of con-
struction have been completed in accordance with the
requirements of Sections 16000 through 16023 of the Health
and Safety Code and of Part 1, Title 24, CCR. The certificate of
compliance will be directed to the owner of the essential
services building.

Local enforcement agencies shall forward one copy of the
certification of compliance to the DSA Headquarters Office in
Sacramento.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16009 and 16022.

4-217. Duties of the architect and registered engineers.

(a) General. The architect or registered engineer is responsi-
ble to the owner and to the enforcement agency to see that the
completed work conforms in every material respect to these
regulations and the approved plans and specifications. The
architect or registered engineer may, if so authorized, act as
agent for the owner in completing and submitting the applica-
tion to the enforcement agency.

The architect or registered engineer, in no way, is relieved of
any responsibility by the activities of the enforcement agency
in the performance of its duties.

(b) General responsible charge. The architect or registered
engineer in general responsible charge shall advise the owner
in regard to filing of the application for approval of plans, the
selection of a project inspector and the selection of a testing
laboratory. The architect or registered engineer shall prepare
the plans, specifications, design computations and other data
and shall prepare documents authorizing changes in the
approved drawings and specifications when so directed by the
owner or as required by conditions on the project. The architect
or registered engineer shall make, or cause to be made, the cor-
rections required on the various documents to comply with the
requirements of these regulations and shall provide the project
inspector and testing agency with a complete set of stamped
plans, specifications and documents authorizing changes.

The enforcement agency directs all technical correspon-
dence to the architect or registered engineer in general respon-
sible charge of the project.

(c) Architect or engineer verified reports. All architects
and registered engineers having responsibility for observation
of the work of construction shall maintain such personal con-
tact with the project as is necessary to assure themselves of
compliance in every material respect with the approved plans
and specifications and shall submit verified reports to the
enforcement agency asrequired in Section 4-214. The architect
or registered engineer in general responsible charge shall be
responsible for the timely submittal of the required verified

26

reports from the project inspector, the contractor and any other
architects or engineers who have been delegated responsibility
for observation of the work.

(d) Testing program. The architect or registered engineer in
general responsible charge shall establish the extent of the test-
ing of materials consistent with the needs of the particular pro-
ject and shall issue specific instructions to the testing agency.
The architect or registered engineer shall also notify the
enforcement agency as to the disposition of materials noted on
laboratory reports as not conforming to the approved plans and
specifications.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16015 and 16020.

4-218. Duties of the mechanical and electrical engineers.
The architect, structural engineer or civil engineer in general
responsible charge retains overall responsibility for the
mechanical and electrical portions of the work when the design
responsibility for that work has been delegated and the plans
have been prepared by registered mechanical and electrical
engineers.

Where plans, specifications and estimates for alterations or
repairs only involve mechanical or electrical work, said plans,
specifications and estimates may be prepared and the work of
construction observed by a registered mechanical or electrical
engineer, respectively, who shall be in general responsible
charge.

The mechanical or electrical engineer shall fulfill the duties
outlined in Section 4-217 when assuming general responsible
charge and shall submit verified reports as required in Section
4-214. When accepting delegated responsibility, the mechani-
cal or electrical engineer shall comply with the requirements of
Sections 4-209 and 4-210 insofar as these may relate to the del-
egated work.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16015.

4-219. Daties of the project inspector.

(a) General. The project inspector shall act under the gen-
eral direction of the architect or registered engineer and under
the supervision of the enforcement agency.

(b) Duties. The general duties of the project inspector in ful-
filling project inspection responsibilities are as follows:

1. Continuous inspection requirements. The project
inspector must have actual personal knowledge obtained
by personal and continuous inspection of the work of
construction in all stages of its progress that the require-
ments of the approved plans and specifications are being
executed.

Continuous inspection means complete inspection of
every part of the work. Work, such as concrete work or
masonry work which can be inspected only as it is
placed, shall require the constant presence of the project
inspector. Other types of work which can be completely
inspected after the work is installed may be carried on
while the project inspector is not present. In any case, the
project inspector must personally inspect every part of
the work. In no case shall the project inspector have or
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assume any duties which will prevent him or her from
providing continuous inspection.

The project inspector may obtain personal knowledge
of the work of construction, either on-site or off-site,
from the inspections performed by special inspectors or
approved assistant inspectors and from the reporting of
others on testing and inspection of materials and work-
manship for compliance with the plans, specifications
and applicable standards. The exercise of reasonable dil-
igence to obtain the facts shall be required.

2. Relations with the architect or engineer. The project
inspector shall work under the general direction of the
architect or registered engineer. Any uncertainties in the
inspector’s comprehension of the plans and specifica-
tions shall be reported promptly to the architect or regis-
tered engineer for his/her interpretation and instructions.
In no case shall the instructions of the architect or regis-
tered engineer be construed to cause work to be done
which is not in conformity with the approved plans,
specifications and documents authorizing changes.

3. Job file. The project inspector shall keep a file of
approved plans and specifications (including all
approved documents authorizing changes) on the job at
all times.

4. Construction procedure records. The project inspector
shall keep a record of certain construction procedures
including, but not limited to the following:

A. Concrete pouring operations. The records show
the time and date of placing concrete and the time
and date of removal of forms in each portion of the
structure.

B. Welding operations. The record shall include iden-
tification marks of welders, lists of defective
welds, manner of correction of defects, etc.

C. Penetration under the last ten (10) blows for each
pile when piles are driven for foundations. All
such records of construction procedures shall be
kept on the job until the completion of the work.
These records shall be made a part of the perma-
nent records of the owner.

5. Deviations. The project inspector shall notify the con-
tractor, in writing, of any deviations from the approved
plans and specifications which are not immediately cor-
rected by the contractor when brought to the contractor’s
attention. Copies of such notice shall be forwarded
immediately to the architect or registered engineer and to
the enforcement agency.

Failure on the part of the project inspector to notify the
contractor of deviations from the approved plans and
specifications shall in no way relieve the contractor of
any responsibility to complete the work covered by his or
her contract in accordance with the approved plans and
specifications and all laws and regulations.

6. Verified reports. The project inspector shall submit to
the enforcement agency verified reports as required in
Section 4-214.
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(c) Violations. Failure, refusal or neglect on the part of the
project inspector to notify the contractor of any work that does
not comply with the requirements of the approved plans and
specifications, or failure, refusal or neglect to report immedi-
ately, in writing any such violation to the architect or registered
engineer, to the owner and to the enforcement agency shall con-
stitute a violation of the Act and shall be cause for the enforce-
ment agency to take action, which may result in withdrawal of
the inspector’s approval.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16017 and 16021.

4-220. Duties of the contractor.

(a) Responsibilities. It is the duty of the contractor to com-
plete the work covered by his or her contract in accordance with
the approved plans and specifications therefore. The contractor
in no way is relieved of any responsibility by the activities of
the architect, registered engineer, project inspector or the
enforcement agency in the performance of their duties.

(b) Performance of the work. The contractor shall study
carefully the approved plans and specifications and shall plan
his schedule of operations well ahead of time. If at any time itis
discovered the work is being done that is not in accordance with
the approved plans and specifications, the contractor shall cor-
rect the work immediately.

Allinconsistencies or items which appear to be in error in the
plans and specifications shall be promptly called to the atten-
tion of the architect or registered engineer, through the project
inspector, for interpretation or correction. In no case, however,
shall the instruction of the architect or registered engineer be
construed to cause work to be done that is not in conformity
with the approved plans, specifications and change orders, and
standards.

The contractor must notify the project inspector, in advance,
of the commencement of construction of each and every aspect
of the work.

(c) Verified reports. The contractor shall make and submit
to the enforcement agency from time to time, verified reports as
required in Section 4-214.

If work on the building is being done by independent con-
tractors having contracts with the owner, verified reports shall
be submitted by each contractor regardless of the type of work
involved.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16021.

4-221. Records. DSA shall maintain a record of the approved
plans, specifications, addenda, change orders and letters of cer-
tification for state-owned or state-leased essential services
buildings which have been certified as complying with the pro-
visions of the Act. DSA shall also maintain a record of the let-
ters of compliance for essential services buildings built under
the jurisdiction of local enforcement agencies which have been
submitted to DSA by those agencies.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
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4-222, Advisory board.

(a) General. The State Architect may appoint an advisory
board whose duty it is to serve in an advisory capacity to DSA
in connection with administrative matters and with reference to
regulations and requirements pertaining to the administration
of the Act. This board shall also act as a board of review to
which appeal can be made by owners, architects, engineers or
other interested parties in case of disagreement with the inter-
pretation by the local enforcement agencies and/or local
appeals board of the Essential Services Buildings Seismic
Safety Act or the regulations adopted pursuant thereto. For
state agencies, the Advisory Board shall act as an appeals board
for disagreements with the rulings, decisions, interpretations or
acts of DSA.

(b) Membership. The said board shall consist of nine mem-
bers appointed by the State Architect and four ex-officio mem-
bers who are: State Architect, the Chief Structural Engineer of
DSA, the California State Fire Marshal, the Executive Director
of the Building Standards Commission and the Chairman of
the Seismic Safety Commission. The ex-officio board mem-
bers may appoint alternates to serve on the board as their repre-
sentatives. Of the appointive members, one shall be an
architect, one shall be a structural engineer, one shall be a civil
engineer, one shall be a mechanical engineer or an electrical
engineer, one shall be a representative of the League of Califor-
nia Cities, one shall be a representative of the County Supervi-
sors Association, one shall be a representative of the California
Building Officials, one shall be a representative of the Califor-
nia Fire Chiefs Association and one shall be a representative of
alaw enforcement agency. The appointive members shall serve
at the pleasure of the State Architect. The State Architect will
select appointive members from nominations solicited from
the California Council, American Institute of Architects, the
Structural Engineers Association of California, the Consulting
Engineers and Land Surveyors Association of California, the
California Building Officials, the League of California Cities,
the County Supervisors Association, the California Peace Offi-
cers Association and from the California Fire Chiefs Associa-
tion. The State Architect may also appoint additional ex-officio
members. Ex-officio members are not entitled to vote in board
actions.

(c) Meetings. The board shall elect its own chairperson and
vice-chairperson and shall convene upon the call of the chair-
person or the State Architect whenever it may be necessary in
the chairperson’s or State Architect’s judgment for the board to
meet. The board shall adopt such rules of procedure as are nec-
essary to enable it to perform the obligations delegated to it.
The chairperson of the board shall at his or her discretion or
upon the instruction of the board designate subcommittees to
study and report back to the board on any technical subject or
matter for which an independent study is desired or regarding
appeals which are made to the board from interpretations of the
enforcement agencies. The board members will be reimbursed
for their reasonable expenses in attending meetings but shall
receive no compensation for their services.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.

Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
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ARTICLE 2
STATE BUILDINGS

4-223. General. The provisions of Article 1 and Article 2 of
these regulations shall apply to state-owned or state-leased
essential services buildings. Article 2 requirements do not
apply to essential services buildings under the jurisdiction of
local enforcement agencies.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.

Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16001.

4-224. Application for DSA approval of drawings and spec-
ifications.

(a) The written approval of drawings and specifications shall
consist of a letter issued by DSA when the procedures of Sec-
tion 4-229 of these regulations are completed.

(b) The agency responsible for the essential services func-
tion shall submit an application, for the approval of drawings
and specifications to DSA. A separate application shall be sub-
mitted for each essential services building or group of build-
ings on each site. Applications shall be submitted to DSA on
Form DSA-1, Application for Approval of Plans and Specifica-
tions. DSA forms are available on the Internet at
www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa, or at any of the DSA regional offices.

(c) The application shall contain a project name and location
of the essential services building or buildings, the name of the
architect or registered engineer in general responsible charge
of the work, the names of the architects or registered engineers
who have been delegated responsibility for portions of the
work (see Section 4-209), the estimated cost of the project and
all such other information as is requested on Form DSA-1
Application for Approval of Plans and Specifications.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16001 and 16011.

4-225. Designation of responsibility. In addition to the
requirements of Section 4-209, Article 1 of these regulations,
the following provisions shall apply;

(a) Delegation of responsibility. The architect, structural
engineer or civil engineer in general responsible charge shall
employ or retain, under his/her supervision, registered
mechanical and electrical engineers to design and observe the
construction of the mechanical and electrical portions of the
work when these elements are significant to the safety of the
building or its occupants or the continuing functioning of the
building. The requirement for observation of construction of
the mechanical and electrical portions of the work by the
mechanical and electrical engineers may be waived where the
mechanical and electrical elements are not considered to be
significant to the safety of the building or its occupants or its
continuing functioning and when special mechanical and elec-
trical inspection in accordance with Section4-211 is provided.

No delegation to or employment or retention of others shall
be construed as relieving the architect, structural engineer or
civil engineer in general responsible charge of his/her rights,
duties and responsibilities under Section 16015 of the Act and
Section 4-217 of these regulations.

(b) Assumption of responsibility. The architect, structural
engineer or civil engineer who submits for approval plans and
specifications for any project or any portion of any project
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which have been prepared by others shall assume responsibil-
ity for the safety of design of the completed construction and
for the interpretation of and any necessary amplification of the
plans and specifications of the project. He/she shall stamp and
sign all plans submitted for approval to indicate his/her
assumption of responsibility or may in lieu thereof, stamp and
sign, and submit plans prepared under his/her own charge. (See
Section 4-210 for other signatures.) When an architect, struc-
tural engineer or civil engineer accepts the responsibility for
completion of a project or a portion of a project relinquished by
another, that architect, structural engineer or civil engineer
thereby assumes responsibility as follows:

1. If the relinquishment occurs prior to the completion of
the design documents, all responsibility shall be
assumed. [See Section 4-225 (c) for the procedure.]

2. If the relinquishment occurs after the design drawings
and specifications have been completed and approved by
the enforcement agency, the assuming architect or regis-
tered engineer shall be responsible for the construction
of the project in accordance with the design of the relin-
quishing architect or engineer. The assuming architect or
registered engineer shall assume responsibility for the
interpretation of and any necessary amplification of the
plans and specifications and shall stamp and sign any
such documents prepared for that purpose.

(c) Acceptance of responsibility. The assumption of gen-
eral responsible charge or of delegated responsibility shall be
clearly outlined, accepted and approved by the parties con-
cerned including the owner. The enforcement agency shall be
notified when any change is made in the individuals in general
responsible charge or delegated responsible charge.

Form DSA-1, Application for Approval of Plans and Speci-
fications, provides for the delegation of responsibility, but for
unusual cases, or for changes in responsibility taking place
after the plans have been submitted for approval, the delegation
of responsibility, acceptances and approvals thereof, shall be
submitted in letter form, which shall include an indication that
the owner has been notified.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16011 and 16015.

4-226. Alternates in general responsible charge or dele-
gated responsible charge. Alternates may be named on Form
DSA-1, Application for Approval of Plans and Specifications,
or in letter form. Letter forms shall be submitted to DSA prior
to performance of work by the alternate and shall include an
indication that the owner has been notified.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16015.

4-227. Estimate of cost. Estimates of cost shall be based on the
cost of construction prevailing at the time the plans and specifi-
cations for the project are submitted to DSA. The estimated
cost of a project shall be increased as necessary to include the
estimated cost of every alternate building or portion thereof
shown on the plans and specifications as if each alternate build-
ing and portion were to be constructed separately and
simultaneously.
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When a contract amount, or the cumulative total of two or
more contract amounts, exceeds the estimated cost by more
than 30 percent, the estimated cost shall be revised. An addi-
tional fee based on the contract amount shall be paid before
proceeding with the work. When the actual cost of constructing
all the work shown on the approved plans is less than 70 percent
of the estimated cost, a refund of overpaid fees may be claimed.
(See Section 4-232 for actual cost.)

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16009 and 1601 1.

4-228. Procedure for approval of application and voidance
of application.

(a) General. After DSA has completed its review of the doc-
uments submitted with the application, the checked prints of
the plans and specifications with the requests for corrections
and/or additional information noted thereon shall be returned
to the responsible architect or registered engineer. When plans
and/or specifications require extensive corrections, a corrected
set of prints of the plans and specifications shall be submitted
for review if requested by DSA.

When the requested corrections have been made and/or the
additional information as requested has been provided by the
responsible architect or registered engineer, an employee rep-
resentative of the architect or registered engineer shall return
the check set of plans and specifications along with the original
plan tracings, the corrected specification pages and specifica-
tion master cover sheet to DSA for backchecking. The
backcheck is a comparison of the corrected plans and specifica-
tions with the check set of plans and specifications and shall be
accomplished either by a conference at the DSA office between
the architect or registered engineer or his/her employee repre-
sentative and the checking engineer or by mail in the case of
minor corrections to which all parties have agreed.

Changes in plans and specifications, other than changes nec-
essary for correction, made after submission for approval shall
be brought to the attention of DSA in writing or by submission
of revised plans identifying those changes clearly at the time of
back-checking. Failure to give such notice may result in the
voidance of any subsequent approval given to the plans and
specifications.

All requested corrections shall be made, additional
requested information furnished or original designs justified
and a list of materials to be tested and special inspections to be
made shall be supplied to DSA at the time of backcheck. When
DSA deems that the corrected plans and specifications comply
with these regulations and all parts of Title 24, CCR, that per-
tain to essential services building construction, DSA shall
place its stamp of identification on the reproducible sheets of
drawings and master cover sheet of the specifications. This
stamp is affixed for purposes of identification only and shall
not be construed as authorization to let the construction con-
tracts.

One set of prints of the stamped plans and specifications
shall be submitted to DSA. The submittal of the stamped prints
of the plans and specifications is required before DSA will
issue the written notice of approval of the application.
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(b) Approval of the application. DSA shall issue to the
owner of the essential services building a letter approving the
application for the project upon receipt of the stamped copies
of the approved plans and specifications. This letter shall con-
stitute the approval of drawings and specifications as required
by Section 16016 of the Health and Safety Code. No contract
for construction shall be let or approved by the owner of the
essential services building and no monies shall be spent for
construction work on an essential services building project
until this approval in writing has been had and obtained.

DSA will retain one set of the stamped plans and specifica-
tions and other pertinent project information in its files as a per-
manent record of the compliance of the approved project
documents.

(c) Voidance of the application. Any change, erasure, alter-
ation or modification of any plans or specifications bearing the
identification stamp of DSA may result in voidance of the
approval of the application. However, the “written approval of
plans” may be extended by DSA to include revised plans and
specifications after documents are submitted for review and
approved. (See Section 4-233 for revised plans and Section
4-215 for addenda and change orders.)

The procedures leading to written approval of plans shall be
carried to conclusion without suspension or unnecessary delay.
The application shall be void where either (1) prints from cor-
rected plans or corrected original plans are not filed for
backcheck and the backcheck is not completed within six
months after the date of return of the checked plans to the archi-
tect or registered engineer, or (2) prints of the stamped plans
and one set of the stamped specifications are not submitted to
DSA files within two months after the date shown on the stamp
of identification.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16009, 16011 and 16013.

4-229. Deferred approvals. Where a portion of the construc-
tion cannot be adequately detailed on the approved plans
because of variations in product design and manufacture, the
approval of plans for such portion, when specifically accepted
by the enforcement agency, may be deferred until the material
suppliers are selected provided the following conditions are
met:

(a) The project plans clearly indicate that a deferred
approval by the enforcement agency prior to the fabri-
cation and installation is required for the indicated por-
tions of the work.

(b) The project plans and specifications adequately
describe the performance and loading criteria for such
work.

(c) An architect or registered engineer stamps and signs
the plans and specifications for the deferred approval
items. The architect or engineer in general responsible
charge of the design of the project shall submit the
plans and specifications for the deferred approval item
to the enforcement agency, with notation indicating
that the deferred approval documents have been found
to be in general conformance with the design of the
building.
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(d) Deferred approval shall not apply to the requirements
of Section 4-210 (b}, (¢) and (d) with regard to the verti-
cal and lateral load resisting systems and elements of
the building. The plans, details, specifications and
computations for the structural portions of the building
shall provide sufficient information to permit a com-
plete review when the project is submitted.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.

Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16009, 16011, 16012, 16013 and
16014,

4-230. Withdrawal of application. If a request is made by the
owner of an essential services building for cancellation of the
application and return of the plans and specifications, together
with the fee paid, it will be granted only when the review of
plans and specifications has not actually started. If the review
of the plans and specifications has started, 30 percent of the
paid fee will be refunded or applied to a new application for the
same project.

No refund will be allowed for projects upon which only the
minimum fee has been paid. No refund will be allowed after a
contract has been let for any portion of the work except as pro-
vided in Section 4-228.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16009.

4-231. Fees. The filing fee required by DSA to accompany the
submittal of project plans and specifications for essential ser-
vices buildings shall be one and one-half percent (1.5%) of the
first $1,000,000 of estimated cost and one and one-quarter per-
cent (1.25%) of the excess of the estimated cost over
$1,000,000 except that the minimum filing fee for any project
shall be $250.

The words “filing fee” mean the fee which must accompany
the application and the words “further fee”” mean the fee which
shall be paid to DSA if the actual cost exceeds the estimated
cost by more than 5 percent.

The application for an essential services building is consid-
ered received when it, accompanied by the plans and specifica-
tions, structural design computations, site data and filing fee
has been received by DSA and an application number has been
assigned.

An Essential Services Building Account is hereby estab-
lished in the Architecture Public Fund for the purpose of credit-
ing the application fees paid by state agencies into the state
treasury.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 16022 and 16023.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16006, 16007 and 16009.

4-232. Project cost. For purposes of determining fees, both the
estimated and actual costs of the project shall be the total outlay
for all work included in the approved plans and specifications
(exclusive of fees paid, but not recovered, for architectural
engineering, inspection and testing services) regardless of
whether the funds are provided by the state, local government
authorities or agencies, or by private groups or individuals. In
the event a building is converted to essential services building
use, the cost shall include the value of the building. If work is
done in portions, the actual cost shall be determined at the
completion of each contract.
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The estimated cost and the fee based thereon shall not be
amended after plan check has started except as provided by
Section 4-227 or for a permissible increase in the scope of the
project. The scope of the project shall not be amended after
bids for all or part of the project are opened. No portion of the
fee can be returned after checking has started except as pro-
vided by Sections 4-227 and 4-230.

Actual project cost shall include all items which are nor-
mally considered to be contractor’s operation costs such as
owner furnished labor and materials, bond insurance and use of
owner’s facilities and shall not be reduced by chargebacks such
as those for testing, inspection or overrun of contract time. All
fees and/or reimbursable charges paid the construction manag-
ers shall be included in the actual cost of construction. When
the contract for the work includes items not otherwise subject
to the approval of DSA and not included in the approved plans
and specifications, the actual cost shall include this work unless
such costs are segregated bid items or by separately priced
items of change orders, or by certified copy of a subcontrac-
tor’s bid. Such segregation shall not be made by contract price
breakdown or estimates.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16009 and 16011.

4-233. Revisions of plans and specifications.

(a) General. No additional fee is charged upon submission
of revisions to the approved plans and specifications, provided
that the entire matter is actually one transaction having to do
with the same essential services building and the revisions do
not require substantial review for safety of design. If the origi-
nal plans are abandoned and the plans and specifications sub-
mitted in lieu thereof are in fact for a new project rather than an
identical building or where a modified set of plans is for an
essentially different structural concept, it is necessary that a
new application be filed and fee paid. This is regardless of the
fact that the building may have the same name, be of the same
general size and be situated at the same location as the essential
services building for which the original application was sub-
mitted.

(b) Addenda. Changes or alterations of the approved plans
or specifications prior to letting a construction contract for the
work involved shall be made by means of addenda. Addenda
shall be stamped and signed by the architect or registered engi-
neer in general responsible charge of preparation of the plans
and specifications, and by the architect or registered engineer
delegated responsibility for the portion affected by the
addenda. Addenda shall be submitted to DSA for review and
approval and as such become part of the approved contract doc-
uments.

(c) Change orders. Changes or alterations of the approved
plans or specifications after a contract for the work has been let
shall be made by means of change orders. Change orders shall
state the reason for the change, indicate the change in contract
cost, if any, and shall be accompanied by supplementary draw-
ings and calculations where necessary. All change orders shall
be stamped and signed by the architect or registered engineer in
general responsible charge of the work of construction of the
project, and by the architect or registered engineer delegated
responsibility for observation of the portion of the work of con-
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struction affected by the change order, and shall bear the signa-
ture of the authorized representative of the owner. Change
orders shall be submitted to DSA for review and approval and
as such become part of the approved contract documents.

To avoid unnecessary delays in the completion of the work,
the enforcement agency, at its discretion, may extend tentative
verbal approval of proposed change order items upon receipt of
sufficient information from the architect or registered engineer
in general responsible charge to permit the enforcement agency
to make a reasonable judgment on those items. At the earliest
possible date subsequent to the tentative approval, the architect
or registered engineer in general responsible charge shall sub-
mit to the enforcement agency for approval a formal completed
change order covering those items given tentative verbal
approval.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16009.

4-234. Billing for further fees. The owner shall be billed for
further fees upon completion of the project or portion thereof if
feeis due. Claims for refunds of five dollars or less due to errors
in cost reporting or fee computation shall be made within six
months from the date of filing.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16009.

4-235. Time of beginning construction and partial con-
struction. Construction work whether for a new essential ser-
vices building, or for a reconstruction, alteration or addition
project for an essential services building, shall not be com-
menced, and no contract shall be let until the owner has applied
for and obtained from DSA the required written approval of
plans and specifications. Construction of all work shown in the
approved plans and specifications shall be commenced within
one year after the approval of the application; otherwise the
approval of the part not commenced shall be void unless DSA
has been notified and an extension of the approval has been
granted. DSA may require that the plans and specifications be
revised to meet its current regulations before a renewal of the
voided approval is granted. Renewal shall not be granted after a
period of four years beyond the date of the application
approval.

State agencies may complete all work or proceed with con-
struction of any part of the work included in the approved plans
and specifications with the intent of completing the work later.

All work done and materials used and installed must be in
accordance with and in conformity to the approved plans and
specifications. DSA shall be notified whenever work is being
carried on and failure to give such notice may result in voidance
of the approval of the plans and specifications.

An uncompleted building shall not be construed as having
been constructed under the provisions of the Essential Services
Building Seismic Safety Act.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16016.
4-236. Notice of start of construction. The architect or regis-
tered engineer responsible for the project shall give DSA writ-
ten notification before construction is to be started. As soon as a
contract has been let, the architect or registered engineer shall
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furnish to DSA on Form DSA-102, Contract Information, the
name of the contractor, the contract price and the date of start-
ing of construction. DSA forms are available on the Internet at
www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa, or at any of the DSA regional offices.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16016.

4-237. Notice of suspension of construction. DSA shall be
notified by the project inspector when (1) the construction is
suspended for more than two weeks or (2) the construction is
suspended or abandoned for any reason for a continuous period
of one year following its commencement at which time the
approval of DSA becomes void. DSA may reinstate the
approval upon the request of the owner.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16009.

4-237.1 Stop work order.

(a) Whenever DSA finds any construction work being per-
formed in a manner contrary to the provisions of this code and
which would compromise the structural integrity of the build-
ing, the Department of General Services, State of California, is
authorized to issue a stop work order.

(b) The stop work order shall be in writing and shall be given
to the owner of the property involved, or to the owner’s agent,
or to the person doing the work. Upon issuance of a stop work
order, the cited work shall immediately cease. The stop work
order shall state the reason for the order, and the conditions
under which the cited work will be permitted to resume.

(c) Any person who continues working the cited work after
having been served with a stop work order, except such work as
that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or
unsafe condition, shall be subject to penalties as prescribed by
law.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16017.5.

4-238. Application for approval of project inspectors, assis-
tant inspectors and special inspectors. For each essential ser-
vices building project, an Inspector’s Qualification Record,
Form DSA-5, shall be submitted for the proposed project
inspector, a proposed assistant inspector, and may be required
by DSA to be submitted for a proposed special inspector. The
proposed project inspector and any proposed assistant inspec-
tor shall be interviewed by the architect or registered engineer
in general responsible charge of the project to determine
his/her qualifications. The architect or registered engineer shall
recommend to DSA the approval of the inspector based upon
his/her determination of the competency of the candidate to
perform the inspection work.

Form DS A-5 for the proposed inspector, with the signatures
of the architect or registered engineer and the owner, shall be
submitted to DSA for review and approval. In addition to the
information supplied on the qualification record, DSA may
require a personal interview with the proposed inspector which
may include oral and written examinations concerning inspec-
tion and testing procedures.

The submittal of the Inspector’s Qualification Record for the
project inspector shall be made a minimum of 10 days prior to
the start of construction on the project. The submittal of the
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Inspector’s Qualification Record for an assistant inspector,
or when required for a special inspector, shall be made a mini-
mum of 10 days prior to the use of the assistant inspector or
special inspector on the project. DSA forms are available on the
Internet at www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa, or at any of the DSA regional
offices.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 16017 and 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16017 and 16021.

4-239. Tests. In addition to the requirements of Section 4-213,
Article 1 of these regulations, the following provisions shall
apply:

(a) Performance of tests. The owner, with the recommenda-
tion of the architect or registered engineer shall select a quali-
fied testing laboratory to conduct the tests. Sampling,
preparation of samples and tests shall be in accordance with the
standards as provided in the approved plans and specifications
and in the applicable building regulations. Where a sample has
failed to pass the required tests, the architect or registered engi-
neer, subject to the approval of the enforcement agency, may
permit retest of the sampled material.

(b) Payments. The owner shall pay for all tests. When in the
opinion of the architect or registered engineer additional tests
are required because of the manner in which the contractor exe-
cutes his work, such tests shall be paid for by the owner but the
amount paid may be collected from the contractor. Examples of
such tests are: Tests of materials substituted for previously
approved materials, retests made necessary by the failure of
materials to comply with the requirements of the specifications
and load tests necessary because certain portions of the struc-
ture have not fully met specification or plan requirements.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16009, 16020 and 16021.

4-240. Required filing of verified reports. Project inspectors,
approved special inspectors and contractors shall file verified
reports on Form DSA-6. Architects and engineers shall file ver-
ified reports on Form DSA-6A/E. DSA forms are available on
the Internet at www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa, or at any of the DSA
regional offices.

Verified reports shall be filed with DSA as follows:

(a) By each contractor having a contract with the owner, at
the completion of the contract.

(b) By the architect, registered engineers, project inspector
and approved special inspectors at the completion of
the essential services building.

(c) By the architect, registered engineers, project inspec-
tor and contractor at the suspension of all work for a
period of more than one month.

(d) By the architect, registered engineer, project inspector,
approved special inspector or contractor whose ser-
vices in connection with the project have been termi-
nated for any reason.

(e) Atany time a verified report is requested by DSA.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 16020, 16021 and 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16020, 16021 and 16022.

4-241. Project inspector’s semimonthly reports. In addition
to the verified reports required in Section 4-214, the project
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inspector shall make semimonthly reports of the progress of
construction to the architect or registered engineer in general
responsible charge. A copy of each such report shall be sent to
the owner, the architect or engineer in general responsible
charge and DSA. Semimonthly reports shall state the name,
location and owner of the essential services building and shall
contain the application number and file number of the project
for identification purposes. The reports shall include a list of
official visitors to the project and whom they represent, a brief
statement of the work done, instructions received from the
architect or registered engineer during the period covered by
the report and pertinent information regarding any unusual
conditions or questions that may have arisen at the job. Forms
are not provided by DSA for semimonthly reports. Failure to
comply with this section will be cause for withdrawal of the
approval of the project inspector.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16017.

4-242, Notifications by the project inspector. The project
inspector shall notify DSA at the following times:

(a) When construction work on the project is started, or
restarted, if previously suspended per Item (d) below.

(b) Atleast 48 hours in advance of the time when foundation
trenches will be complete and ready for footing forms.

(c) At least 48 hours in advance of the first placement of
foundation concrete and 24 hours in advance of any subsequent
and significant concrete placement.

(d) When all work on the project is suspended for a period of
more than two weeks.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16017.

ARTICLE 3
LOCAL BUILDINGS

4-243. General.

(a) The provisions of Article 1 and Article 3 of these regula-
tions shall apply to essential services buildings owned or leased
by a city, city and county or county or a special fire district
within these jurisdictions. The Division of the State Architect
shall observe the implementation and administration of the
provisions of the Essential Services Buildings Seismic Safety
Actand these regulations pertaining to local jurisdictions under
the authority granted in the Act.

(b) Local jurisdictions shall establish such administrative
procedures as they deem necessary and proper for the enforce-
ment of the provisions of the Act so long as those procedures do
not conflict with the requirements of Articles 1 and 3 of these
regulations. The enforcement of these regulations is the
responsibility of an authorized official of the local enforcement
agency.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16001.
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4-244. Approval of drawings and specifications.

(a) The required written approval of drawings and specifica-
tions may consist of either a building permit or other document
as established by the enforcing agency.

(b) Written notification by the local enforcement agency to
DSA shall be required when the written approval of the draw-
ings and specifications is issued by the local enforcement
agency. The written notification shall contain a project name
and location for the essential services building, the name of the
architect or registered engineer in general responsible charge
of the work, the estimated cost of the project, the name of the
qualified plan reviewer (the licensed architect or registered
engineer responsible for the design review) and if available the
name of the project inspector. The written notification shall
also include a statement signed by an official of the enforce-
ment agency that the plans and specifications and the review
thereof has been accomplished in compliance with the provi-
sions of the Act and of these regulations.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16001 and 16011.

4-245, Voidance of application. Any change, erasure, alter-
ation or modification of any plans or specifications bearing the
identification or approval stamp of the enforcement agency
may result in voidance of the approval of the application. How-
ever, the “written approval of the plans” may be extended by
the enforcement agency to include revised plans and specifica-
tions after documents are submitted for review and approved.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16009, 16011 and 16013.

4-246. Time of beginning of construction and partial con-
struction. Construction work whether for a new essential ser-
vices building, or for a reconstruction, alteration or addition
project for an essential services building, shall not be com-
menced nor shall any contract be let until the owner has applied
for and obtained from the enforcement agency the required
written approval of plans and specifications.

All work done and materials used and installed must be in
accordance with and in conformity to the approved plans and
specifications. The enforcement agency shall be notified when-
ever work is being carried on and failure to give such notice may
resultin voidance of the approval of the plans and specifications.

An uncompleted building shall not be considered as having
been constructed under the provisions of the Essential Services
Buildings Seismic Safety Act.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16002.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16016,

4-247. Notice of start of construction. The architect or regis-
tered engineer responsible for the project shall give written
notification to the enforcement agency before construction is to
be started. The architect or registered engineer shall furnish the
name of the contractor, the contract price and the date of start-
ing of construction.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Section 16016.
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4-248. Approval of the project inspector, assistant inspec-
tor and special inspectors by the enforcement agency.

(a) The enforcement agency shall review, for each individual
project, the qualifications of the project inspector, any assistant
inspector, and special inspectors proposed for an essential ser-
vices buildings projects to determine the inspector’s compe-
tency to do the inspection required for that particular project.
The qualification review shall include, for the project inspector
and any assistant inspector, an appraisal of the candidate’s edu-
cation and experience and a personal interview which may
include a written examination if deemed appropriate by the
enforcement agency.

(b) The approval of the project inspector by the enforcement
agency shall include information to the project inspector of the
“personal knowledge” provisions of the Act and of the addi-
tional requirement that the project inspector shall not assume
other duties which would preclude the inspector from obtain-
ing personal knowledge required of all work of construction.

(c) Representatives of the enforcement agency shall from
time to time visit the construction site to observe the work of
construction and to monitor the performance of the project
inspector. The construction work is subject to any inspections
required by the enforcement agency.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 16017 and 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16017 and 16021.

4-249. Verified reports. The verified reports required by the
Acttobe filed by any architects, engineers, inspectors and con-
tractors having responsibility for all or any portion of the con-
struction work of the project shall be filed on a form prescribed
by the enforcement agency. Original manual signatures of the
architect, engineer, inspector and contractor are required on the
verified report. Refer to Section 4-214 of these regulations for
verified report requirements.

Authority: Health and Safety Code Sections 16020, 16021 and 16022.
Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 16020 and 16021.

34

2013 CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE



GROUP 1
SAFETY OF CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ARTICLE 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

4-301. Purpose. School buildings constructed pursuant to
these regulations are expected to resist earthquake forces gen-
erated by major earthquakes of the intensity and severity of the
strongest experienced in California without catastrophic col-
lapse, but may experience some reparable architectural or
structural damage.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280 and 81130, inclusive.

HISTORY:
1. Repealer of Group 1, Articles 1-6 (§§ 1-80) and new Group 1, Articles
1-5(§§ 1-6, 8,10, 10.5, 11-14, 16-26, 26.1, 26.2, 26.5-26.9, 27-40, 50,
51, 60, 61, 62, 80 and Appendix), filed 11-1-66; effective thirtieth day
thereafter (Register 66, No. 38). For history of former sections see Reg-
isters 53, Nos. 15, 18; 54, No. 24;55,No. 12; 56, No. 10; 59, No. 14; 60,
Nos. 8, 16; 61, No. 19; 64, No. 13.

2. Amendment filed 6-29-76 as an emergency; designated effective
7-1-76 (Register 76, No. 27).
3. Certificate of Compliance filed 10-15-76 (Register 76, No. 42).

4. Amendment of NOTE filed 6-19-79; effective thirtieth day thereafter
(Register 79, No. 25).

5. Repealer filed 9-24-82 by OAL pursuant to Government Code Section
11349.7 (j); effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 82, No. 39).

6. "Repealer of Group 1 (Articles 1-3, Sections 2-80, not consecutive) and
new Group | (Articles 1-9, Sections 1-55, not consecutive and Appen-
dix) filed 9-8-83; effective 9-15-83 pursuant to Government Code Sec-
tion 11346.2 (d) (Register 83, No. 40). For prior history, see Registers
79, No. 25; 77, No. 40; 76, No. 42; 76, No. 27; and 74, No. 38.

7. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-301, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992.

4-302. Scope.

(a) General. Part 2, Title 24, California Code of Regulations
(C.C.R.), also known as the California Building Code, desig-
nates the structural building regulations that shall apply to the
design, construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, alteration
of or addition to any school building as defined in Sections
17283 and 81131 of the Education Code. The term “school
building” shall include all buildings, structures, appurtenances
and related systems or facilities as defined in Section 4-314.

These regulations establish reasonable standards and mini-
mum requirements for the structural integrity of public school
buildings to resist, insofar as practicable, the forces of gravity,
wind and earthquake for the protection of life and property.

The design and construction of the mechanical and electrical
systems in school buildings shall conform to the applicable
building regulations in Title 24, C.C.R.

Further, the design and construction of school buildings
shall comply with the regulations adopted by the Division of
the State Architect/Access Compliance (DSA-AC) and the

Office of the California State Fire Marshal for the particular
occupancies concerned. (See Title 24, C.C.R.)

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280 and 81130.

(b) Short term temporary buildings. Installation of tempo-
rary school buildings, used or designed to be used for school
purposes following disasters such as earthquakes, fires and
floods or during modernization projects, for which repairs are
in progress, require approval by DSA. DSA has determined
that compliance with the strict letter of the regulations is
impractical in these circumstances. The modifications to the
regulations granted by DSA are as indicated here and are
recorded and entered in the files of DSA in accordance with
Section 4-304.

DSA may grant “Temporary Certification” to temporary
buildings that meet all the requirements of regulations with the
following modifications to the regulations and limitations:

1. “Temporary Certification” is for 24 months.

2. The building is a one-story relocatable building no
greater than 2,160 square feet in area.

3. Documentation is provided indicating that the building
was designed and constructed according to the 1976 or
later edition of the Uniform Building Code published by
the International Conference of Building Officials. The
date of construction of each building module shall be
provided.

4. Quality control procedures acceptable to DSA for the
construction of the building to ensure compliance with
the approved plans and specifications are provided.

5. A report is provided to show that the building has not
sustained structural deterioration, been modified without
enforcing agency approval and has anchorage and brac-
ing of overhead nonstructural elements that are accept-
able to DSA.

6. A foundation system is provided that has been accepted
by DSA.

7. All construction, except for the building superstructure,
is to be inspected by a DSA-certified project inspector
for conformance with the drawings provided by the
architect. The inspector will submit a completed check-
list for each campus and will submit said checklist with
the final verified report.

8. The architect or structural engineer in general responsi-
ble charge shall prepare site plans. DSA may make such
review of the site plans and other submitted documents
as in its judgment is necessary for the enforcement of
these regulations.

Temporary buildings or structures such as sheds, canopies
and fences used for the protection of the public around and in

The reorganization of Group 1 is printed as a repealer and adoption for clarity.

2013 CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

35



SAFETY OF CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS

conjunction with construction work may be erected by special
application for approval from DSA for alimited period of time.

Temporary buildings or structures are subject to the regula-
tions indicated in Section 4-302 (a), except as modified by
DSA.

‘When the construction has been completed in accordance
with this section, DSA will issue a temporary certificate of
compliance in accordance with Section 4-339. Temporary
buildings or structures shall be completely removed upon the
expiration of the time limit stated in the temporary certification
letter approving the special application for approval.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Section 17292.

HISTORY:

1. Editorial correction of printing error (Register 83, No. 45).

2. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-302, Partl, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992,

3. (DSA/SS 2/95) Regular order by the Division of the State Architect/
Structural Safety Section to amend Section 4-302 (b). Filed with the
Secretary of State on August 14, 1996, becomes effective September
13, 1996. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on March 19, 1996.

4-303. Delegation of authority. All powers, duties, responsi-
bilities pursuant to carrying out the provisions of the Field Act
vested by law in the Department of General Services have been
delegated by the Department to the State Architect.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Government Code Section 14607.

4-304. Alternate materials and methods of construction
and modifications. The provisions of these regulations are not
intended to prevent the use of any material or method of con-
struction not specifically prescribed by these regulations, pro-
vided any alternate has been approved and its use authorized by
DSA.

DSA may approve any such alternate, provided DSA finds
that the proposed design is satisfactory and complies with the
provisions of these regulations and that the material, method or
work offered is, for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent
of that prescribed in these regulations in suitability, strength,
effectiveness, fire resistance, durability, safety and sanitation.

DSA shall require that sufficient evidence or proof be sub-
mitted to substantiate any claims that may be made regarding
its use. The details of any action granting acceptance of an
alternate shall be recorded and entered in the files of DSA.

When there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out
the provisions of these regulations, DSA may grant modifica-
tions for individual cases. DSA shall first find that a special
individual reason makes the strict letter of these regulations
impractical and that the modification is in conformance with
the intent and purpose of these regulations and that such modi-
fication does not lessen any fire protection requirements or any
degree of structural integrity. The details of any action granting
modifications shall be recorded and entered in the files of DSA.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280 and 81130.
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HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-304, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992.

4-305. Application of building standards. Building stan-
dards applicable to public school buildings are set forth in Parts
2,3,4,5,6,11 and 12, Title 24, C.C.R., and have been adopted
as minimum design and construction standards upon which to
base the approval of plans and specifications. These regula-
tions shall not be construed to prevent the use of higher design
standards nor to restrict the use of new or innovative design or
construction techniques.

Where the designer desires to use innovative design or con-
struction techniques not addressed in these regulations it shall
be necessary to submit for review and approval information
including computations, test data and recommendations cover-
ing the design in question. The designer shall confer with DSA
concerning the applicability of these innovative design or con-
struction techniques to school building construction prior to
the submittal of plans and specifications.

DSA must be satisfied that the degree of safety achieved by
these innovative design and construction techniques is at least
equivalent to that achieved by the regulations. This require-
ment shall apply to all buildings proposed for public school use
for educational purposes as defined in these regulations. The
proposed use of archaic building materials and structural sys-
tems such as those desired to be retained in buildings which
have been designated as historically important shall be
included in this provision. The determination of the equiva-
lency of the degree of safety shall be the responsibility of DSA.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280 and 81130.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-305, Partl, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992,

4-306. Approval of new school buildings, rehabilitation of
school buildings and additions to school buildings. Plans
and specifications for any new school building or the rehabili-
tation of or addition to any school building, regardless of cost,
shall be submitted to DSA for approval in accordance with
Section 4-315.

All new construction work which is part of an addition pro-
ject shall comply with currently effective regulations. Existing
school buildings for which an addition project is proposed shall
be retrofitted as required by Section 4-309 (c).

Before the school board may award a contract or commence
construction work for the rehabilitation of a structure already
owned (including those pre-1933 buildings not retrofitted or
subsequently abandoned for school use under the provisions of
the Garrison Act), or an existing building which has been pur-
chased or leased, into a school building, the school board shall
submit application and plans of the building to DSA for
approval. The plans shall provide for the retrofit necessary for
full compliance with the requirements of currently effective
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regulations. Refer to Section 4-307 for rehabilitation of an
existing nonconforming building for use as a school building.

Prior to submittal of project application for the structural
rehabilitation of an existing school building, the school board
shall submit to DSA a pre-application for the rehabilitation
project, fees in accordance with Section 4-326, and an Evalua-
tion and Design Criteria Report for approval. The report shall
propose the methodologies for evaluation and design, and
determination of acceptance criteria for nonconforming con-
struction, and shall propose the material testing and condition
assessment requirements for the rehabilitation. The approved
Evaluation and Design Criteria Report shall establish the crite-
ria for the evaluation and design to be used by the project
design professionals and the material testing and condition
assessment requirements. The seismic evaluation and retrofit
design shall comply with the provisions of Sections 3417
through 3423, Part 2, Title 24, C.CR.

The relocation or moving of an existing school building
within the same school district or from one school district to
another regardless of cost requires approval by DSA. (See Sec-
tion 4-314 for definition of “relocation.”)

The provisions of this section shall not apply to a “tempo-
rary-use building.” (See Section 4-314 for definitions of “new
school building” and “temporary-use building.”)

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280 and 81130.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-306, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992.

4-307. Rehabilitation of an existing nonconforming build-
ing for use as a school building.

(a) An existing nonconforming building rehabilitated for use
as a school building is considered, for the purpose of the appli-
cation of Title 24, to be a new school building. Plans and speci-
fications for rehabilitation of any existing nonconforming
building, or portion thereof, for use as a school building shall
provide for the retrofit necessary for compliance with the
health and safety standards contained in Title 24, C. C. R, cur-
rently effective edition. Existing materials or systems not spe-
cifically prescribed in current safety standards are permitted to
be evaluated for equivalency and approved in accordance with
Section 4-304. The seismic evaluation and retrofit design shall
comply with the provisions of Sections 3417 through 3423,
Part 2, Title 24, C. C. R.

(b) A site, which is currently not an existing school site, on
which one or more existing nonconforming buildings are reha-
bilitated for use as school building(s) is considered to be a new
school site for the purpose of the application of Title 24. Any
building on a new school site which is not rehabilitated and
approved as a school building shall not be used for school pur-
poses and shall be subject to the provisions of Section 4-310.

(c) Prior to submittal of a project application for the struc-
tural rehabilitation of an existing nonconforming building, the
school board shall submit to DSA a pre-application for the
rehabilitation project, fees in accordance with Section 4-326,
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and an Evaluation and Design Criteria Report for approval. The
report shall propose the methodologies for evaluation and
design, and determination of acceptance criteria for
nonconforming construction; and shall propose the material
testing and condition assessment requirements for the rehabili-
tation. The approved Evaluation and Design Criteria Report
establishes the criteria for the evaluation and design to be used
by the project design professionals, and the material testing and
condition assessment requirements.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280 and 81130.

4-308. Reconstruction or alterations projects not in excess
of $25,000 in cost. Projects involving only reconstruction or
alterations whose estimated costs do not exceed $25,000 do not
require approval by DSA, but such approval can be obtained at
the request of the school board and by compliance with these
regulations. The cost of work classified as maintenance as
defined in Section 4-314 shall not be considered for purposes
of this section. The regulations of the Division of the State
Architect/Access Compliance and of the California State Fire
Marshal may apply to any project, including maintenance,
regardless of cost. See Section 4-302.

In authorizing and completing the design and construction
of projects with an estimated cost below $25,000 as described
in this section, the school board assumes responsibility for
employing an architect or a registered engineer to prepare the
plans and specifications and for adequate inspection of the
materials and work of construction to ensure compliance with
the currently effective provisions of Title 24, C.C.R.

The dollar amount cited in this section shall be increased on
an annual basis, according to an inflationary index governing
construction costs that is selected and recognized by the Divi-
sion of the State Architect. This annually adjusted dollar
amount shall be published by DSA and made available to
school boards and the public.

School construction projects shall not be subdivided for the
purpose of evading the cost limitations of this section.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17295, 81130 and 81133.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-308, Partl1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992.

2. (DSA/SS 9/96) 1996 Annual Code Adoption Cycle will amend Section
4-308, of Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed with the Secretary of State on
March 4, 1997; effective April 3, 1997. Approved by the California
Building Standards Commission on February 6, 1997.

4-309. Reconstruction or alteration projects in excess of
$25,000 in cost.

(a) General. Plans and specifications for any reconstruction
or alteration project exceeding $25,000 in cost shall be submit-
ted to DSA for approval in accordance with Section 4-315,
except as provided within this section. The cost of work classi-
fied as maintenance as defined in Section 4-314 shall not be
considered for purposes of this section. When the estimated
cost of a reconstruction or alteration project exceeds $25,000
but does not exceed $100,000, and a licensed structural engi-
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neer determines that the project does not include any work of a
structural nature, approval of the project plans and specifica-
tions by DSA is not required, provided the following three
items are completed:

1. The structural engineer shall submit a written statement
to DSA, indicating that the project does not contain any
work of a structural nature.

2. The design professional in general responsible charge of
the project shall certify, in writing, that the plans and
specifications for the project meet any applicable fire
and life-safety standards, and do not specify any work of
construction that is regulated by the accessibility stan-
dards of Title 24. This certification shall be submitted to
DSA, and shall bear the stamp and signature of the
design professional.

3. Within 10 days of the completion of the project, a DSA
certified project inspector shall sign and submit to DSA a
verified report on a form prescribed by DSA, indicating
that the project was completed in conformance with the
plans and specifications.

The dollar amount cited in this section shall be increased on
an annual basis, according to an inflationary index governing
construction costs that is selected and recognized by DSA. This
annually adjusted dollar amount shall be published by DSA
and made available to school boards and the public.

School construction projects shall not be subdivided for the
purpose of evading the cost limitations of this section.

All new construction work, which is part of a reconstruction
or alteration project shall comply with currently effective regu-
lations.

Exception: Fire damage repair may be accomplished utiliz-
ing the approved plans and specifications for the original
construction work. All regulations and standards in effect at
the time of approval shall be complied with except that the
testing and inspection requirements of current regulations
shall apply to the reconstruction work. Minor modifications
to the original approved plans may be made, subject to the
approval of DSA, provided that they do not reduce the struc-
tural capacity of the building.

Structural modifications to the existing structural system not
exceeding the limits defined in Section 4-309 (c) 2 are permit-
ted to be evaluated and designed in compliance with the wind
and seismic provisions contained in Part 2, Title 24 that are
applicable to new buildings. Alternatively, the seismic provi-
sions for voluntary lateral-force resisting system modifications
contained in Section 3417.11, Part 2, Title 24, are permitted to
be used, and wind forces are permitted to be determined in
accordance with the Envelope and Simplified Procedure in
Chapters 28 and 30 of ASCE 7.

(b) Existing noncomplying, nonstructural elements.
Existing noncomplying, nonstructural elements discovered
during the design or construction of a reconstruction, alteration
or addition to an existing complying school building and
directly affected by the work of construction shall be corrected
to comply with the bracing and anchorage requirements of cur-
rently effective regulations.
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(c) Required structural rehabilitation. Existing school
buildings for which areconstruction, alteration or addition pro-
jectis proposed shall be evaluated, and retrofitted as required to
comply with currently effective regulations applicable to the
rehabilitation of structural systems per Section 4-306, includ-
ing wind and seismic force requirements, when any of the fol-
lowing conditions occur:

1. When the cost of the reconstruction, alteration, or addi-
tion project exceeds $25,000 and 50 percent of the
replacement value of the existing building. Maintenance
work and air-conditioning equipment and insulation
materials costs need not be included in the percentage of
replacement value calculation. For the purposes of this
section, the cost of the reconstruction, alteration or addi-
tion project shall not include the cost of voluntary lateral
force-resisting system modifications in accordance with
Section 4-309(d). If these voluntary lateral force-resist-
ing system modification costs are to be excluded and the
structure is located in a fault hazard zone, a geologic haz-
ard report shall be prepared demonstrating that the struc-
ture is not located within 50 feet of the trace of an active
fault as defined in Section 4-317(e), otherwise these
costs shall be included.

2. When the cost of the reconstruction, alterations or addi-
tion project exceeds $25,000 but does not exceed 50 per-
cent of the replacement value of the existing building and
the proposed modifications, either:

A. Increase the effective seismic weight or wind force
in any story by more than 10 percent, or;

B. Decrease the design capacity of any existing struc-
tural component by more than 5 percent, unless the
component has the capacity to resist the retrofit
design forces.

3. When a change of occupancy results in a structure being
reclassified to a higher risk category.

If the base shear capacity has been increased since the origi-
nal construction, the percent change in base shear is permitted
to be calculated relative to the increased capacity.

(d) Voluntary lateral force-resisting system modifica-
tions. Alterations to existing structural components or addi-
tions of new structural components that do not exceed the
limitations of Section 4-309(c)2 and are initiated for the pur-
pose of increasing the strength or stiffness of the lateral force-
resisting system of an existing structure are permitted to be
evaluated and designed in accordance with Section 3417.11 of
Part 2, Title 24, for voluntary lateral force-resisting system
modifications.

(e) When structural damage due to an earthquake is repaired,
all portions of the structure associated to this damage shall be
retrofitted to comply with currently effective regulations.
Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17295, 81130 and 81133.

HISTORY:

1. New section filed 2-28-86; effective 30th day thereafter (Register 86,
No. 9).

2. (OSA/SS 1/92)Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-309, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
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Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992.

4-310. School garages, warehouses, storage and similar
buildings, dwellings for employees and miscellaneous
structures. The Act does not apply to buildings or structures
constructed by a school district for the purpose of, and used
solely for housing, buses and minor mechanical equipment or
for nonschool use where such buildings or structures do not
provide facilities for either pupils or teachers and are not
intended to be entered by them as such for school purposes.
Similarly, the Act does not apply to dwellings for employees or
to district-wide administrative buildings on sites separate from
school sites, which are not to be used or entered by pupils or
teachers, for school purposes.

DSA approval for accessibility is required in accordance
with Section 5-101. Approvals from other agencies may also
be required. Such buildings or structures shall not be used for
school purposes. It shall be the responsibility of the school
board to take all necessary measures and precautions to prevent
such use and to prevent injuries to pupils or teachers on school
grounds as a result of collapse of such buildings or structures.
Any such building excluded from the provisions of these regu-
lations shall be posted with a sign pursuant to Sections 17368
and 81165 of the Education Code.

In authorizing and completing the design and construction
of district-owned buildings as described in this section, the
school board assumes responsibility for employing appropri-
ately licensed architects or registered engineers to prepare the
plans and specifications and for adequate inspection of the
materials and work of construction to ensure compliance with
the provisions of Parts 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 11 and 12, Title 24, C.C.R.,
as adopted by the Building Standards Commission.

For these cases DSA requires that a resolution be passed by
the school board stating that the building or structure shall not
be used for school purposes and that no pupils or teachers, as
such, will be permitted to use or enter the said building for said
purposes or be subjected to a hazard resulting from its collapse.
A copy of the resolution shall be submitted to DSA.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17368, 81130 and 81165.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-310, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992.

4-311. Condemnation. DSA has no authority under the Act to
order the closing of any school building. However, if requested
by the school district or on DSA’s own volition, DSA shall
examine and report on the safety of structural aspects of any
school building that appear to be deficient. The report shall
state in writing to the school board whether or not the investi-
gated structural aspects of the building are in compliance with
the code in effect at the time of construction, and shall also state
whether or not the building is safe for school use. (See Sections
4-345 and 4-346.)

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17311 and 81143.
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HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92)Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-311, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992.
4-312. Demolition. Demolition is the entire razing or destruc-
tion of a school building or a school building unit. It is not nec-
essary to secure the approval of DSA for such demolition. It is
the responsibility of the school board to notify DSA of such
demolition.

Approval by DSA is required for any partial demolition of
existing buildings or any demolition which is part of a recon-
struction, rehabilitation, alteration or addition.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92)Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-312, Partl, Title 24, C.CR.
Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992,

ARTICLE 2
DEFINITIONS

4-313. General. The words defined in Section 4-314 shall have
the meaning stated therein throughout the regulations con-
tained in Part 1, Section 4-300, et. seq, Title 24, C.C.R.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17283, 81130, 81131 and 81529.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-313, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992.

4-314. Definitions.

ACT shall mean the Field Act, Sections 17280-17316 and
81130-81147, inclusive of the Education Code.

ADDITION as that term is used in these regulations shall
mean an increase in floor area or volume of enclosed space that
is structurally attached to an existing certified building by con-
nections which are required for transmitting vertical or hori-
zontal loads between the addition and the existing structure. An
addition which is not required to be structurally attached either
for its own support or for support of the existing building shall
be separated as required by Part 2, Title 24, C.C.R., and shall be
deemed to be the construction of a new school building as that
term is used in Sections 17280 and 81130 of the Act.

ALTERATION is a change within or to an existing building.
The relocation or moving of an existing certified school build-
ing is considered to be an alteration requiring filing of the plans
and specifications with, and certification by, DSA.

APPROVED PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS as used in
these regulations shall mean plans, specifications, addenda,
construction changes and other documents which have been
duly approved by DSA pursuant to Sections 17295 and 81133
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of the Education Code. The plans and specifications shall be
identified by a stamp bearing the name “Division of the State
Architect,” the application number, initials of the plan review-
ers and date of stamping. The written approval as required by
Section 17297, Education Code, shall not be issued until a copy
of plans and specifications bearing DSA's identification stamp
is on file at the DSA.

ARCHITECT shall mean a certified architect holding a valid
license under Chapter 3, Division 3, of the California Business
and Professions Code.

CERTIFIED BUILDING shall mean a building which was
constructed or reconstructed in accordance with Article 3 or 7
commencing with Sections 17280 and 81130, respectively, of
the Education Code and with the regulations in effect at the
time of their certification.

DIVISION OF THE STATE ARCHITECT or DIVISION,
or initials DSA, shall mean the Division of the State Architect
in the Department of General Services, State of California.
Approval, disapproval, orders and certificates of compliance
shall be issued directly by the State Architect who shall act for
the Department of General Services in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Act.

GARRISON ACT (1939), Sections 17280-17316 and
81160-81192 of the Education Code, as amended, prescribes
the actions to be taken by school board members to preclude
personal liability for the continued use of unsafe school
buildings.

GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER shall mean a professional
engineer holding a certificate to use the title geotechnical engi-
neer, soil engineer or soils engineer under the law regulating
the practice of civil engineering comprising Chapter 7 of Divi-
sion 3, of the California Business and Professions Code.

INSPECTOR shall mean any person duly approved by DSA
to perform construction inspection for a particular project. (See
Sections 4-333 and 4-342.)

MAINTENANCE shall mean and include ordinary upkeep or
repair work such as replacements in kind, repainting, replaster-
ing and reroofing. Reroofing shall be limited to one additional
application and shall include an examination of the structural
elements of the roof, walls, ceilings and all other elements
which may have suffered deterioration from moisture resulting
from roof leaks. Maintenance shall not include work, other
than repainting, on structural framing nor include the replace-
ment of large mechanical, electrical or plumbing units or
systems.

NEW SCHOOL BUILDING shall mean any newly erected
school building and/or existing owned, leased or purchased
building converted to school use and certified by DSA.

NONCONFORMING BUILDING is a building that has not
been certified by DSA as a school building.

NONSTRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS shall mean only
such alterations as do not affect the structural safety of the
school building and that do not change, in any manner, its struc-
tural elements.

OFFSITE LOCATION is a building designated by the gov-
erning board to be used for less than full-time instruction in
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educational programs which require such offsite facilities in
order to fulfill the objectives of the programs. Such designated
buildings shall not be located on, or adjacent to, a school site
and its primary use shall be for other than public school pur-
poses. The designation of off-site location is subject to review
by DSA. (See Education Code Section 81529.)

PLANS as used in these regulations shall mean the drawings
associated with the project such as, but not limited to, vicinity
maps, site plans, foundation plans, floor plans, ceiling plans,
roof plans, cross sections, interior elevations, exterior eleva-
tions and details.

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER as used in these regulations
shall mean an engineer holding a valid certificate under Chap-
ter 7, Division 3, of the California Business and Professions
Code, in that branch of engineering which is applicable.

PUPILS as used in these regulations shall mean persons who
are performing arequired activity or entering a building by vir-
tue of being a pupil enrolled in an elementary or secondary
school district or a community college district.

RECONSTRUCTION is the repair of damage to an existing
certified school building.

REGISTERED ENGINEER as used in these regulations
shall mean a structural engineer or a professional engineer as
defined in this section.

REHABILITATION is the retrofitting of an existing
nonconforming building or a school building conforming to
earlier code requirements to bring the building, or portion
thereof, into conformance with the safety standards of the cur-
rently effective regulations, Parts 2, 3,4, 5,6, 8, 11 and 12, Title
24,C.C.R.

RELOCATABLE BUILDING is any building with an inte-
gral floor structure which is capable of being readily moved.
(See Education Code Section 17350.) Relocatable buildings
that are to be placed on substandard foundations not complying
with the requirements of Part 2, Title 24, C.C.R., require a
statement from the school district stating that the durability
requirements for those foundations may be waived and
acknowledging the temporary nature of the foundations.

RELOCATION shall mean the physical moving of any certi-
fied building either as a single unit or in parts form its original
location to a new location on the same campus or on a different
campus. Relocation of a building requires the approval of
DSA.

RETROFTT is the construction of any new element or system,
or the alteration of any existing element or system required for
the rehabilitation of the building.

SCHOOL BOARD shall mean and include district Boards of
Trustees, city or county Boards of Education and other appro-
priate authorities for which any school building used or
designed to be used for elementary or secondary school or
community college purposes is to be constructed, recon-
structed, altered or added to by the state, or by any county, city,
city and county, or other political subdivision, or by any school
or community college district of any kind or character within
the state, or by the United States government, or any agency
thereof.
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SCHOOL BUILDING as defined in Sections 17283 and
81130.5 of the act is interpreted to include all structure and util-
ity systems or facilities necessary to the complete functioning
of the structures, used or designed to be used for instructional
purposes, or intended to be entered by pupils or teachers for
school purposes, or structures operated as school units, the fail-
ure of which would endanger pupils or teachers on school
grounds or in school buildings. (See Section 4-310 for teacher
residences.) “School Building” is also defined to include
dwellings, including utility systems or facilities necessary to
the complete functioning of the dwellings, used by pupils,
teachers and school employees, that are part of a campus where
the primary use is for school purposes.

The following are not considered to be school buildings but
may be submitted separately or may be included in the plans
and specifications for a school building project and will be
checked under the provisions of the Act if submitted by the
school district: one-story buildings not over 250 square feet in
area when used exclusively as accessory facilities to athletic
fields (equipment storage, toilets, snack bars, ticket booths,
etc.); greenhouses, barns and materials or equipment storage
sheds, used exclusively for plant or animal production or pro-
tection and not used for classroom instruction (small groups of
pupils and teachers may enter these structures for short periods
of time); lighting poles less than 35 feet above the grade,
antenna towers less than 35 feet above the grade or less than 25
feet above a building roof line, retaining walls less than 4 feet
above the top of foundations and not supporting a surcharge,
concrete or masonry fences less than 6 feet above adjacent
grade, ballwalls or yard walls less than 6 feet above adjacent
grade, signs, scoreboards or solid-clad fences less than 8 feet
above adjacent grade, bleachers and grandstands five rows of
seats or less above grade; playground equipment; flagpoles less
than 35 feet above grade; open-mesh fences and baseball back-
stops; trailer coaches; and “temporary-use” buildings as
defined below.

Buildings and other structures constructed by students that
upon completion of construction will not be used for school
purposes and will not be entered by pupils or teachers are not
considered school buildings and shall not be checked under the
provisions of the Act. These student-constructed buildings
shall not remain at the school site more than 90 days following
completion, unless the building meets all the requirements of
Section 4-310. “School Building” in a complex operated by the
state for correctional or forestry purposes shall include only
those structures used or designed to be used for elementary or
secondary school instruction or community college instruc-
tion. Living units, dining areas, administration buildings or
structures used for support services in such correctional or for-
estry complexes shall not be considered school buildings for
purposes of Field Act requirements.

SCHOOL DISTRICT as used in these regulations shall mean
a Kindergarten through 12th grade school district of any kind
or character within the state, a community college district of
any kind or character within the state, a county office of educa-
tion, elementary or secondary school operated by the United
States government, or any agency thereof, and any elementary
or secondary school administered directly by the State Depart-
ment of Education.
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STRUCTURAL ENGINEER as used in these regulations
shall mean a professional engineer holding a valid certificate to
use the title structural engineer under the law regulating the
practice of civil engineering comprising Chapter 7 of Division
3 of the Business and Professions Code, relating to profes-
sional engineers.

TEACHERS as used in these regulations shall mean persons
who are performing a required activity or entering a building
by virtue of being teachers employed by an elementary or sec-
ondary school district or a community college district.

TEMPORARY-USE BUILDING is any community college
building for which the intended use by the school district at the
time of entering into a lease contract or agreement is not for
more than three years from the date of first occupancy.

TRAILER COACH is a building that conforms to the require-
ments of Part 2 (commencing with Section 18000) of Division
13 of the Health and Safety Code and is not expanded or fitted
together to form a unit greater than 16 feet in width and is used
for special education purposes for not more than 12 students at
one time.

Exception: Trailer coaches may be used for not more than
20 students at a time for driver training purposes.

WAIVER OF DURABILITY refers to a waiver, as may be
requested by the school district, of certain durability require-
ments of Part 2, Title 24 for foundations of relocatable
buildings.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17283, 17405, 81130, 81131 and
81529.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-314, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992.

ARTICLE 3
APPROVAL OF DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS

4-315. Application for approval of drawings and specifica-
tions.

(a) General. Before awarding a contract or commencing with
construction of a school building project, the school board shall
submit an application to the Division of the State Architect and
obtain written approval of the plans and specifications for any
of the following:

1. The construction of any new school building, or rehabili-
tation of or addition to any existing school building.
School building is defined in Section 4-314.

2. The reconstruction or alteration of an existing school
building if the estimated cost exceeds $25,000. (See Sec-
tion 4-308 and 4-309.)

3. The lease or purchase of any relocatable building except
where occupied as a temporary-use building.

Exception: The school board may award a contract
and commence construction of a “relocatable build-
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ing” of a type previously approved by DSA under
emergency conditions and with concurrence by DSA.
These structures shall not be placed on a school site
until the plans and specifications for the site work
have been approved by DSA.

4. The extension of a lease for a “temporary-use” building
for more than three years from the date of first occu-

pancy.
5. The rehabilitation of a nonschool building to use as a
“school building.” (See Sections 4-306 and 4-307.)

It is not necessary to secure approval for maintenance work
on school buildings, in accordance with Sections 4-308 and
4-309. See Section 4-314 for the definition of “maintenance.”

(b) Filing. A separate application shall be submitted to DSA
for each school building or group of school buildings on each
school site. In the event that a number of school buildings, on
various and separate sites, are to be constructed from the same
plans and specifications, only one application shall be
required, provided that all buildings are constructed at the same
time and within the same school district. The application shall
be submitted on a form prescribed by DSA. The application
shall contain a project name for the school building or group of
buildings, the name of the architect or registered engineer in
general responsible charge of the work, the names of the archi-
tects or registered engineers who have been delegated respon-
sibility for portions of the work (see Section 4-316), the
estimated cost of the project and all such other information as is
requested thereon.

(c) Delayed filing. In case the plans and specifications for
the reconstruction or alteration of any school building have not
been submitted to DSA under the assumption that the cost will
not exceed $25,000, the school board shall, if the bids which
are received indicate that the cost will be in excess of $25,000,
delay letting a contract until such time as the plans and specifi-
cations have been submitted and the approval by DSA
obtained. The contract or contracts, when made, shall be based
on the duly approved plans and specifications.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17295,17297,17302,81133and 81138.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-315, Partl, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the Secretary of State on December 15, 1992; effective July
1, 1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission
on December 9, 1992.

4-316. Designation of responsibilities.

(a) General responsible charge. For every project there
shall be an architect or structural engineer in general responsi-
ble charge of the preparation of the plans, specifications and
observation of the work of construction, except that where
plans, specifications or work of construction for alterations or
repairs do not involve architectural or structural changes said
plans, specifications and observation of the work of construc-
tion may be under the responsible charge of a professional
engineer qualified to perform services and registered in that
branch of engineering applicable to the work.
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A project may be divided into parts, provided that each part
is clearly defined by a building or similar distinct unit. The part,
so defined, shall include all portions and utility systems or
facilities necessary to the complete functioning of that part.
Separate assignments of general responsible charge may be
made for the parts.

(b) Delegation of responsibility. The architect or structural
engineer in general responsible charge may delegate responsi-
bility for any portion of the work to, or may employ or retain,
other architects or registered engineers. No delegation to, or
